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Difficulties have arisen in practice with
prosecutions under the existing section,
both here and elsewhere. For example,
the name used in the invitation to the
public may differ from the name registered
and, as the person concerned is carrying
on business under the name registered, the
prosecution has failed because the com-
plainant was unable to show that the name
registered was used, or that the name
which was in fact used was required to be
registered.

One prosecution in this State failed for
that reason, even though the name used
in the public advertisements was suffi-
ciently similar to the registered name to
identify the parties concerned.

Clause 9 (a), therefore, seeks to amend
section 26 (1) of the principal Act by
adding a new paragraph (¢) referring to
a name that would, if business were being
carried on under it, be required to be
registered under the Act to overcome the
deficlency to which I have referred.

Clause 9 (b) relaxes the prohibition con-
tained in section 26 (¢) in respect to in-
vitations made to persons whose ordinary
business it is to lend money. Such per-
sons should, after all, be better capable
of protecting their own interests than the
less well-informed members of the general
public.

In addition, it is proposed to add a new
section which would prohibit cerfain per-
sons from carrying on business under a
business name other than their own names,
or a name consisting of their own names
and the names of the persons in associa-
tion with whom they carry on business,
without the leave of the District Court
within five vears after their conviction for
an offence mentioned in the new section.
This refers to convietions on indictment
for offences related to the promotion, for-
mation or management of a corporation;
convictions for offences involving fraud or
dishonesty, punishable with imprisonment
for three months or more; and convictions
for certain offences specifled in the Com-
panjes Act.

The Companies Act contains analogous
provisions preventing such persons from
acting as company directors, after being
convicted of similar offences, for five years
after conviction, without the leave of the
court.

The Bill also seeks to enable the Com-
missioner for Corporate Affairs to extend
the period within which the registration
of a business name may be extended; to
extend the period in which various state-
ments of change of particulars of regis-
tration of a business name are required to
be lodged, basically from 14 days to one
month; to add a reference to a judge of
the Distriet Court sitting in chambers to
the list in section 14 (2) of judicial of-
ficers who may exercise the power to stay
proceedings as the District Court did not
exist when the principal Act was origin-
ally passed; to empower the Commissioner
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far Corporate Affairs to dispose of docu-
ments lodged under the principal Act or
any corresponding previous enactment
where they have been lodged for more than
21 years, even if, by virfue of documents
lodged since, registration of the name is
still current; to extend the time Iimit for
taking proceedings under the Act to three
years, or, with the consent of the Minister
to any later time. Similar time limits are
contained in other legislation administered
by the Commissioner for Corporate Affalrs,
such as the Companles Act and the new
Securities Industry Act; to enable regula-
tions to be made covering the method of
applying for the Minister's consent to the
registration of certain restricted names, or
names containing restricted words, and the
fees payable on such applications or con-
sent; and to amend all references in the
Act to the registrar by substituting a re-
ference to the commissioner, and to take
into account the change in the title of the
office from “Registrar of Companies” to
“Commissioner for Corporate Affairs’,

There are also a number of consequen-
tial amendments.

I commend the Bill to members.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon.
D. K. Dans (Leader of the Opposition),

House aedjourned et 538 p.m.

Legislative Asnsembly

Wednesday, the 31st March, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

TRAIL BIKES
Noise Nuisance: Petition

MR A. R. TONKIN (Moriey) [4.31 p.n.];
I present the following petition from 44
residents of Morley—
To the Honourable Speaker and mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned residents in the
State of Western Australia do hereby
pray that Her Majesty’'s Government
will take immediate action to stop the
excessive noise and nuisance caused
by the riding of trail bikes in the
Overseas Telecommunications Com-
mission reserve in Morley, on unmade
roads and in nearby bush.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your Honourable House will
give this matter earnest consideration,
and your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray.

The petition conforms to the Standing
Orders of the Legislative Assembly and
I have certified accordingly,
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The SPEAKER; I direct that the petition
be brought to the Table of the House.

IT)he petition was tabled (see paper No.
114).

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
Record Term as Member: Statement
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) [4.3¢ p.m.]: Mr Speaker, I seek
1ea:e to make a statement of an historic
nature.

The SPEAKER: 1 will ask the House
whether it will grant leave, and if the
matter is what I suspect it is, I take it
that any approval will include the Leader
of the Opposition being able to respond,
if he so wishes. Is leave granted?

Honourable members: Aye!

8ir CHARLES COURT: I thank mem-
bers of the House for giving me the op-
portunity to make this very brief state-
ment. At the outset, I should like to say
that in referring to the Leader of the
Oppositlon, the Hon. John Trezise Tonkin
today, I do not want to anticlpate any-
thing we might say about him on the
15th April because, as we know, on that
day he will be stepping down from the
leadership of his party and of the Opposi-
ticn in this House.

My main purpose today on behalf of
those who sit with me and, I hope, also
on behalf of the whole House is to convey
our congratulations to the Leader of the
Opposition (John Trezise Tonkin). It will
be a long time, if ever, before anyone
sérves a period of 43 years, less eight days,
because it happens to bhe one day longer
than the record in this State Parliament,
and I cannot find any record longer in
other Australian Parliaments, either in
respect of & former member or an active
member.

It also is significant that the Leader of
the Opposition came into the Parliament
during the 15th Parliament—on the 8th
April, 1933, to be precise—and that there-
fore he has participated in the life and
the work of no fewer than 14 Parliaments,
That is a lot of Parliamentt

Having seen the honourable gentleman
in action for 23 years, I believe he is one
of the few people who has never lost his
interest in the institution. I have seen
people come and have a great rush for
a while; they have had some particular
interest and have hit the headlines, but
then they sat back for a while and waited
for something else; sometimes, that some-
thing else never came, and they went
their way. But the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has always paid the institution of
Parliament the respect it deserves. He has
set an example to all of us because he has
taken his parllamentary duties very
seriously—as far as we are concerned,
sometimes too seriously!

But whatever the issue, whether one
agrees or disagrees violently with him, it
matters not; the fact is that he has made

10

it hls business that once he accepted the
commitment of a parliamentarian he was
going to make it his life and his work and
devote himself to 1t throughout the years.

I have sald before and 1 should ilke to
repeat today that there is one thing on
which he has set an example to all of
us; In fact, I noticed it when I first came
into the Parliament. The Leader of the
Opposition spends a very large proporiion
of his time actually in the House. We have
seen members who seem to have ants In
their pants the moment prayers are over,
but the Leader of the Obppositlon seems
to have the capacity to sit through even
some of the most boring of the proceed-
ings. I helleve this is one of the prices one
pays if one wishes to assimilate something
of the establishment and build up a great
store of knowledge.

I do not propose to refer to the work of
the Leader of the Opposition as a mem-
ber, a Minister, and a front bench mem-
ber of the Opposition over a long period
of years, and his work as Premler, because
I should like the opportunity to do that
on a later occaslon, which I propose to
discuss with the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and the Leader of the Opposi-
tien, if I may, for the 15th April.

Today I wish to pay tribute to the work
that has been done and the time served
by the Leader of the Opposition over this
extraordinary period of 43 years minus
eight days. We can be assured that if the
Leader of the Opposition says 1t is minus
elght days, it is minus eight days! We also
congratulate him on the faect that he has
enjoyed extraordinarily good health, es-
pecially considering the life we lead here.
I do not know how one ever keeps fit, hut
some people seem to survive.

With those few words, I should like the
Leader of the Opposition to accept my
congratulations on behalf of those I lead
on this side of the House and, I hope, on
behalf of the entire House, and wish him
a coniinuation of his good health.

[Applause.]

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Leader of
the Opposition) [440p.m.1: It is an oc-
caslon like thls when one realises that one
is really a human being, and experiences
emotion which ordinarily one does hot. I
want to say to the Premier that I am
very grateful to him for taking advantage
of this opportunity to speak of me s0
generously, and to convey to me on behalf
of members of his own party and other
members in the Chamber, congratulations
upon the fact that I have become the
member who has served the longest period
in the Waestern Australian Parllament.

As a matter of fact, belng somewhat of
a realist and In anticipation of getting
into Parliament—I had made two attempts
before I succeeded—I studied accountancy
in order to have a second string to my bow
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should I be defeated at some subsequent
election. However, I have never been called
upon to take any advantage of that, so to
some extent it was labour lost.

Of the 80 members in the Parllament
when I first became a member—there were
50 members in the Assembly and 30 mem-
bers In the Councll—only three of us are
alive, and those three have all been Prem-
ters, and furthermore all Lahor Premiers!

Mr MeclIver: Another record.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The other two sur-
viving members are the Hon. Frank Wise
and the Hon. A. R. G. Hawke. Another
colncidence 1s that when we came to office
in that year behind the Government, we
sal together on the cross-bench opposite.
Ever since we have been closely assoclated.

Forty-three years i1s a long time, but 1
want to say that I have enjoyed the com-
radeship of members on both stdes of the
House who have always treated me decent-
ly, and if I had my time over again I
would desire to be a member of Parlia-
ment, So, I have not heen browned off by
the experience of 43 years as a member,

Being a member of Parliament has en-
abled me to meet men of different types,
and we vary very considerably as you, Mr
Speaker, would know. However, we play
the game according to our lights, and as
the Premier has said I have always regard-
ed it as essential that the Institution should
be treated with respect in order to ensure
that it will endure, because this s an
Institution of a democratic country where
there are certaln rules, and we have to
play the game according to the rules.
That is what I have endeavoured to do.

I am most grateful for and appreciative
of what the Premler has said thls after-
noon, I want to thank all present for the
consideration which has been shown to me
from time to time, sometimes when I was
in Government and sometimes when I was
In the Opposition. Nevertheless I have been
made to feel that I have had a part to
play and that generally I have played it to
the satisfaction of the majority of, if not
all members.

Mr Speaker, as the Premier has indlicated
that a further opportunity will cccur when
some speeches will be made I now content
myself with what I have sald, but I em-
phasise that it glves me considerable satis-
faction to hear the Premier of the State
and the leader of the partles opposite
refer to me in such generous terms.

[Applause.]

QUESTIONS (82): ON NOTICE
1. SCHOOL CANTEENS
Food: Quality
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

Has the Education Department
and/or the Health Department
conducted investigations into the

quallty of food being supplied in
Western Australian school can-
teens; if so, will the Minister table
the findings of the investigations?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:

The Education Department has
not conducted such an investiga-
tion and has had no representa-
tlons made to it on this subject
from the Health Department.

EDUCATION

Isolated Children: Meeling
with Teacliers

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minlster for Education:
What provisions have been made
for isolated children and their
teachers to meet regularly at cen-
tral locations as promised by the
Premier before fhe 1974 State
election?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

The following provisions have been

made—

{a) An annua! camp school is
provided for every isolated
child at Government expense.

(b) An itinerant teacher scheme
has been reintroduced.

{e} The Chidley Residential Cen-
tre provides remedial and
instructional facilitles where
parents and children can at-
tend.

(d) Each school of the air has
been provided with facilities
to allow parents, teachers and
children to work together and
parents are jnvited to make
use of these.

(e) QOcecasional courses are ar-
ranged in rural centres where
parents and supervisors are
brought together with teach-
ers to discuss problems.

HEALTH

Handicapped Children: Permanent
Care Facilities

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1) What permanent care facilities
are available in Western Australia
for profoundly handicapped chil-
dren?

(2) What facilities are available in
Westernn Australia for the day-
care of profoundly handicapped
children at a day centre?

(3) What financial commitment does
the State Government make in
respect of—

{a) the establishment; and
(b) the running costs,
of these centres?
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Mr RIDGE replied:

1)

Residential care for profoundly
intellectually handicapped chil-

" dren is provided at:—

(2)

3)

State Government facilities

Persens

Dorset Hostel, Armadale—
caters for ... ... ... .. 32

Tresillian  Hostel, Ned-
lands—caters for ... .. 21

Scarboro Hostel, Scarbo-
rough—caters for ... ... 18

Other .

Nulsen Haven Home, Red-
cliffe—caters for ... ... 42

Princess Margaret Hos-
pital (Ward 10) caters for 32

145

None except that a few profoundly
handicapped children attend day
activity centres.

(a} Dorset Hostel—Additions and
modificatlons—State share
of cost 25 per.cent,

Tresillian—State share 100
per cent. capital cost.
Scarboro—State leases the
premises.

Nulsen Haven—State costs
varied.

Princess Margaret Hospiltal
{(Ward 10)—The State con-
tributed substantially to-
wards the capital cost of
the new multistorey ward
block thus enabling the
facilities of Ward 10 to be
made available for the care
of profoundly handicapped
children.

Dorset Hostel—State pays 100
per cent. of operating costs.

Tresillian Hostel—State pays
100 per cent. of operating
costs.

Scarboro Hostel—State pays
100 per cent. of operating

(b}

costs.
Nuisen Haven—Operated by
the Mentally Incurable

Children’s Assoclation, Ope-
rating costs defielt funded
annually by the State.

Princess Margaret Haospital
(Ward 10)—The  State
meets 50 per cent. of the
net operating costs of Prin-
cess Margaret Hospital for
Children.

4,

b
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HEALTH

Retarded Children: Day Activity

Mr

Centres
BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

n

2

3

4)

Will the Minister name the day
activity centres available in West-
ern Australia which cater for
severely retarded children?

How many children are catered
for at each centre?

How many more centres of this
type are needed to cater for the
needs of such children?

What financial commitment does
the State Government make in
respect of—

(a) the establishment; and

{b) the running costs,

of these cenfres?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1)

(2)
Q)

4)

Mr

(1)

State Government facilities
Pyrton Training Centre—caters
for 35 persons.
Slow Learning Children’s Group
facilities

Persons

Churchlands—caters for ... 30
Fremantle—caters for ... 30
Inglewood—caters for . 30
Minbalup—ecaters for .. ... 45
Northam—caters for .. ... 10
Bunhury—caters for ... ... 10
Esperance—caters for ... 8
Geraldton—caters for wee B
Mandurah—caters for ... 5

207

Answered by (1),

A further three in the metropoli-
tan area. Country—not known.

Pyrton—

{a) Capital cost. State 66% per
cent.

(b) Operating cost. Salarles 10
per cent. Incidental 104 per
cent.

Slow Learning Children’s Group

facillites—

(a) State contributions varled.

{b) Deficit funded annually by
the State.

EDUCATION

Retarded Children: Training Centres

BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

Will the Minister name the train-
ing centres provided for children
classifted as “moderately re-
tarded” (including pre-school
centres) ?
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{(2) How many children are catered

for at each centre?

How many more centres of this
type are required to satisfy the
needs of such chlldren?

What finanelal commitment does
the State Government make in
respect of—

(a) establishment; and
(b) running costs,
of these centres?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and (2)—
Balga Special School (including

Pre-School)—189.

Bayswater Special School—96.
Millen Special School—83.
Sout?l'rKensington Special School
Whitle7 lGrum Valley Special School
Albany Special School—32.
Boulder Special School—31.
Bunbury Special School—37.
Busselton Speclal School—12,
Collle Special School—8.
Esperance Special School—g.
Geraldton Special School—30,
Kellqrberrin Special School—27.
Manjimup Special Schoal—?7,
Narrogin Speclal School—10.

At present all known children are
catered for.

(a) and (b) All establishment and

munning costs are met b hi
State, v the

®

(4)

3

4)

EDUCATION
Handicapped Children: Special
Classes

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:
How many special classes are
provided in Western Australian
schools for borderline or mildly
handicapped children?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
82 classes,

HEALTH

Retarded Children: Hostel Facilities

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1) In respect of children from country
districts who are severely, mode-
rately, or mildly retarded, what,
If any, hostel facilltles are avall-
able at the appropriate centres for
their education?

Has the Government conducted
any investigations to assess the
need for such hostel accommoda-
tion; if so, what have the investi-
gations revealed?

2

10.

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Eellerberrin HMostel—20 persons.
Albany Hostel—24 persons.

A number of country -children
reside at—

Pelican Hostel;
Nathaniel Harper Homes;

Pyrton Training Centre in the
Metropolitan area.
(2) No.

HEALTH

Handicapped Children:
Social Trainers

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it a fact that soclal trainers or
housekeepers are provided to en-
able parents to take a greater part
in the care and education of their
handicapped child in their own
home?

If so, wlil the Minister provide
details of the basis upon which
this form of assistance is made
avallable?

RIDGE replied:

Social trainers are employed to
assist in the training of intellee-
tually handicapped persons in
their own homes. Housekeepers
are not provided.
Recommendations are made by
the professional team involved in
the care of each intellectually
handicapped person when this
domiciliary form of tralning
seems appropriate, At present only
14 social trainers are employed In
this area, and these are quite in-
adequate for the need. The more
urgent cases are given a high
priority for domiclliary care.

SCHOOL CANTEENS
Food: Nutritional Value

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minlster for Educatlon:
Is the Minister aware that the
nutritional value of food supplled
in Western Australian school can-
teens has deteriorated as the
pressure for canteen profits has
increaserd?

Mr GRAYDEN replled:

There are two contentions con-
tained in this question, both of
which are open to debate.

SCHOOL CANTEENS
Food: Departmental Advice

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
Does the Education Department
provide advice in any form to
school canteen committees regard-
ing the importance of providing

(2)

1)

(2
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nutritionally well balanced meals
in school canteens; if so, will the
Minister provide details of such
advice?

GRAYDEN replied:

The Education Department has
not circularised school canteen
committees.

SCHOOL CANTEENS
Food: Empty Calorific Value

Mr BRYCE, to the Mijnister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:
Has the Minister approved of
school canteens being operated on
a profit basis which involves the
sale of a high proportion of empty
calorie foods?

GRAYDEN replied:

The responsibility for determining
the princlples governing the ope-
ration of school canfeens is left
to the school and the Parents and
Citizens’ Assoclation in each case.

Mr

SCHOOL CANTEENS

Food: Confiict with Health
Instruction

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:
Has the Minister’s attention bheen
drawn to the fact that instruction
in schools relating to nutrition
and health education is In conflict
with the foods being supplied by
school canteens?

GRAYDEN replied:
School programmes are designed
to increase student understanding
in these areas and to equip them
to malke sound choices when pur-
chasing foodstufls.

SCHOOL CANTEENS
Deparimental Supervision

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Educatlon:
Have approaches been made to
the Education Department by the
Schogl Canteen Organisers As-
sociation in an attempt to have
the department assume control or
supervisory responsibility for
school canteens; if so—

(a) when were the approaches
made;

(b} what were the details of the
submissions put to the de-
pariment by the assoclation;

(¢) what was the Education De-
partment’s response?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(a) An approach was made in
December, 1974.

5

14,

15.

186.
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(b) The assoclation requested
that school canteens be trans-
ferred to the control of the
department to form part of
the education system in a
similar meanner to cleaning
and clerical services in
schools,

(¢) The assoclation was advised
that the Education Depart-
ment was not receptive to the
proposal as 1t would cause ex-
pansion of the central admin-
istrative structure and a cor-
responding weakening of local
control and initiative.

SCHOOL CANTEENS
Food: Health Department
Representations

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:
Have representations been made
by the Health Department to the
Education Depariment with re-
quests for action to improve the
quality of food provided in school
canteens; if so—

(a) what was the basis of the
Health Department's repre-
sentation:

{b) what was the response of the
Education Department?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(a) and {(b) Mo representation has
been made on fhis subject.

MINING
Referrals to Environmental
Protection Authority

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Mines:

(1) How many times has the Minister
referred a matter to the Environ-
mental Protection Authority pur-
suant to section 57 of the Environ-
mental Protection Act?

What was the date of each refer-
ral and what was its substance?

MENSAROS replied:

and (2) A register of referrals is
not kept and to supbply the in-
formation would take an unpro-
portionate time by departmental
officers.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Prosecutions under Section 80
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
How many persons or corpora-
tions have been charged with an
offence pursuant to section 80 of
the Environmental Protection Act?
Mr P. V. JONES replied:
None.

2)

Mr
(1)
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ALCOA ALUMINA
REFINERY

Red Mud Lakes: Leakage and
Monitoring

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Are reports true that state that
some or all of the red mud lakes
into which Alcoa Is depositing or
has deposited sediment, are leak-
Ing?

If so, what are the details?

Is the water or soil swrounding
the completed red mud lakes being
monitored?

If so, what method is being used
and by whom Is the monitoring
being done?

Is it intended that the lakes pre-
sently being filled will be moni-
tored after completion of filling
and if so, hy whom?

Are lakes currently being filled at
present monitored and if so, by
whom?

Will he table the results of moni-
toring, if any?

Is he aware of the massive degra-
dation of many wetlands sited
near the coast in the Cockburn
area? (such as, market garden
swamps 1, 2 and 3 or the lake at
Watson Foods in Hamilton Road
and similar lakes in the same
chain.)

Is this degradation connected in
any way with leaklng red mud
lakes?

If the answer to (8) is “No” will
he make himself familiar with the
severe degradation that has oc-
curred, which is worsening daily?

What measurements and water
quality have been taken of these
degraded wetlands (such as BOD
or any other) which reveals their
healthy state or otherwise?

What is the basis for the reply to
{9) above?

As some or all of the red mud
lakes are below the water table,
is it a fact that any leaking of
noxious effluent will be straight
into the water table?

2)
Q)

4)

5)

6}

D

(8)

9

(10}

{11

712)

as

Mr P, V. JONES replied:

(1) A minor defect has occurred in
the splitter dvke between B and
C lakes.

(2) An area 6-8 hectares fully within
the lakes boundary has been con-
taminated.

(3) Yes.

18.

19.

(4) Monitoring bores established about
the lakes are being observed by
Alcoa and the Public Works De-
partment. Additionally hydro-
geological studies by consultants
have been underfaken which in-
clude agquifer analysis, and means

of removal of contaminated
groundwater.
(DY Yes, by Alcoa and the Public

Works Department.
As for (5}.

It is nof considered practiczl to
table the numerous results, but I
understand that my colleague,
the Hon. Minister for Works, is
agreeable to have the member
examine the results at the Public
Works Department.

to (13) It may assist in answering
the member’s question if he ad-
vises of the source and authority
of his claims.

(6)
M

@)

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Slag: Filling of Wetlands

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minlster for
Industrial Development:

(1) Adverting to question 25 of 27th
November, 1974, is the slag re-
ferred to in part (2) being used
to fill in wetlands and if so, what
is the precise address of such wet-
lands?

(2) If the answer to (1) is “No"” what
type of land is being filled by the
slag?

3) :ﬂ?at is the area of land referred
07

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1} No.

(2) Industrial land owned by Aus-

trallan Iron and Steel Pty. Ltd.

(3) About 110 hectares.

COCKBURN SOUND

Environmental Proteclion:
Cost of Scott Report

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Conservalion and the Environment:
How much was paid to W, D, Scott
for the so-called Scott report into
Cockburn Sound, and how much
of this sum was pald to Meagher
& Le Provost?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
$30 000 was paid to W. D. Scott as
prime contractors. The amount
they paid to Meagher and Le
Provost was a matter for W. D.
Scott alone to decide.
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COCKBURN SOUND
NAVAL BASE

Nuclear Vessels: Radioactive
Leakage

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

With respect to the Environ-
mental hazards associated with
the use of Cockburn Sound by
warships powered by nuclear reac-
tors—
(1) Is he aware of radioactive
leakage associated with the
shipping port nuclear reactor
in Pennsylvania resulting in
abnormal high concentrations
of radicactive iodine and
radioactive strontium in the
soil and in the milk produced
by nearby dairies?
Is he aware of the high am-
bient levels of beta and
gamma radiation in the viel-
nity of the shipping port
reactor?
Is he aware of the increased
foetal, infant and cancer
death rates in the surround-
ing communities correspond-
ing to the Increase in radio-
active contamination of the
region?
Is he aware that the varia-
tions in the amount of stron-
tium 90 in dairy milk corre-
sponded with the plant's
monthly electric power gene-
ration and that the strontium
90 levels declined to back-
ground levels when the plant
was shut down for repairs?
Is he aware of the correlation
between  plutonium-induced
cancer and the activitizs of
the victims as workers with
plutonium in nuclear plants?
(6) Is he aware of the radiation
leakage from the nuclear
powered ship Mutsu allegedly
resulting from faulty design
of the reactor shields?

#)

3)

(4)

&)

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
1

to (6) It would be quite improper
to answer quesiions dealing in de-~
tail with technical and other
aspects of nuclear powered naval
vessels and equipment, and their
use of Western Australian facili-
ties—or for that matter any other
important questions related to
State and Natlonal security.

The Commonhwealth and State
Governments have glven unequi-
vocal assurances to the public that
no vessels or equipment will be
allowed into Cockburn Sound, or
any other port in Western Aus-
tralia without adequate safe-
guards.
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It is a question which Involves the
closest possible collaboration be-
tween Commonwealth and State
Governments and the public is as-
sured that all related matters are
being kept under review by re-
sponsible State authorities work-
ing with their Commonwealth
counterparts.

It is wunthinkable that certain
matters of direct concern +to
details of defence and defence
equipment should be discussed in
a public way,

If any member sezks to debate
the general question of defence
policy, including the all-import-
ant guestion of co-operation with
our ally, United States of America,
then that member has a number
of avenues, other than questions,
open to him under Standing
Orders,

The Government has no inten-
tion of allowing answers to ques-
tions to be used as a vehicle for
either satisfying the curlosity of
a particular member In respect of
technical matters; or wittingly, or
unwittingly, disclosing publiely
information which could he to the
detriment of our State ang Na-
tlonal security.

I would hope that all members
woutlid act in the spirlt of the fore-
going.

21. COCKBURN SOUND NAVAL EASE
Nuclear Vessels: Environmental Hgzards

Mr

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minisier for

Conservation and the Envircnment:

1}

2)

(3)

(4)

Is he aware of the capacity of
living organisms to concentrate
radionucledes within themselves?

What action will he take in the
event of Cockburn Sound being
used by nuclear powered warships,
to prevent such matter entering
the food chain?

Is he aware that children under
two years of age in particular
have extreme sensitivity to irra-
d;at:)ion of their thyroids by iodine
1319

Is he aware that radiation ex-
posures do not always show im-
mediate effects and, therefore,
may not reveal theil’ mutagenic
or carcinogenic properties for
several decades?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1)

to (4) I refer the member to my
response to question 20 on today's
notice paper.
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22. PORTS
Nuclear Vessels: Commonwealth Inquiry

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment:

(1) Is he aware that an environ-
mental impact enquiry into the
environmental hazards of nuclear
powered ships entering Australian
ports, has been abandoned by the
Fraser Government?

(2) If so, what representations has
he made to the Australian Gov-
ernment requesting the study to
continue?

(3) Is he aware that it was not the
policy of the McMahon Govern-
ment for nuclear ships to use Aus-
tralian facilities?

(4) Does he agree with the McMahon
Government’s refusal to allow the
use of such facilities by these
vessels or is he in agreement with
the PFPraser Government's at-
titude?

(5) Will he support any move for an
impact statement to be made
available to the public, so that a
proper public debate can take
place?

(6) Did he, as a member of the En-
vironment Council, support a
statement by Mr J. Berinson, the
then Minister for the Environ-
ment, that there should be a
public enquiry into the use of
Cockburn Sound by nuciear-
powered vessels hefore commis-
sioners?

(7 Is it a fact that the Environ-
ment Council unanimously agreed
to Mr Berinson's proposal ?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1> No. On the contrary, at a recent
meeting of the Standing Commit-
tee of the Australian Environment
Council, the Commonwealth repre-
sentative re-affirmed the intention
to continue with the study.

(2) Further to that meeting, my de-
partment has again been in touch
with Canberra seeking an early
release of the relevant environ-
mental information.

(3) to (5) I refer the member to my
response to guestion 20 on today's
notice paper.

(6) and (1) No. Mr Berinson made no
such statement related to Cock-
burn Sound at any meeting of the
Australian Environment Council.

23. COCKBURN SOUND NAVAL BASE
Nuclear Vessels: Notification on Use
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Would the Government or the
Environmental Protection Auth-
ority be informed prior to the

24.

2)

3

1)

event that any foreigm warship
using HMAS Siirling, was nuclear-
powered?

Is he aware that in 1973 the
United States Atomic Energy Com-
mission recorded 861 abnormal
events at nuclear-powered plants,
of which 371 were considered to
have a hazardous potential?

Is he aware that last month,
radioactive material was actually
being discharged in Long Island
Sound from the Millstone Nuclear
Reactor at Waterfall, Connec-
ticut?

Is he aware that the United States
Government is taking very seri-
ously, as shown by its investigation
of the possibility, a theory that a
steam explosion could be triggered
in a nuclear reactor, thereby
spreading radioactivity and that
such an occurrence is possible with
any reactor on shore or afloat?
Is he familiar with the radio-
active leakage from warships that
has occurred In Sasebo and
Yokosuka harbours in Japan?

Mr P, V. JONES replied:

1)

to (5) I refer the member to my
response to question 20 on today’s
notice paper.

MISSILES DEFENCE
Capital Cilies

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:

1)

(2}

Is he aware of the stated policy
of the Queensland Premier,
Johannes  Bjelke-Petersen, as
quoted in the Nationai Times of
Tth-12th July, 1975 and other
newspapers, that Australian capi-
tal cities should be defended with
missiles?

Does his department possess any
information to the effect that no
city in the United States or in
Asia Is defended by such missiles?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

)
2)

No.

'This is not the sort of information
the member could expect me to
disclose.

25. COCEBURN SOUND NAVAL BASE

Nuclear Vessels: Thermal Discharge

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1)

Does he have information indicat-
ing that in the event of Cockburn
Sound being entered by nuclear
powered warships the level of per-
missible and intentional leakage
would be that which has heen
established by the Nuciear Regu-
latory Commission of the United
States?



(2)

3

4)

(5)

8

&)

(8)

(1
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What thermal discharge is to be
expected as a result of the release
of lquid from the cooling system
of the nuclear reactor?

What is the maximum temperature
elevation allowable so that there
will be no significant effect upon
biclogical life depending on the
waters of Cockburn Sound?

Is he aware that such a tempe-
rature elevation may destroy life
and in other cases may inhibit or
prevent breeding and the propaga-
tion of certain species?

Is he aware that siting and licens-
ing procedures normally preclude
the constructlon of nuclear-
powered plants near large urban
areas and that in effect bringing
ships into Cockburn Sound will
mean the temporary siting of nu-
clear reactors near a main centre
of population?

Is he aware that a small amount
of radioactive waste in gaseous
form is released into the environ-
ment from any nuclear reactor?

Does he have Information indicat-
ing that in the case of a warship,
the usual reactor procedure would
be followed of condensing these
gaseous wastes and holding the
distillate for a period of time suf-
ficient to allow the decay of the
radloactive products?

Would the condensed vapours be
then discharged into the atmo-
sphere through filters as is the
normal reactor procedure?

P. V. JONES replied:

to (8) I refer the member to my
response to question 20 on today's
notice paper.

26. COCKBURN SOUND NAVAL BASE
Nuclear Vessels: Safely Precautions

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premler:

(1)

63

3

Does he aver his earlier reported
statement that a letter from the
former Prime Minister, Mr. W.
McMahon to the then Premier,
Hon. J. T. Tonkin In 1971, relat-
ing to the use of HMAS Stirling
by huclear-powered  warships,
cannot be found?

If so, will he table the file to
which such a letter would nor-
mally be attached?

Is his denial that such a letter
was sent to the then Premier, Hon,
J. T. Tonkin in 1971 an assertion
that Mr W. McMahon was not
prepared to admit to the indisput-
able fact that radioactive conta-
mination of the waters at Cock-
burn Sound would occur?

(4} In the event of nuclear-powered
warships using the Cockburn naval
facility, what safety precautions
will be Insisted upon by the gov-
ernment invoking I1ts soverelgn
power to protect the environment?

(5) What monitoring will be carried
out and by whom, in the event of
a nuclear-powered warship enter-
ing Cockburn Sound?

(6 Is it a fact that United States
nuclear-powered warships have
visited Exmouth Gulf?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

{l) Yes. A further search has been
made by senior officers of the
Premier’s Department.

(2) No.

(3) The significance and relevance of
the question is not apparent.

(4) to (6) See answer to guestion 20.

27. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Sections of Act: Applications

Mr A. R, TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
Upon what oceasions have the fol-
lowing sections of the Environ-
mental Protection Act been in-
voked, utilised or put into effect—
8,
30 (4) (b),
30 ) (d),
30 (&) (),
30 (4 k),

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
8 —None,
30(4) {(b)—None.
30(4) (d)—None.
30(4) (j>—This has been done on
numerous occasions,
30(4) (k)—1T refer to previous ans-

wer,
36 —None to date,
a7 —Nane to date.
39 —None to date.
44 —None to date.
28. COCKBURN SOUND

Environmental Protection: Tabling of
Scott Repori

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment:
Will he tahle the report prepared
by W. D. SBecott on Cockburn
Sound?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
Yes, the report is hereby tabled.
Members will know that it has
already been made public.

Ehée) report was tabled (see paper No.
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TECHNICAL EDUCATION

CENTRES
Priorily of Establishment

TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

1)

(2)

Will he advise the present priority
listing with respect to establish-
ment dates of the following tech-
nical education centres:—

Kalgoorlie/Boulder;

Geraldton;

Karratha;

Kwinana?
Are funds expected to be allocated
during this forthcoming budget to
wegin  establishment of the
Kwinana  technical education
centre?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

1

2)

Kalgoorlie-Boulder—Decision de-
ferred pending consideration of
recommendations in the Partridge
Report,

Geraldton—Coniract has been let
for site works and tenders for first
stage of huilding to be called soon,
Kwinana and Karratha—Com-
mencement depends upon avail-
ability of funds and no firm date
can be given.

Funding will be considered when
budget is finalised and the extent
of funds for capital works is
known.

STOCK, ROCKINGHAM AND
FORREST-PHOENIX ROADS

Mr

Dual Carriageways

TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Transport:

1

(2)

(3)

Mr
1

What 1s the expected date for the

completion of construction of the

Stock Road dual-carriageway be-

tween—

(a) South Street and Winterfold
Road;

(b) Winterfold Road and Forrest
Road?

When is it expected that the dual-

carriageway will be constructed

hetween Forrest Road and

Phaenix Road?

What other sections of stock

Road/Rockinghamn Road are in-

tended to be upgraded to dual-

carriageway—

{a) during the 1976-77 financial
year; and

(b) during the 1977-78 financial
year?

O'CONNOR replied:

(a) and (b) It is expected that
the duplication of Stock Reoad
from South Street to Winterfold
Road and from Winterfold Road
to Forrest Road will be completed
by May 31, 1976,

2)

3)

Another carriageway should be
constructed between Forrest Roagd
:;g;is Phoenix Road by 3ist July,

(a)} and (b) Subject to funds be-
ing available, the section from the
Stock Road-Rockingham Road
junetion to the Cockburn Road
junction will be upgraded to dual
carriageway standard during the
1976-77 financial year.

31. TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Rockingham-Thomas Roads
Intersection
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for

Transport:
When is 1t considered likely that
automatic traffic signals will be
installed at the junetion of Rock-
ingham Road and Thomas Road,
Kwinana?

Mr Q'CONNQR replied.
It is unlikely that this location
will be considered prior tp the
1978-79 programme in view of the
many other intersections with
higher priority.

32. LOCAL GOVERNMENT

City of Stirling: Reteining Wall Dispute

Mr

YOUNG, to the Minister for Local

Government:

1)

(2)

Mr
(1)

Will he ascertain and advise the
current position in regard to any
action that may have been taken
by the City of Stirling to resolve
the matter of dispute between
Messts. Kensitt and Kent and the
City of Stirling in respect of the
provision of a retaining wall be-
tween the Kensitt and Kent pro-
perties in Scarborough?
Will he give consideration to
special legislation if it is necessary
to protect Mr Kensitt against the
possibility of severe damage to his
property?
RUSHTON replied:
The Town Clerk, City of Stirling,
has advised:
(a) An informal meeting was held
on 17th March in the City of

Stirling Council Chambel at-
tended by the Mayor, some

councillors and officers, a
council solicitor, Mr Kent,
Mrs Kent Snr., Mr Kensitt

and Dgily News reporter, Mr
Guy Daniel.

At this meeting Mr Kent
undertook to let Council have
a letter within 14 days; i.e. by
31st March, advising of his
intent in regard to completion
of the retaining wall. Follow-
ing this, Mr Kent agreed to

(b)
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submit engineer's details for
completion of the wall and
then proceed with construc-
tion.

(¢} On 25ih March, letters were
received by the Mayor from
Mr D, O. Kent and Mrs Kent
Snr. Mr Kent advised of his
endeavours to obtain satisfac-
tion for all concerned and Mrs
Kent stated that she proposed
to complete the balance of the
wall (approximately 20 feet)
by either using Humes Crib
Walls and concrete reinforce-
ment on top or by the method
as per sketch previously sub-
mitted.

A summons had previously
been served on Mr D. O. Kent
under section 406 of the Local
Government Act to obtain
eviction from the Kent home
but further action wili now
depend upon the oufcome of
the undertakings now re-
ceived.

{2) The question of the law relating
to retaining walls generally has
been referred to the Law Reform
Commission which is preparing a
working paper on the subject.

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Responsidility for Administration

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Hezlth:

(1) To whom is the Mental Health
Services directly responsible?

(2) Does the Government intend to
make the Mental Health Services
directly responsible io the Com-
missloner of Publie Health?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) The Minister for Health.

(2) The question has not been con-
sidered.

(d)

TRADE UNIONS

Membership: Sweeney Recommendations

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for

Lahour and Industry:

{1) Does he intend to Introduce legis-
lation resulting from the Sweeney
recommendations dealing with the
problems arising from the Moore
v. Doyle case?

(2) If so, will the lezislatlon be con-
plementary to the amendments
made by the Australian Govern-
ment?

(3) If so, when will the legislation be
introduced?

Mr GRAYDEN repiied;

(1) to (3) This matter is still under
consideration by the States. The
Federal Minister for Employment

35.

36.

i11

and Industrial Relatlons has also
indicated that he may be review-
ing the situation, The Western
Australlan Government does not
intend to introduce legislation at
this time and certainly not until
the matter is further considered
and clarified by the States and the
Commonwealth.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Silica: Machinery and Imporis

Mr BATEMAN, toc the Minister for

Industrial Development:

(1) Will he advise who can supply
machinery for the crushing of
silica?

How much silica is imported into
Australia and at what price?

Could he supply the names of the
firms who are importing silica?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) A number of Western Australian

suppliers are listed in the West-
ern  Australion  Manufacturers
Directory, 1875 edition, under
Mining Plant and Mineral Pro-
cessing Equipment. I will be happy
to hand a copy with my compli-
ments to the member.
Other suppliers can be found in
the yellow pages of the telephone
book under Mining and Quarrying
Mechinery and/or Supplies.

In 1974-1975, 1 121.1 tonnes were
imported mainly from Sweden at
an average price of $107 per tonne.

(3) This information is neot available.

2)

(&)

(2)

DRAINAGE.
Lynwood: Filling of Open Drain

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1) In view of the drowning tragedies
which hLave occurred in open
drains in the past, will he advise
if it is the intention of the Metro-
politan Water Board to pipe and
fill the open draln that runs along
Finchley Street, Ellesmere Road,
and part of Owensville Avenue
before winter of this year?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr O’NEIL replied:

(1) and (2) The Water Board advises
that one section of the Lynwood
drainage system has been piped
and that it proposes to proceed
with the piping of a further sec-
tion in the near future. However,
since the drain referred to is
fenced and Is not considered to
constitute a hazard, there are no
ﬂarrent proposals to pipe this sec-

on,
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SCHOOIL AT KENWICK
Land Acquisition

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

(1) Will he advise whether the Ed-
ucation Department purchased
land in the Kenwick area for the
purpose of erecting a primary

school?

(2) If “Yes" what is the exact loca-
tion?

(3} If answers to (1) and (2) are

"Yes” when can it be expecied the
construction of the school will
commence?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) to (3) The Education Department
has had Reserve 30345 in Kenwick
Road for some years. Apart from
the existing Primary School in
Moore Street, this is the anly other
site currently owned by the De-
partment in Kenwick. 'There is no
intention to proceed with the erec-
g&n of a new school at the present

e,

LAND VALUATION
Caledonian Hall, Kalgoorlie

Mr T, D. EVANS, to the Treasurer:
(1) Would he please advise whether
as a result of an appraisal of land
(and improvement) evaluations
recently carried out by officers of
the State Taxatlon Department
the Caledonian Hall in Brookman
Street, Kalgoorlle, was valued
0% more than previously,
whereas other halls in the district
suffered increases in valuation of
approximately 100%?

Is he aware that the Caledonian
Hall is the headquarters of two
non-profit making organisations,
namely, the Caledonian Soclety of
the Goldflelds and the local branch
of the pensioners’ league?

Why In instances such as this do
landholders have to go to tedious
lengths to appeal against evalua-
tions imposed by persons obviously
unfamiliar with local conditions?

CHARLES COURT replied:

Yes, so far as the Caledonian Hall
and quarters are concerned. AS
the annual valuations were for
local authority purposes, I am not
aware of which other halls are
referred to in the question.

No, but this would not affect the
assessment, of the annual value.

The appeal procedure is laid down
in the Local Government Act. The
comment about the officers making
the wvaluations is both unwar-
ranted and unjustified, as the val-
uers cancerned are well experi-
enced in making valuations in the

2)

3)

(1)

(#})

(&)

39.

40.

41.

area, and I am informed the town
council is already seeking the as-
sistance of the chief valuer in this
matter.

EDUCATION
Isoleted Children’s Hostel, Kalgoorlie

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister

{fnresenting the Minister for Educa-

on:

(1) Has a decision been made whereby
some meaningful State funding
can he provided for the Isolated
Children's Parents Association
Hostel at Kalgoorlie, even if only
to acknowledge the initiative of
parents to demonstrate a need for
such a hostel-—when according to
established criteria the need could
not be met by the establishment
of a High Schools Hostels
Authority hostel?

If “Yes” would he please furnish
details of assistance to be given?

If “"No" would he please explain
the situation?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1} Yes.

(2) $5 000 for furnishings.
(3) Not applicable.

(2)

3

- KALGOORLIE SCHOOL
Land for Playground Ared

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) Is the Minister aware that
approxtmately two years ago the
Education Department agreed to
have steps taken to close off a
portion of Forrest Street, Kalgoor-
lie, to allow Kalgoorlie Primary
School to incorporate the re-
covered area to compensate in
terms of playground area for the
construction of the new open area
block?

When can this work he expected
to be undertaken?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The portion of Forrest Street was
incorporated in the Kalgoorile

Primary School reserve on 27th
June, 1875.

2}

SOUTH KALGOORLIE SCHOOL
Improvements

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the
recommendation of the former
Minister for Education the Hon.
J. Dolan, that the Education
Department should give a high
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priority to the replacement of the
decrepit building serving as =&
library ai South Kalgoorlie school
with a resource centre?

When is such replacement ex-
pected to commence?

Is he further aware of the recom-
mendations of the former Minister
for Education relating to—

(a) completion of fencing of the
boundaries of South Kalgoor-
lie school; and

sealing off by a suitable wind
proof fence of the school
incinerator to prevent the dis-
persement of refuse and ash
by wind action causing
annoyance to nearby house-
holders?

When will such work be under-
taken as referred to in (3) (a)
and (b)?

What plans does the Education
Department have for the old and
original brick building at South
Kalgoorlie school which is patently
in a dangerous condition?

Is he aware that South Kalgoorle
school does not now possess a
cricket pitch (formerly a concrete
one) since the erection of the new
pre-primary school?

Is it planned to provide adjacent
to South Kalgoorlie school a
grassed oval to serve the needs of
that school and other Government
gnd non-Government schools in
the area?

If so, when?

GRAYDEN replied:

Yes.

The replacement of the library
building will be dependent on fund
availability and the priority of
South Kalgoorlie Primary School
in relation to the priorities of

(L))

other schools throughout the
State.
{n) and (b) Yes.

(a) Punds are not available for
this work at present.

The Public Works Depart-
ment has been requested to
prepare a cost estimate for a
suitable fence around the
incinerator area. On receipt of
the estimate, the proposed
works will be listed for con-

(b

sideration in the 1976-77
grounds improvement pro-
gramme.

There are no plans for the re-
placement of the building at this
time.

Yes. The Public Works Depart-
ment has been requested to pro-
vide a cricket pitch on an alterna-
tive site on the ericket owval.

42,

43.
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and (8) The matter of grassed
areas for schools in the Kalgoorlie-
Bioulder area 1s still under discus-
sion.

KALGOORLIE REGIONAL
HOSPITAL

Additions
T. D. EVANS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(¢%)

2

(3

(4)

Mr
(1}
(2}
(&3]
(4)

Did the Minister refer to the
newly formed Hospitals Develop-
ment Programme Committee the
question of major developments
and additions to the EKalgoorlie
Regional Hospital?

Has this commititee made a report
concerning the said hospital?

If “Yes” would he advise whether
early steps will be taken to com-
mence additional works at EKal-
goorlie Regional Hospital?

If the decislon has been made to
shelve such additional works how
does he reconcile this with the
Premier's oft made espousals of
his Government’s solicitude and
hopes for the future of Kalgoorlie
and its districts?

RIDQGE replied:
Yes.

No.

Answered hy (2).

The overall regquirements of the
region is to be further investigated
and reviewed by the cominittee
at their next meeting.

FISHERIES

Rock Lobster Advisory Committee

Mr

LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Fisheries and Wildlife:

Mr

What Is the composition of the
rock lobster advisory committee?

P. V. JONES replied:

The composition of the Rock
Lobster Industry Advisory Com-
mittee Is set out in section 58 of
the Fisheries Act. The members
are—

B. K, Bowen, Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife (Chair-
man);

N. E. McLaughlan, Department
of Pisheries and Wildlife;

J. B. Fitzhardinge, rock lobster
fisherman;

G. H. Greentree, rock lobster
fisherman;

D. Morphett, rock lobster fish-
ETman;

R. D. Harrison, representative of
Rock Lobster and Prawning
Association of Australia;

F. A. C. Connell, representative
of Rock Lobster and Prawning
Association of Awustralia.
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HEALTH
Meat Carcases: Transport Regulation

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

{1) When was the regulation promul-
gated requiring chilled carcases to
be hung rather than stacked in
transport?

(2} What were the circumstances sur-
rounding the introduction of this
regulation?

Mr RIDGE replied:
{1) 2nd July, 1969.

(2) 'To ensure hygienic transport, and
retention of chilling temperature.

STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE
Contracls: Fire, Marine and General
Fund

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister repre-

senting the Chief Secretary:

(1) What insurance coniracts are
arranged through the State Gov-
ernment Fire, Marine and General
Fund, administered by the SGIO?

What was the premium income
for contracts arranged through
this fund in 1574-75 financial
year?

Is the business arranged through

this fund declarable under the
Fire Brigades Act?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) Most contracts of insurance ef-
fected by Government depart-
ments and instrumentalitles and
some contracts ih whieh a depart-
ment or instrumentality is finan-
cially interested.

(2) $2192608.

(&)

&)

(3) No.

AUSTRALIAN LAND AND CATTLE
CO. LTD.
Winding Up

Mr
(1)

JAMIESON, to the Premier:

Is he aware of the notice for a
petition to wind up Australian
Land & Cattle Co. Ltd. that
appeared on page 8§94 of the
%q?%%mment Gazetie, 26th March,

What percentage of the cattle
throughput of the Broome Meat
Works came from the Australian
Land & Cattle Co, Ltd. in each
of the last three years?

Has this company approached the
Government for financial assist-
ance?

If so, what are the details of the
approach and the resultant Gov-
ernment action?

@)

&)

(4)

47,

48.

(5) Is the impending closure of this
company likely to have any great
financial repercussions on Broome

or any other northern town?

CHARLES COURT replied:

Yes.

This information is not available.

Yes.

The two recent approaches were—

(j) Por $4.73 million to guarantee
interest repayments in respect
to refinancing the company’s
structure with a merchant
banker.

(ii} For a guarantee for $650 000
to enable the company to ser-
vice creditors (including the
petitioner CDFC Australia
Limited).

The applications were considered

and declined.

There could be some repercussions

should the company he wound up.

We are watching the position and

are hopeful of some constructive

solution being found.

Sir
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5

BEEF ASSISTANCE SCHEME
Finance and Applications
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What are the total amounis of

funds made available under the
beef assistance scheme from the—

ta) State Government;
(b) Commonwealth Government?

What number of applications for
assistance under the beef assist-
ance scheme have—

(z) been received from producers
in Western Australia;
(b) been approved;
(e} been rejected?
What amount of finance is stiil
available for allocation undzr the
scheme?
Mr QLD replied:
(1) (a) $800 000.
(b) $800000.

(a) 337.
(b} 154.
(¢) 173.
(3) §719 765.

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
SCHEME

Finance a:td Applications

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agrieulture:

{1) What has been the total amount
of finane= received by this State
from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for disbursement under the
rural reconstruction scheme?

2)

(33

2)
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3
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Mr
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2

(3)
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)

8)
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How many applications have been
received by the Rural Reconstruc-
tion Authority for assistance for—
ta) debt reconstruction;

(k) farm build up, Industry sever-
ance loans or grants in each
of the years since the Rural
Reconstruction Authority com-
menced operation?

How much has been disbursed as

loans for each of the purposes in-

dicated in (2) in each of the years
of operation?

What amount of finance does the

Rural Reconstruction Authority

still have svaileble for disburse-

ment, and until what date 1s this
amount required to last?

Will further funds be available for

the Rural Reconstruction Auth-

ority after 30th June this year?

How much per annum is the West-

ern Australlan Government re-

quired to repay the Common-
wealth Government wunder the
rural reconstruction agreement
and when does repayment stari?

OLD replied:
$26 991 243,
(a) 1657.

(b) Farm Build-up,
1972221,
1973—153,
1974—105,
1975—188,
1976—78 (to end of Februaty).

Rehabilitation Loans.
197231,

1973—21,

1974—3,

1975—0,

1976—1.

There is no scheme known as
industry severance loaris.

Debt Reconstruction Farm Build-up Rehabilitation
1973 8652116 4807103 38000
1974 2237104 3474255 16000
1975 1350329 2760355 3000
1976 1681183 1915440 2000

Up to June 1872, disbursement
was not segregated and the total
disbursement up to that date was
5 601 724,

$3 276 538 to 30th June 1876.

The current agreement expires on
30th June 1976, Some preliminary
talks have taken place in Can-
berra at which State authorities
have put forward views supporting
extension of the agreement. No
decision yet recelved from the
Department of Primary Industry,
Canberra.

Repayments of principal are made
over a term of 17 years at a cur-
rent interest 6% D.a.

49,

50.
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Amount of repayment depends
upon receipt of advances from the
Commonwealth.

Repayment starts on the 15th éay
of July of the 4th finaicial year
that wholly occurs after the ad-
vance was made by the Common-
wealth to the State.

ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
Collection Centre: Premises

Mr

BATEMAN, to the Minlster for

Traffic:

(n

(2)

3)

D

¥Y)

(3

Will he advise why the Road
Traffic Authority's collection cen-
tre has been transferred from the
Rural and Industries Bank, Bar-
rack Street, to the basement of
Boans Limited Murray Street?

Will he further advise what rent
was payable to the Rural and In-
dustries Bank, Barrack Street, per
annum and what rent will now be
paid to Boans Limited per annum?

Will he also advise why a collec-
tion authority cannot be set up to
collect payment of infringement
notices at the headquarters of the
Road Traffic Authority in Mount
Street?

Q'CONNOR replied:

Rurzl and Industries Bank re-
quested that the authority vacate
their premises.

No rental at Rural and Industries
Bank and no rental to Boans Ltd.

It has always been considered
that, as an enforcement body, the
Road Traffic Authority and pre-
viously the Police Traffic Branch,
should not act as an agent for the
collection of fines and penalties.
It has always been judiclal pro-
cedure that this should be done
by the Crown Law Department.

HER MAJESTY'S THEATRE

Acquisition

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1)

(2)

Sir
(1)

Is it a fact that the Government
is seeking to buy or has bought
Her Majesty’s Theatre, Perth?

If “Yes” is it not a faect that it
is his intenttfon consistent with the
spirit and nature of such a wver-
ture to rename the theatre The

Peoples’ Theatre, The Peoples'
State Theatre or The State
Theatre?

CHARLES COURT replied:

The question is a surprising one,
as the Government's curretit hego-
tiations with Sir Norman Rydge
have been widely publicised,
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(2) I cannot assess whether the Mem-

ber's question is to be ireated
seriously, whether {t is an attempt
at humour, or whether it reflects
the Member's sociallst belicfs.

However, whatever the intention
of the Member, I can assure
that any attempt to change the
name—which has certainly not
been contemplated by me—wquld
meet with strong opposition,
especially from those who have
been so vocal in their demands to
preserve the theatre because of
the era it represents.

HEALTH

Lollies: Similarity to Capsules
Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Is the Minister aware of concern

as to the similarity in appearance
of certain lollies to pharmaceutical
capsules and the consequent risk
of children consuming pharma-
ceutical capsules in the mistaken
belief that they are lollies?

“No” will he become aware
forthwith and do something about
this?

If “Yes" what has he done about
this?

Mr RIDGE replied:
1)
(2)
(3)

Yes.

Answered by (1),

The Government investigates
specific instances which are

brought to its notice from time to
time, but it is not possible to
guarantee that pharmaceutical
capsules, in whatcver form they
are presented, will noi be attrac-
tive to unsupervised young
children. The responsibility of
preventing this les with the
parents or other adults in charge
of such children,

Labelling requirements for
scheduled pharmaceuticals and
hazardous substances; nclude the
directive “KEEP OUT OF REACH
OF CHILDREN"” to alert parents
or other responsible persons to
the potential dangers of leaving
pharmaceuticals or hazardous
substances within access of
children.

COCKRURN SOUND NAVAL
BASE

Nuclear Vessels:

Discussions with Commonweaith

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Have discussions been held with

the Australian Government so as
to clarify the Intent of that Gov-
ernment with respeet to a state-
ment by the Minister for Defence,

53.

(2)

(3

(€))]

(3)

&

n

(8)

Sir

Hon, J. Killen, MHR, that nuclear-
powered ships would be able to use
Cockburn Sound naval facility?

If so, have these discussions at-
tempted to resolve the conflict be-
tween the exercise of the Aus-
tralian Government’s defence
powers and the sovereign rights of
the State to protect the environ-
ment of its people?

If the answer to (2) 1s “Yes"” what
have been the results of such
discussions?

What assurances and monitorial
nroofs concerning radiational
hazards will the Government insist
upon bhefore such vessels enter the
Sound?

Has he sought from the Minister
for Defence the meaning and in-
terpretation of the comment: “No
nuclear ship will be allowed to use
Cockburn Sound without all the
necessary precantions being taken
to protect the environment and
people living within close prox-
imity*'?

If so, what will the necessary
precautions be and what part will

the State Government have in
seeing that they are implemented?

Has he sought assurances from
the Australlan Government that
the statement of P. Richardson,
MHR, that support facilities “are
not geared to accept nuclear-
powered vessels” is factually
based?

If so, what assurances have been
glven that nuclear-powered vessels
will not use Cockburn Sound?

CHARLES COURT replied:
See reply to question 20.

COCERBURN SOUND
Industrial Effluent

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:

1)

Ags stated on opening day, will he
inform the public of the details
of wastes being discharged daily
into Cockburn Sound by—

Cummings Smith British Petro-
leum:

Australian Iron and Sieel;

Broken Hill Proprietary Ltd.;

British Petroleum;

State Electricity Commisslon;

Cockburn Cement;

Alcoa;

Western Mining Corporation;

Kwinana Nitrogen Company;

Chemical Industries (Kwinrana}
Pty. Ltd.;

Commonwealth Industrial Gases?



54.

(2}

3)

4)

Sir
(¢}

2

Mr

[Wednesday, 31 March, 19761

If he asserts that no such dis-
charge is taking place as a result
of the activities of any of the fore-
going, will he name those which
are not causing degradation of the
sound ?

If he will not disclose such infor-
mation, how does he justify such
an action?

If in order to prevent the con-
tinuing despoliation of the Sound,
it could be necessary to renego-
tiate agreements with various
corporations, will he give an
undertaking to commence such
negotiations forthwith with the
Intention of re-enacting the ap-
propriate legislative sanctions?

CHARLES COURT replied:

The Member will be aware that
today, in this House, the Minister
for Conservation and the Environ-
ment tabled the W. D. Scoti
Report to the Environmental
FProtection Authority on Cockburn
Sound.

This Report was commissioned in
order to bprovide the Environ-
mental Protection Authority with
a comprehensive summary of
present studles on knowledge of
ecological factors In Cockburn
Sound,

Subsequent discussionhs have been
held {o develop in more detall all
ecological management of Cock-
burn Scund.

Plans are currently being de-
veloped by relevant parties and it
is not deemed approptiate at this
point in time to make further
comments until these plans have
been finalised.

to (4) Answered by (1).

RAILWAYS
Derailments
T. H.  JONES, to the Minister for

Transport:

1)

2

(&)

4)

How many derailments have oc-
curred during the past 12 months
on this State's Government rail-
way lines and what was the cause
of each?

Will he specify the derailments
and give the resultant cost involved
in each case?

Af the presenf time, on which lines
are reductions in—

(a) loads; and

(b) speeds operating,

because of requirements of safety?
Which additional lines are at pre-
sent being considered for reduc-
tions in either loads or speeds
because of safety requirements?

55.

56.

(5)
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Where reductions in leads or
speeds during the last 12 months
have been applied, in what number
of instances has action been the
result of—

(a) union representation;

(b) department initlative?

O'CONNOR replied:

The informafion requested by the
Member will take some time to
collate, I will forward 1t to him
as soon as it is available.
However, I would request that the
member confers with me at a later
stage about this matter to see
whether we can agree on a coms-
promise because I am advised by
the department that it will take
120 man hours to obtain this in-
formation at a cost of $800,

RAILWAYS

Perth-Albany Service: Replacement

Mr

T. H. JONES, to the Minister for

Transport:

In view of the faet that Mr Leon
Watt, the Member for Albany,
announced in the Albany Adver-
tiser that he had assurances from
him that the Perth-Albany train
will not be replaced by a bus ser-
vice, and in view of the statement
by the Commissioner of Railways,
which appeared in the January
issue of Westrail where he said:
"I consider, with the exception of
of the Prospector and perhaps the
Australind, bus services should
play a major role In providing
country passenger service”, will he
please qualify the position and
advise whether it is the intention
to replace the Albany train service
by a bus service?

O'CONNOR replied:

There are no current plans to cur-
tail or suspend the remaining
Albany-Progress passenger trains.
I might add that the member for
Albany advised me he had notified
The Albany Advertiser accord-
ingly and confirmed it in writing
at a later stage.

The Commissioner’'s comments in
the January issue of Westrail were
made in the context of the role
which the raijlway road services
may be called to play in the
future.

DONNYEROQOK POLICE
STATION

Replacement

Mr T, H. JONES, to the Minister for
Police:

1

Is it correct that the Donnybrock
police station has been con-
demned by the health inspector?
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(M If “Yes” will he please advise
when a new Dbolice station and
quarters is to be erected at Donny-
brook?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1} Yes.

(2) Donnybrook is currently listed for
a replacement stage 2 police sta-
tion and quarters for officer-in-
charge on the 1976-77 proposed
loan works programme with a nigh
pricrity.

ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
Housing for Employees

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for

Traffic:

(1) Will he advise, since the Road
Traffic Authority was established,
whether the authority has pur-
chased homes for employees, the
location and the cost Involved in
each purchase?

Will he also advise how many
houses have been purchased or
erected for the use of police con-
stables for the same period, the
location and cost involved?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) and (2) The Road Traffic Auth-
ority does not provide accommoda-
tion for its employees, and accom-
modation is provided through the
the Government Employees’ Hous-
ing Authority. Thls question
should be addressed to my col-
league, the Minister for Housing.

{2)

HEALTH SURVEY
Stock Slaughtering on Farms

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Wil! the Minister advise whether
the Public Health Department
conducted a survey in Donnybrook
during the months of November/
December 1975 to ascertain if any
slaughtering of animals was taking
place on farming properties?

If “Yes” will he kindly advise the
number of investigations carrled
out and the results of the invest-
igations?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2} (a) One.

(b) No evidence found of organ-
ised illegal commercial
slaughtering,

(2)

59.

60,

61,

ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
Overtime

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for

Traffic:
Since the Road Traffic Authority
was established, will he advise the
amount of overtime worked by
patrolmen and others attached to
the authority and the cost in-
volved?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

Overtime worked by the Road
Traffic Authority June 1, 1975, to
March 31, 1976—

Hours. Amount.

$
73795 499 069

Road Patrol ...
Police ... 19188 97385
Public Service 1730 8071

94 713 $604 525

TRANSPORT
Fast Bus Services: Trials

My T, H. JONES, to the Minlster for

Transport:
As he made an announcement in
The West Australian on 25th
October, 1975, that he was con-
sidering ways of introducing fast
bus systems in Perth for a trial
period, will he please advise If the
trials have been introduced, where
they were introduced end the
results of the trials conducted?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

No trials as yet have heen intro-
duced.

Following recent advice to the
Main Roads Department of prob-
lem locations in bus access, that
department is currently evaluat-
Ing means of speeding bus ser-
vices.

POLICE
SP Bookmaking Inguiry

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Prlice:

As he advised me in the State Par-
liament on Thursday, 9th October,
1975, that inguiries were being
conducted by the police into illegal
SP bookmaking operations in
Perth following inquiries con-
ducted by racing stewards, will he
please advise the concluslons of
the Inquiry?
Mr O’'CONNOR replied:
Inquiries by Police failed to obtain
sufficient evidence to enable any
person to be charged with illegal
hookmaking in connectlon with
ﬁ:e Connell incident at Kalgoor-
.
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STATE FINANCE
Mini Budget

B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:

Is he aware of any variation in
economic circumstances that would
deem desirable a “mini" budget
or similar package of financial
measures prior to the tlme when
the Government would usually
introduce its Budget?

CHARLES COURT replied:
Not at this stage.

TRAFFIC

Fatal Accident: Vinceni-Charles Streets

64,

Mr

B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for

Traffic:
(1} Was there a fatal traffic accident

(2)
(3)

4)

(§5))

(1)
2
3
4)

-~

)

Mr

at the ecorner of Vincent and
Charles Streets in North Perth
at approximately 7.30 am. on
22nd March, 1975?

If s0, who was killed?

Was a police inquiry conduct:d
into the accident?

Which officer conducted the in-
quiry, if any?

What was the result of any such
inguiry?

O'CONNOR replied:

Yes.

William Joseph McWilliam.
Yes.

Police Constable R. J. K. Smith,
No. 4150 (since resigned).

John Leonard Fox committed for
trial Supreme Court on charge of
manslaughter. Inquest was held in
absence of Fox who could not be
located, believed to be in Eastern
States, Warrant issued for arrest.

CORONER'S INQUIRY
William Joseph McWilliam

B. T. BURKE, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Justice:

(n

2)

3

4

Mr
(1)
(2}

Was a coroner's inquiry conductaed
ints the death in a traffic accident
of William Joseph Mc¢William?

f =0, when was any such inquiry
held?

What were the coroner’s findings/
recommendations as a result of
any such inquiry?

What action was taken as a result
of the coroner’s findings/recom-
mendations?

O’NEIL replied:
Yes.
9th December, 1975.

63,

(3) (a) william Joseph McWilliam
died on the 22nd March, 1975,
at Royal Perth Hospital from
haemorrhage from liver,
spleen and kidney. The de-
ceased suffered the injuries at
approximately 17.30 a.m. on
the 22nd March, 1975, when
as the driver of a Datsun car
No. UBQ 647 proceeding east
on Vincent Street, North
Perth, when, at the intersec-
tion with Charles Street, it
was struck on the right side
by a Toyota station sedan USU
306 being driven north in
Charles Street by John Leon-
ard Fox and the Datsun car
was pushed by the collision
against a Honda car No.
XEF 805 also being driven
east in Vincent Street by
Tarja Urvikko.

(b)) I commit John Lconard Fox
for trial at the Supreme Court
of Western Australia, Perth,
at the January sittings, 1976,
on the charge of man-
slaughter.

(4) John Lecnard Fox was indicted on
a charge of manslaughter and a
warrant for his arrest is in force.
Accused has not, however, been
apprehended as his whereabouts
are unknown. He is believed to be
out of the State of Western Aus-
tralia.

“NEW PRESS” PUBLICATION
Inquiry into Article

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) Did he cause any Inquiries to be
made into an article in a recent
issue of New Press?

(2) If “Yes” what was the title of
the article Into which inquiries
werg made?

(3) Would he please detail the nature
of the Inquiries including the
names of those peoplc questioned
and tze nature of ths questions
asked?

{4) What were the reasons for the in-
quiry ?

(5) What action was taken as a result
of the inquiry?

(6) If no action was takzn, why wsas
no action taken?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) to (6) This is a personal question
not relating to public affairs with
which I, &s Premisr, am con-
nected, or to 2 matter of adminis-
{ration for which I am responsibie
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HOUSING
Koolyanobbing: Dampier Mining Co.

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minilster for
Housing:

(1} Has the Dampier Mining Company
been glven authority over the
allocation of State Housing Com-
mission homes in Koolyanobbing?
If “Yes" under what conditions
was this authority over allocation
ceded to the company?

What obligation does the company
have to provide housing for other
than its own employees, e.g.,
postal commission employees?

If obligations as referred to in (3)
do not exlst, will he explain the
reasons for the Government's
policy in this regard?

Was one Mr Sethick and his
family evicted from a SHC home
when he terminated his employ-
ment with the Dampier Mining
Company?

Has he caused any inquirles to
he made in the incident involving
Mr Sethick's eviction?

(7) If “Yes” what was the outcome
of any such inguiry?

If the answer to (1) is “Ne¢” will
he outline full details about the
authority exercised by the SHC
over homes at Koolyanobbing?

What is SHC policy towards the
provision of housing for people
who leave the employment of the
Dampier Mining Company to
pursue ancther occupation in the
town?

Is he aware that the recently
evicted Mrs Sethick was the
town's postmistress?

Is there any evidence to suggest
that the eviction of Mr Sethick
and his family was connected in
any way with Mrs SBethick's em-
ployment as postmistress?

Will he undertaske to endeavour
to provide housing in Koolyanob-
bing for Mr and Mrs Sethick and
family so that the couple can
pursue thelr activities in the
town?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) to (12) The Breoken Hill Proprie-
tary Company's Integrated Steel
Works Agreement (validated by
Act No. 67 of 1960) contains speci-
fic provisions relating to housing
for company employees at Kool-
vancbbing, I refer the member to
that agreement and, in particular,
t% clause 20, subclauses (2) and
(3).

In the light of these provisions, no
inquiry into the circumstances of
an eviction is warranted.

(2}

a3

—

(4)

(5)

(6)

(8)

D

ae

an

(12)

67.
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The Housing Commission has no

properties in Koolyanobbing other

than these subject to the agree-

ment, and currently holds no ap-

zl’matmns for assistance in that
wI.

HARDY INLET
Environmental Report

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Conser-

vation and the Environment:

(1) With regard to the Hardy Inlet
study has the report from the
Estuarine and Marine Advisory
Committee been received by the
F.t:_'ngironmental Protection Author-
ity?

(2) If the report has been received
will he indicate the date of recelpt
and when details will be made
public?

(3) In connection with deferred min-
ing applications in the area con-
cerned, who will make the final
decision whether mining will be
permitted?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1> No.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) The Governor in Executive Coun-
cil following a recommendation by
my colleague, the Minister for
M}?es. after consuyltation with my-
self.

EWINANA FREEWAY
Footbridge

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Trans-

port:

(1) What is the reason for the delay
in completing the new footbridge
over the Kwinana Freeway near
Hardy Street?

(2) Will the delay occaslon additional
costs to the original estimate?

(3) If so, what is the anticipated com-
pletion cost?

(4) When 1s it anticipated the foot-

bridge will he accessible to the
public?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

{1) The censtruction 15 approximately
ejght weeks behind the original
programme due to the fact that
the difficulties of constructing the
tight curves needed te fit this
bridge into the environment were
under-estimated.

(2) Yes. Some of the additional costs
are due to cost escalation,

(3> $235 000.
(4) In about six weeks' time.
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TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Perth Girls' School Premises

Mr
the

)

2
(K3
4)

Mr
1)
(2)

3
)

Mr

MAY, to the Minister representing
Minister for Education:

Is the Government planning to
demolish the old Perth Girls’
School In James Street which is
currently accommodating students
attending technical classes?

If 50, what is to be established in
place of the school?

When will demolition commence?
Where will students currently oc-
cupying the schoo! be accom-
modated?

GRAYDEN replled:

Yes.

It is anticipated that the first

stage of a new technical college in
the area will be provided.

January, 1978.

Students of Perth Technical Col-
lege will be accommodated in the
St. George’s Terrace bhuildings,
the remaining bulldings in James
Street, and such additional ac-
commodation as is required.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Off-peak Concessions

MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and

Energy:

When can a decision be expected
regarding the possible introduc-
tion of off-peak electricity con-
cessions similar to those existing
in other States?

MENSAROS replied:

As a result of very comprehensive
and elaborate studies of all as-
pects and having regard to the
overall review of the cummission’s
operations, a decision is planned
to be arrived at before the end
of this financial year,

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Revenue Increase

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(L)

2)

Based on sales for the 12 months
from 1st August, 1974 to 31st July,
1975, what was the increased
revenue from electricity charges
increased from 1lst August, 197472

Using the same formula for the
same perlod what did the State
Electricity Commission contribute
to general revenue resulting from
the Government’s levy of 3% on
the commission’s income?

72.

73.

(3) Based on sales for the 12 months
from 13th January, 1975 to 12th
January, 1976, what was the in-
creased revenue from -electricity
charges increased from 13th Janu-
ary, 1975?

(4) Using the same formula for the
same period what did the SEC
contribute to general revenue
resulting from the Government's
levy of 3% on the commission's
income?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) to (4) The information requested
by the member for Clontarf is
being prepared hut as it wiil take
a considerahle time and expense
to do it, I will have to give him
the full answer at a later stage.

HEALTH
Psychologists: Registration

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it the Government’s intention
to introduce legislation to provide
for the registratlon of psycholo-
gists this session of Parliament?

(2) If so, will it be the autumn or
spring session?

(3) Will interested parties be given
the opportunity of expressing an
opinjon on proposed legislation?

(4) Who would such “interesied par-
ties” be?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.

{2) This will depend on drafting and
feedback from interested psarties.

(3) Yes.

(4) The Western Australlan Branches
of the Australian Psychological
Society, the Australlan Medical
Assoclation, the Australian and
New Zealand College of Psychia-
trists, the Australian Association
of Soclal Workers, the Association
of Clinjcal Psychologists in Frivate
Practice, the Church of Scien-
tology and representatives of the
four Governmeni departments
which comprised the working
party to frame the guideldnes of
the legislation.

-

ELECTION PROMISES
Nonimplementation

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:

Could he please list the 56 election
promises not yet implemented by
the Liberal-National Country
Party Government, as stated in
The West Australien of 30th
March, 19767
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I have made it clear that by the
30th June, 1876, the Government
will publish a comprehensive st
of all the Government's 1974 eiec-
tion promises, including those im-
plemented, those in the process of
being implemented, thase to be
implemented during the life of
the present Parliament, and those
that 1t will not be practicakle to
implement {(with reasons where
applicable).

In the meantime, no good purpose
would be served in publishing the
list he suggests, and which 1list
is being progressively reduced, as
is customary with any Govern-
ment systematically implementing
its election policies.

AGED PERSONS' FLATS
Narembeen

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) Were any aged persons’ flats con-
structed at Narembeen with State
Government funds used to aug-
ment finance supplied by the
wheat board?

How are these flats managed?

Is it competent for the managing
authority to determine that the
18-year-cld son of a 68-year-old
tenant, whose spouse died recently,
shall not reside with his father?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) to (3) I am advised that aged
persons’ accommodation in
Narembeen has been provided by
utilising funding from the Grain
Pool of Western Australia and a
Commonwealth subsidy.

Management is vested in a loecal
commlittee and the State Govern-
ment has no management respcn-
sibllity.

2)
1)

MARGINAL DAIRY FARMS
ASBISTANCE SCHEME

Finance and Applications

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1} What was the total amount of fin-
ance made available to this State
under the marginal dairy farms
assistance scheme?

How many applications were ap-
proved for Icans to be expended
on—

(a) milk vats;

(h) structural improvements;

(¢} property purchase,

and what was the amount Involved
in each of these categories?

2)

76,

(3) What was the number of appli-
;:ants who were refused loans
or—

(a) milk vats;
(b} structural improvements?

Does the Government propose to
make concessional loans available
to new market-milk quota holders
who have been refused finance
under the marginal dairy farms
adjustment schemea?

Mr OLD replied;

(1) The total amount made available
to this State under the Australian
dairy adjustment programme, pre-
viously the marginal dairy farms

)

adjustment scheme, was
$3 320 300.00.

{n) Milk vats e 260 81 723 483
(b} Atruciural [mprosumcntz 43 30 003
(¢) Property Purchase ... 13 el 324
Total . 33 020 200

Add fuuds for fi*rory agsistance
comrnitted 300 000
§3 320 300
(3} (a) 13 (A further 45 applicallons
could not be considered

because of lack of funds),
{(b) 17 (A further 24 applications

could not be considered be-

cause of lack of funds).
A meeting between the Common-
wealth Government and the State
Government has been convened to
discuss the provision of additional
assistance through the Australian
dairy adjustment programme,

PRISONS
Inmales: Categories

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary:

(1) How manhy persons were admitted
to prisons for the years-1971-72,
1972-173, 1973-1974, 1974.75—under
the following headings:

1a) male;

(b) female?

How many male juvenile persons
were admitted to Fremantle Prison
in the years abova?

How many female juvenile per-
sons were admitted to Fremantle
Prison in the years above?

How many mentally abnormal
persons are being accommodated
in the haospital within Fremantle

(4)

2y

(2)

(4)

Prison?
Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1} (a) male (b) female
1971-93 . 7393 1328
1972-73 .. 6913 1239
1973-74 . 5742 1 052
1974-75 . 5531 928

The above figures are for sen-
tenced prisoners. Aggregate figures
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are not avallable for trial and
remand prisoners.

and (3) Statistical data concern-
ing juveniles is not kept separ-
ately, the iInformation is being
retrieved and the member wiil be
advised as soon as possible.

(4) Six.

INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS
Statistics
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Has he arranged for Government
departments, etc., to complete
monthly returns indicating Indus-
tria] accidents and time lost be-
cause of such accidents?
If so, will he table these statisties
for the months of July to Decem-
ber 1975?
Mr GRAYDEN repled:
(1) Yes.
(2) Statisties will be compiled and
tabled within the next weck.

WARNBRO SCHOOL
Tenders for Cluster
Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
In relation to requests for a new
“cluster” to be bullt at Warnhro
Primary School—
(1) Have tenders been cailed for
the construction of a new

2

(2)

cluster?
(2) When were tenders called?
(3) When Is it expected that

tenders will close?

If tenders have not been called
when is it expected that
tenders will be called?

When is it expected that work
will begin on the new cluster?

GRAYDEN replied:

to (5> Documentsation for a six-
roomed cluster block and covered
assembly is currently in pre-
paration. Tenders will be called
when documentation Is com-
pleted. The bullding is scheduled
for completion for the beginning
of the 1977 school year,

(4)

%

Mr
(e 0

RECREATION OFFICERS
Applications

Mr BARNETT, ta the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Recreation:
(1) Is it a fact that the Community
Recreation Council called applica-
tions for recreation officers in Feb-
ruary this year which closed 12th
March of this year?

Is it a fact that the position of
recrention officer has now been
fillled?

2)

80.

81.

82.
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(3) Is the Minister aware that at least
one of the appleants for the posi-
tion was given no acknowledgment
as to receipt of his application
and that before any acknowledg-
ment was sent at all, to one or

more of the other applicants?
Will the Minister ensure that the
department extends normal cour-
tesy to future applicants?
GRAYDEN replied:

No. However, the council received
78 applications for a clerjcal offi-
cer position closing on that date.
The clerical officer position has
been filled.

Council records show that advice
was sent to g1l applicants.

4)

Mr
1)

(2)

(&)

LAND AT DIANELLA
Purchase by M. and R. Kessell

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Housing:
Will he table all material relevant
to the purchase of land at Dian-
ella from the State Housing Com-

mission by Drs. M. and R. Kes-
sell?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

No. Dealings between any individ-
ual and the State Housing Com-
mission are regarded as confiden-
tial. I strongly support the long
standing attitude of previous Min-
isters and of the commission that
such matters should not be made
public,

TOWN PLANNING
Zoning Appeal: M. and R. Kessell

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Housing:

Will he table all documents, cor-
respondence, files, ete., relating to
an appeal—by Drs. M. and R.
Kessell against the refusal by the
Stirling City Council to grant an
application for A.A. zoning use
within a residential area?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

Matters relating to zoning use and
appeals thereto do not come
within the jurisdiction of the Min-
ister for Housing, but lle between
the appellant, the Minister for
Urban Developmen$y and Town
Planning, the local authority and
the Town Planning Board.

HOUSING
Country Building Contracts

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Housing:

(1) How many country builders were
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awarded contracts for the build-
ing of State Housing Commission
houses in country areas in each of
the years 1974 and 19757

What was the largest number of
nouses built for the S.H.C. under
contract by a country builder in
each of the two years referred to
above?

How many couniry builders to
whom the SH.C. has awarded
contracts, have the capacity to
construct more than 20 houses
under the one contract?

How many country builders, to
whom the S.H.C. has awarded
contracts for the building of
houses would be prevented from
accepting tenders of more than
30 houses?

Under the proposed S.H.C. pro-
gramme, for how many houses is
it proposed to call en bloc tenders
this year, in the following
regions—

(a) Bunbury;

(b) Albany;

() Geraldion?

r P. V. JONES replied:

Excluding the north-west, 10 in
1974, and 18 in 1975,

Excluding the north-west, 14 uniis
at Laverton in 1974, and 24 units
at Geraldton in 1975.

and (4) It is not possible to give
any useful answer to these ques-
tions. The capacity of a particular
builder to undertake a particular
contract depends on what arran-
gements he may make with other
builders or with suppliers. I un-
derstand the hon. member has
had a phone discussion with a
senior officer of the Houslng Com-
mission and obtained information
regarding current proposals for
the country building programme.
It is, therefore, relevant to re-
mark that the answer to these
two gquestions also Involves the
capacity or preparedness of the
builder to employ apprentices
directly or through his sub-con-
tractors.

This information was provided In
answer to a question without
notice from the hon. member on
30th March 1976.

To that information I would add
that the award of a contract will
be largely conditional on the con-
tractor being able to satisfy the
contract condition requiring em-
ployment of apprentices in the
ratio of not less than one appren-
tice for each five units in the
contract.

It is relevant to this guestion to
provide the information that since
1st January, 1976, the State Hous-
ing Commission has ecalled 20
tenders in country centres. In
eight of those, no tenders were
recelved; one tender only was
submitted in each of another hine
centres; and one of these was sub-
sequently withdrawn; and two
tenders only in each of the re-
maining three centres.

This does not indicate real in-
terest by country builders to
tender for Housing Commission
construction.

As the hon. member would be
aware from his phone conversa-
tion, the en bloc tenders do not
constitute the whole country pro-
gramme for 1976-77. There will
be additional construction under
other programmes, and there will
be a substantial number of hous-
ing units to be upgraded.

QUESTIONS (10): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

URANIUM

Exploration by Overseas Companies

Mr

MAY, to the Minister for Mines:
In connection with uranium ex-
ploration in Western Australla by
overseas companies will he ad-
vise—

{(a) the names of companies either
wholly or jointly helding min-
ing tenements or temporary
reserves;

(b) the areas involved;

(¢) the dates of applications and
approvals; and

(d) the dates of applications still
being processed but not yet
approved?

MENSAROS replied:
I thank the honourable member
for some notice of this question.
The reply 1s as follows—
As uranium is included with
other minerals in a very large
number of mining tenements
and temporary reserves in
Western Australla, a very ex-
tensive search of the records
would be required to obtain
the details reguested. As such
work would delay day to day
duties of the department to
the detriment of the people
it serves, I am not prepared
to have it done.
If the honourable member has any
specific inguiries he should re-
late them to me and I will be
quite happy to ask for one or two
files. However, the compilation of
this combrehensive information
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would be so costly that it would
he irresponsible of me to request
the department to obtain it.

HOUSING ]
Flats: Prohibition on Birds

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Housing;

Arising out of a question asked

by the member for Rockingham

regarding the keeping of caged
birds in SHC flats—

(1) Would the Minister be pre-
pared to review the commis-
sion’s attitude so that caged
birds could be kept in such
circumstances on the grounds
that caged hirds are in a com-
pletely different category from
other animals?

(2) Will he ensure tha{ until such
a review is undertaken no
action will be taken against
any tenant{ Kkeeping caged
birds in SHC rental accom-
modation?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

I thank the hcnourable member
for notice of this question. The
answer is as follows—

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes, unless there are particu-
lar clrcumsiances to the con-
trary. I would like to indicate
that although the honourable
member suggests this could be
done on the grounds that
caged birds are in a completely
different category from other
animals, if he refers to the
answer I gave yesterday he
will find that this matter is
not entirely within the dis-
eretion of the commission.
The commission must comply
with other Acts and by-laws.
However, the review he seeks
will be undertaken.

IRRIGATION
South-west: Press Report

Mrs CRAIG, to the Minister for
Works:

An artficle published in the
South Western Times on the 30th
March and in the Daily News of
same date, stated that a multi-
million dollar plan which eould
wipe out irvigation farming in the
south-west was being considered
by the Public Works Department.
Would the Minister indicate to the
House if this is so, and further,
would he notify the House of the
source of this statement?
O'NEIL replied:

I thank the honourable member
for giving me some hotlece of the
question. As this is a matter of

Mr

such great importance to members
of this Chamber and to people in
the metropolitan area and in the
country, I trust that you, Mr
Speaker, will allow me to read a
Press release which I have issued
through all the media today and
which I wiil supply to all members
from the south-west. Before going
on to that I must say that I had
a conversation this morning with
the management of the newspaper
concerned, the editor, and the re-
porter because the report is totally
and completely without founda-
tion and no attempt was made,
as far as I can ascertain, to check
with either myself, as the respon-
sible Minister, with the Under-
Secretary for Works, or with the
Director of Engineering as to the
veracity of the report which, for
the benefit of members, says that
the Public Works Department is
considering such a plan.

Jamieson: You are not going to
put meters on wells, too?

Mr O’NEIL: I mentioned that. I quoted

that when I was talking to the
mahagement of the newspaper.
In order to put the matter into
perspective I ask you, Mr Speaker,
to be tolerant with me and allow
me to read the Press release which
I have issued. It reads—

The Minister for Works and
Water Supplies, Hon. DP. H.
O'Neil, M.L.A., today categoric-
ally denied a report published
yesterday that a plan to use
irrigation water from the Har-
vey-Collie area was being con-
sidered by the Public Works
Department.

Mr. O'Neil staied that, in try-
ing to establish the basis for
the rumour, he had discovered
thaet in 15874 a symposium en-
titled “Water Requirements for
Agriculture Industry and Urban
Supply for a Metropolis of Two
Million in the South West of
Western Australia”, was organ-
ised jointly by the W.A. Branch
of the Australian Institute of
Agricultural Sclence and the
Hydrology Branch of the West-
ern Australian Division of the
Institution of Engineers Aus-
tralia, At this symposium op-
tions were canvassed that Perth
could be supplled with water
more cheaply from the existing
irrigation dams in the South
West than from alternative
sources.

Mr O'Neil added that it Is sig-
nificant that other contributors
to the symposium foreshadowed
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increasingly intense use cf the
irrigation areas for agriculiure
in the years to come.

The possibllity of diverting
South West irrigation water
from farmers to the metrepoli-
tan area for use of industry and
domestic econsumers was not
being examined and nor is active
consideration contempiated.
The Metropolitan Water Board
is currently constructing the
Wungong Brook Dam and it is
also developing underground
resources near Perth. For some
years to come it will continue
to develop near resources and
so reduce expenditure on costiy
trunk mains.

The Government had also
granted to the Metropolitan
Water Board the right to use
the water of the Murray River
which could provide additional
capacity to meet the future
demand of the metropolitan
area,

The Minister said that he ce-
plored the irresponsible rsport-
ing of a story which was com-
pletely unfounded and which
had caused needless worry and
anxiety to farmers and resid-
ents of South West towns,

4. COCKBURN SOUND NAVAL BASE

Nuclear Vessels: Discussions with

Commonweaith

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:

My question relates to questlon 52
on today’s notice paper, I wish to
preface my remarks by saying that
this Parliament Iis becoming a
farce. I believe the Standing
Qrders allow me to make prelimin-
ary comments so that my question
will be quite clear. Question 52 on
today’s notice paper asks whether
discussions have heen held be-
tween the Premier and Mr Xillen
and whether there has been any
resolution of the problem concern-
ing the soverelgn rights of the
State to worry about the environ-
ment and the Australian Govern-
ment’s undoubted right to concern
itself with defence. The Premier’s
reply to what I thought was quite
& reasonable question was—

See reply to question 20.

The reply to question 20 insults
this House, Mr Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member

will resume his seat. I have been
tolerant of the member so far
when he sald that this Parliament
is a farce, but when he asks a
question with or without notice

Sir

it must be asked in the proper
terms. I ask him to ask his ques-
tion shorn of all opinions that
he might wish to express. These
should be held for other times. I
call the member for Morley.

+ A. R. TONKIN: I was referring

to question 20 and there is no
question of my opinion in this
matter at all. It was the answer
of the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment. He sgid—

The Government has no Inten-
tion of allowing answers to
questions to be used as a
vehicle for either satisfying
the curiosity of a particular
member...

Members of this House have a
right to ask whether there was
consultation between the Federal
Minister for Defence and the
Premier. Does the Premler con-
sider that this is a proper reply
to a pariiamentary question as
to whether there was consultation
between himself and a Minister
of the Australian Government or
whether we are to expect further
insulting answers of this nature?

CHARLES COURT replied:

I suggest that the member far
Morley go quietly away and read
all the answers given to him by
the Minister when he answered
question 20.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is not technical.
Sir CHARLES COURT: If the member

will listen, I suggest that he read
the total answer.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: I have done so.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Read it again

Mr

because 1t does not relate only to
technical matters. I wish to tell
the member and all others in the
House that I am not going to be
a party to discussing openly
matters of defence where we
could wittingly or unwittingly be
giving information which we
should not give.

A. R. Tonkin: But you had dis-
cussions with Mr Killen. Is that
giving information to an enemy?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I remind the

member that Premiers have some
special responsibilities in these
matters. His own leader would tell
him that from time to time
Commonwealth Governments of
all parties have to talk to Pre-
miers of all parties, Neither a
Premier nor his Government
should be subjected to guestions
on some of these matters. If the
member wishes to persist in these
matters purely to satisfy his tech-
nical curiosity he 1s not going to
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waste the time of our senior offi-
cers and he is certainly not geing
to get information on the other
parts of the question. Nor will
we expose ourselves to the danger
of answering questions which
could bring answers which wit-
tingly or unwittingly disclese in-
formation which should not be
disclosed. T have given the nec-
essalry instruction and I take full
responsibility for it.

HOUSING
Country Building Coniracts

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Housing:

My question arises out of guestion
82 today and a question without
notice yesterday. Is it Intended
under the proposals of the State
Housing Commission that tenders
for the construction of new houses
in country regions could be and
will be called in groups in excess
of 407

Mr P. V. JONES replted:

As I indicated yesterday, I am not
auite certain, because I do not
have the information to hand,
whether one or two of the ten-
ders may be in excess of 40. Cer-
tainly my recollection, from seeing
the estimate and the suggested
figure, is that none are in excess
of 40. If the honourable member
would lilke to pursue the matter
with me I can give him the figures
that we are considering at present.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

City of Stirling: Retaining Wall Dispute

Mr YOUNG, to the Minister for Local
Government:

My questiont concerns the answer
the Minister gave me to guestion
32. In view of the fact that Her
Worship, the Mayor of Stirling
(Mrs Venville), refused me the
right to enter a meeting on the
17th March, which is referred to
in the Minister's answer, will he
tell me whether he has ascer-
tained from the City of Stirling
bevond a reasonable doubt that
she subsequenfly allowed a Daily
News reporter fo attend?

Point of Order

Mr HARMAN: I raise g point of order.

The Minister is entitled to answer
guestions relating only to his own
jurisdiction. As I understand it,
this question concerns some actlon
taken by the mayor of a local
authority.

Government members: He is asking

the Minister for Locel Govern-
mentg.

The SPEAKER: At this juncture I am

unable to make a determination
as to whether the point of order
raised by the member for May-
lands is valld or not. I am pre-
pared to hear what the Minister
has to say in reply,

Question Without Notice Resumed
Mr RUSHTON replied:

As indicated in the answer which
I gave the member for Scar-
borough, the information was
sought from the City of Stirling,
I confirm that a reporter of the
Daily News was admitted to the
meeting. Hls name is Guy Daniel.

EDUCATION

Funds: Allocation, and Assessment of

Needs

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

I gave some notice of my question
which is as follows—

Arising from the Premier's
statement in The Record of
the 26th March, 1976, page 8,
“no fairminded person who
looked cbjectively at the West-
ern Australian Government’'s
education programme would
deny—

The SPEAKER: How long is the

quote?

Mr BRYCE: One sentence, which con-

finues—

—that education funds were
allotted on & needs basis” . . .
“this was strictly in accord
with the Government’s policy
and with the Premier’s own
beliefs”—

(a) what criterla does the
Governmment employ to
assess needs;

(b) is it not a fact that the
Western Australian Gav-
ernment flnanacially as-
sists Independent schools
on a flat rate per capita
basls, assessed at the rate
of 23 per cent of the
amount of current expen-
diture on students In Gov-
ernment schools?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I thank the honourable member
for notice of the guestion. Mem-
bers will recall that the member
for Ascot asked this question
yesterday and I requested that it
be placed on the notice paper. The
reply is as follows—

(a) There are different ecri-

terla for differing assist-
ance,
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(b} This is only one form of
assistance given.

The SPEAKER: I will take two more

questions after the next one.

PORTS

Nuclear Vessels: Commonwealth Inquiry

The SPEAKER: How long

Mr A. R TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

My question refers to the answer
he gave to portion of question 22
on today’s notice paper, in which
he stated that Mr Berinson made
no such statement relatlng to
Cockburn Sound at any meeting
of the Australlan Environment
Councll. I wish to quote from the
Daily News of the 2nd March and
ask him if he denies this report
which purports to be a true record
of proceedings. The article reads—

is the
quotation?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Very brief. Refer-

ring to Mr Berinson, the article
reads—

In August he told a8 Perth
meeting of the Environment
Council (the State and Fed-
eral Ministers for Environ-
ment) of his proposal.

He sald he intended that after
the impact study had been
made public there should be a
full public inquiry before com-
missioners.

He proposed that the States
should appoint one of the
commissloners.

The State ministers unanim-
ously supported in principle
Mr Berinson's plan.

1 ask the Minister whether, in fact,
such g plan had been accepted by
the Ministers, The Minister stated
that no such statement was made
by Mr Berinson. Is that newspaper
report incorrect?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

If the honourable member refers
to the answer I gave, the meeting
of the Australian Environment
Council to which he refers and of
which I was chairman—and I
checked the transcript this morn-
ing—Mr Berinson made no such
statement related to Cockbumn
Sound. If in fact he quotes from
a Press statement referring to
something else, I suggest it is in-
accurate, because he did not refer
to Cockburn Sound in the terms
in which the question was asked
today.

9,

10.

“NEW PRESS” PUBLICATION

Inquiry into Article

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:

Sir

Mr

Referring to question 65 on to-
day's notice paper, and while not
wishing to pry into the Premier's
personal business, I ask does he
agree with me that the freedom
of the Press is a wvery valuable
freedom; and, secondly, if this
is 50, is it true that he interviewed
at length the President of the
Australian Journalists’ Association
and complained quite bitterly
about an article which appeared
in a recent edition of New Press
and to which he took exception?

CHARLES COURT replied:

The first part of the question, re-
lating to the freedom of the Press,
does implnge on Government
policy and therefore I will answer
it. T wholeheartedly subscribe to it
even if I do not agree with the
Press on mahy occasions. So far
as the second part of the question
is concerned, the answer I gave
to No. 65 on today's notice paper
—and the honourable member was
not present when I gave the an-
swer—still stands. If he wants to
pursue it any further, let him.

TOWN PLANNING

M. and R. Kessell: Zoning Appeal

BARNETT, to the Minister for

Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

1 apologise for the lack of prior
notice of the question which is as
follows—

Will he table all documents,.
correspondence, files, etc., re-
lating to an appeal by Drs M.
and R. Kessell against the re-
fusal by the Stirllng City
Council to grant an applica-
tion for A.A. zoning use
within a residential area?

The SPEAKER.: Has not this guestion

already been asked?

Mr BARNETT: Yes, but of the wrong

Minister,

Mr RUSHTON replied:

No.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION

Council Personnel

Message from the Council received and

read notifying the personnel of sessional.
committees elected by that House.
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BILLS (11): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING
Metropolitan Region Town Planning
Scheme Act Amendment Bill,

2, Metropolitan Region Improvement
Tax Act Amendment Bill,

3. Land Tax Bill
4. Land Tax Assessment Bill,

5. Anzac Day Act Amendment Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Sir
Charles Court (Treasurer), and
read a first time.

6. Jetties Act Amendment Bill.

Western Australian Marine Act Am-
mendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions, by Mr
O'Neil (Minister for Works), and
read a first time.

8. Employment Agents Bill.

8. Weights and Measures Act Amend-
ment Bill.

10. Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment Bill,

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr

Grayden (Minister for Labour and
Industry), and read a first time.

National Parks Authority Bill,

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr P. V.
Jones (Minister for Conservation
and the Environment), and read a
first time.

1

=

1

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: THIRD DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 30th March,
on the following moticn by Mr Tubby—

That the following Address-in-Reply
go His Excellency’s Speech he agreed
O

May it please Your Execellency:

We, the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parllament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne) [555
p.m.]l: I support the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-Reply and in so do-
ing I wish to congratulate the member for
Greenough on the manner in which he
moved the motion on the first occasion he
has had to speak in this place. I also take
this opportunity to congratulate the Leader
of the Opposition en his long service in this
House. I appreciate the opportunity
to be able to speak on the day on which
the Leader of the Opposition has created a
record for the longest service by any mem-
ber in this Parliament. He has been an
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example to me in the short time I have
been here and I certainly hope to experi-
ence some of the longevity of his service.

As is the custom when debating the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-Reply, I will bring to the attention of
the House & number of specific points in
relation to my electorate. Two significant
recent developments have occurred in the
electorate of QGascoyne, Members will
recall that during the Address-in-Reply
debate some 12 months ago I urged that
the Radio Australia base, which was to be
resited away Irom Darwin, should be
located at Carnarvon. At the time I raised
this issue in the House a decision had
already been made to relocate the base on
the existing OTC site at Gnangara, just
north of Perth.

Following my address in the House and
submissions to various authorities—and
having received some assisiance from the
Premier—the former decision was altered
in favour of Carnarvon. That decision
was extremely significant to the develop-
ment of Carnarvon, and the development
of the Gascoyne region generally. The
tide has turned and the area has recom-
menced an expansionary phase for the
first time since the closure of the space
tracking station,

I thank the Premier for his enthusiastic
support of the proposal, and I thank also
all the technical people who were involved,
and who were prepared to investigate the
points I raised in favour of Carnarvon.
The people of Carnarvon, particularly the
iocal contractors and the members of the
Carnarven Shire Council, are to be con-
gratulated on their efforts to ensure the
opergtion went smoothly,

The first transmission from the new sta-
tion was an the 20th December. Broad-
casts were made to South-East Asia, from
Carnarvon, well and truly by Christmas
Day, 1975, the first anniversary of cyclone
Tracy which destroyed the Radio Aus-
iralia base at Darwin. I express my
appreciation to all those who were
responsible for relocating the facility.

The station reached full power trans-
mission on the Tth March, and was opened
officially on the 8th March. That was
just 10 months after the commencement
of the contract. The officials who
attended the opening paid tribute to all
concerned for their magnificent effort in
completing a $3 million facility in such
a short space of time,

The combination of the United States
Naval Communications Base at North-
West Cape with the OTC earth station
at Carnarvon and the new Radio Austra-
lia base re-established the Gascoyne re-

glon as the foremost communications
centre in the country.
Mr Davies: I think you could have

acknowledged the efforts of the Whitlam
Government in locating the base at Car-
narvon. v a B
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Mr LAURANCE: The Whitlam Govern-
ment was in power when the decision was
masade.

Mr Davies: You have now acknowledged
that effort.

Mr LAURANCE: The second most slg-
nificant development in the region was the
recent announcement that BHP intended
to buy a controlling fnterest in Texada
Mines. That news was certainly very wel-
come in Carnarven. The salt Industry
has been bedevilled by problems, and
Texada has been no exception. As Texada
Is the largest employer of labour in the
Carnarvon area, the problems associated
with the salt industry have meant in-
security and anxiety for the people of the
distriect. The involvement of BHP wlill be
welcome, and may assist to rationalise the
industry and bring some stability to Car-
narvon. I trust also that the problems
assgciated with potash production will
eventually he overcome.

In his Speech the Governor mentioned
emergency services, among other things,
particularly in relation to the wonderful
effort by all concerned at Port Hedland
following cyclone Joan. But the Gascoyne
region has been affected In one way or
another by two cyclones this summer;
namely, eyclones Vanessa and Wally, Both
of them caused some anxiety in my area.
Vanessa brought some difficulty to the Car-
narvon area, some damage to the banana
plantations, anxiety to the townspeople,
and damage to the fishing fleet. Cyclone
Wally brought anxiety to the people of the
township of Dehham in Shark Bay. The
problem was that the cyclenes changed
course, and this could not be predicted by
the cyclone warning centre.

Representations made to me have led
to an investigation of the emergency ser-
vices and cyclone warning systems, par-
ticylarly in relation to my area. I have
had discussions with the State Emergency
Service and the cyclone warning centre in
Perth. The findings have heen interesting
and have raised a number of points rele-
vant to my district,

Cyclones, generally, and the effect of
them have become paramount in the
minds of the people in recent times, par-
ticularly since the experiences at Darwin
and Port Hedland, It is not only that
people feel anxiety but that cyclone pre-
paratiotis are expensive operations. The
Texada salt industry has to expend a
considerable sum of money in bhattening
down for cyclones. Radio Australia, our
new facility, has found it must lower the
aerlals. The towers are cyclone-proof but
the aerials must be taken down at the time
of a cyclene. Someone has to make a
calculated guess whether Radio Australia
will be affected and whether it will be
necessary to take down the aerials. The
fishing fleet als¢ requires accurate infor-
mation in relation to cyclones. Cyclone
Wally did some $150 000-worth of damage
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to the prawning frawlers. So the accurate
reporting of cyclones in my area is of vital
importance,

Following discussions with the various
bodies it seems there are at least two
solutions. The first relates to the State
Emergency Service. We should perhaps be
looking to the establishment of regional
offices of the State Emergency Service at
Port Hedland and Carnarvon to liaise
with the small communities. One of the
problems with the proliferation of small
communities in the north is that they are
not generally mentioned in cyclone reports,
Only larger centres are mentioned and
it is anticipated that the smaller com-
munities will take all the necessary pre-
cautions but I think liaison could be
improved by regionalisation of the State
Emergency Service,

Secondly, I think it is imperative to
establish more warning systems off the
west coast of the State in the Gascoyne
area. I would like to refer briefly to a
letfer I have received from Mr Southern,
the head of the c¢yclone warning centre
in Perth. He told me—

. . . experience on the west coast has
indicated that significant errors can
be made in determining the precise
position of a cyclone centre by satel-
lite. This error can be of the order
of 100 km depending on the cioud
cover and picture distortion.

It seems it is difficult to plot ecyclones
accurately in this area. Mr Southern goes
on to compare the west coast of the State
with the north-west coast off Pilbara and
the Kimberley. He says—

Ohbservational facilities on the
Northwest coast are noticeably su-
perior to those of the west coast.
Weather watch radar are located at
Hedland and Broome, four automatic
weather stations are based off the
coast, reports from shipping on the
iron-ore routes are much more ex-
tensive, generally one or more oil-rigs
supply regular reports, and satellite
pictures of & cyclone are generally
clearer being free from other cloud
systems common further south. There
are fewer reporting points on the west
coast due to greater separation of
communities.

The motion of cyclones off the west
coast is more difficult to follow and
as cyclones move into the region of
westerly jet streams they recurve
more rapidly and frequently accelerate
towards the coast.

So it has been proven that with the in-
formation available it is difficult to fore-
cast accurately the movement of cyclones
in this area. The cyclone picture at 10.00
p.m. may have a lot of cloud cover, and
a variation in the path of the cyclone can
go unnoticed by the cyclone warning
centre,
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I wish to announce that I have been
advised by Mr Southern that by 1978 a
weather-watch radar should be operating
at Learmonth. It will have a range of
250 killometres. It will not reach to
Carnarvon but it will be an improvement.
By that time a Japanese geo-stationary
satellite should be operating to provide
the Bureau of Meteorology with more fre-
quent satellite pletures.

However, that does not seem to be
enough, I would like fto see either a
weather-watch radar at Carnarvon or
more automatic weather stations off the
west coast. Not only would they be ad-
vantageous to my area but they would
also improve the accuracy of cyclone
tracking. The two cyclones I have men-
tioned went straight past the Gascoyne
area off the coast and affected the south-
ern areas of Geraldton and Perth. So
improved facilities will alsc be advan-
tageous to areas further south.

I now wish to bring to the notice of
the House two anomalles in relation to
costs affecting residents in my electorate.
Both of these anomalles result from re-
cent changes. The first is the inequit-
able Imposition of fire brigade charges
levied on Insurance premiums, which in-
volves two hasic problems.

The first is a general problem that has
been with us for a long time and the
sacond relates particularly to my area and
other northern areas. Let me dea] with
the basic problem firsi; that is, the method
of funding of fire brigades in this State.
The anomsaly is that insurers are asked
to carry the burden of financing the cost
of fire brigade services, This is an inequit-
able system as it burdens the prudent who
insure their properties.

The matter has been well canvassed in
this House previously. The member for
Albany has considerable knowledge of it,
and I know he has brought the problem
to the notice of this Chamber. I am told
that only three major countries of the
world—that is, Australia, New Zealand,
and Greece—use this system of taxing the
insurers to pay for fire brigades.

The problem has become more obvious
in recent years with the escalation in costs.
The cost of maintaining an efficient fire
brigade service has doubled in the last
three years. In 1973-74 the cost of fire
brigade services in Western Australia was
$6 million, and in 1975-76, this service will
cost $12.4 million. Because the tremendous
increases forced up premiums so drastie-
ally, in 1974 the insurance companies
isolated the fire brigade charge from the
premium in their renewal notices. So for
the first time the public generally hecame
aware of what they were paying for insur-
ance cover and what they were paying to
operate the fire brigade system,

A further inequity in our system is that
even some sections of the insuring public
do not pay this fire brigade charge. Today
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I asked a gquestion—question 45 on today’s
notice paper—ahout insurance contracts
arranged through the State Government
Fire, Marine and General Fund, adminis-
tered by the SGIO. Under this fund all
Government buildings and indeed, any
private or commercial buildings in which
the Government or one of its instrumen-
talities has an interest—usually a financial
interest—can be insured through this fund.
In reply to my question I was told that
$2 192 606 was the premium income for the
fund. I then asked—

Is the business arranged through
this fund declarable under the Fire
Brigades Act?

The answer to that was “No”. So even
shough the burden of maintaining the fire
brigades in this State is carried by the
insurers, there are some insurers who do
not carry their part of the burden; that
is, when they are able to insure through
that particular fund and therefore avoid
the fire brigade charge.

The solution is to change the system.
The Insurance Council of Australia is
working on the problem, and it has pro-
vided me with what {t considers to be a
solution.

Mr Hartrey: Bound to be a good one!

Mr LAURANCE: Two suggestions are put
forward., The first one is that the fire
brigade services should probably be' regarded
as the fourth arm of defence and funded
federally, The second suggestion is that the
State should take urgent steps te reor-
ganise the funding to, say, 124 per cent
Federal Government, 121 per cent State
Government, and 75 per cent local auth-
crities. This would be a rearrangement of
the funding, so that the 75 per cent which
is currently funded by insurance companies
would be taken over by local authorities.
At least it would mean that local auth-
orities would have control over their fire
brigade services and they would be able
to rate for this facility. All properties
within the fire brigade district could be
rated so that the charge would be equit-
able for all concerned.

I realise there are many difficulties in-
volved, and I am not able to suggest a
perfect solution. The Hon, Bill Whithers,
MLC, has proposed a system whereby local
government authorities should take over
this responsibility, and I support him in
that. The present system is quite inequit-
able, dand ahy improvement would be wel-
comed.

The situation has become even worse for
pecple in my electorate during the last
few months, and I will illustrate the second
problem inherent in our present system of
funding fire brigades and the diabolical
consequences for the people in my elector-
ate and northern residents generally. Due
to the experience of insurance companies
in recent times with cyclones which eaused
damage at Darwin and Port Hedland, as
well as the recent floods in Queensland,
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most companies have decided to levy a
storm and tempest loading in northern
areas. So pegple in these places who wish
to insure their properties must now pay
a loading for that privilege.

Insurance companies levy the fire brig-
ade charge as a percentage of the total
premium 50 now these northern residents
are paying much more for this particular
charge, In fact, they are paying a per-
centage for the fire brigade charge on
their cyclone loading, and this is most
unfair. The insurance companies charge
51 per cent of the premium on domestic
properties for fire brigade charges, end
81 per cent on commercial properties. So
this means that a dispreportionate amount
of the cost of the upkeep of fire brigades
is falling on the people in cyclone areas.

I would like o give the House some
brief examples of the way this is affecting
people in the north. I received these figures
from a major company with agencies in
Perth, Carnarvon, and Port Hedland. The
househelders’ cover for a $10 000 house
in Perth, Carnarvon, or Port Hedland is
$22; that figure does not alter.

Sitting suspended jfrom 6.15 Lo 7.30 p.m.

Mr LAURANCE: Before the tea suspen-
sion I was about to give examples of the
way in which my area is being affected
by fire brigade charges levied on insur-
ance premiums. I gave the example of
& premium applying to houses insured for
$10 000 and situated in Perth, Carnarvon,
and Port Hedland. In each case the pre-
mium is $22. However, as from the begin-
ning of this year most companies have
added a storm and tempest levy on top of
that. The company I asked to supply these
figures is a major one, and I was informed
that in Carnarvon the additional premium
to cover storm and tempest is $75, and
at Port Hedland $150. Bear in mingd that
in each case this is for a $10 000 insur-
ance contract. The fire brigade charges
amount to $11.22 in Perth, $51.41 in Car-
narvon. and $86 in Port Hedland. To
complete the figures, the total amounts
payable, including stamp duty, fire brigade
charges, and cyclone levy are $35 in Perth,
$156 in Carnarvon, and $270 in Port
Hedland.

I will give briefly the rounded-off figures
applying to a house worth $25 000 in each
of those centres. In Perth the total
premium is $64, in Carnarvon it is $3635,
and in Port Hedland it is $658. The reason
for the tremendous discrepancy in those
figures is, firstly, the storm and tempest
loading. I realise this has been imposed
as a result of the experience of insurance
companies in the north of Australia in
the last two or three years. However, in
addition to that is the fact that fire
brigade charges are then levied on the
total insurance premium.

Members can see the enormous effect
this is having on the residents in my area
and in other parts of the north. To add
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to this, of course, we cannot forget that
building costs are higher in those areas
than they are in the metropolitan area; so
when one is looking at insuring a house
in the north, one is also logking at a larger
amount of insurance as a result eof the
increased building costs, and this adds
further to the problem. Therefore, I be-
lieve these cyclone levies and fire brigade
charges have an enormous, inequitable
impact on the people in my area.

I know the Insurance Council of Austra-
lia is working on this problem, and X
appeal to tha$ council, to the Chief Sec-
retary, and to the Fire Brigades Board
urgently to find a solution to this problem.

I mentioned that there are two cost
anomalies which have been brought to
my notice, and these have arisen only re-
cently. The first is in regard to insurance
premiums, with which I have just dealt,
and the second concerns the transport of
chilledq meat. This matter has just come
to my notice because transporters in my
area have notified their customers that
they intend increasing dramatically the
charges for transporting chilled carcase
meat,

The reason for this increase occurred
some years ago. By way of question 44 on
today’s notice paper I asked the Minister
for Health about a particular regulation,
and I was told that it came into force in
July, 1969, Presumably it has taken some
years to be implemented. This regulation
makes it essential for transporters of car-
case meat to hang the carcases rather
than store them normally inside the chiller
trucks. Consequently, each carcase requires
& great deal more room in the truck, I
give as an example a freezer truck with a
capacity of something llke 15 tonnes fully
loaded. When that truck is fitted with a
rail and carcases are hung, something like
only eight tonnes can be carried. There-
fore, naturally, the transport companies
must charge twice the amount to make up
for the lack of weight; in other words,
they must charge a great deal more in
order to keep the journey viable as far as
they are concerned.

S0, here again I can see the reason for
this regulation; and I presume in the
metropalitan area where we have the dis-
continuance of the use of stockinette cas-
ings around carcases, when carcases are
being loaded into the freezer and people
are walking in and out a rather unsavoury
situation would exist. Therefore, it is a
good idea to have this regulation enforced
in the metropolitan area. However, when
regulations are made I would ask that their
effect on people in remote areas be taken
into account, because in this case it means
that people in northern areas will pay very
dearly for chilled meat.

In many cases the only altermative to
chilled meat is frozen meat, because it can
be stacked in freezer trucks in larger
quantities, whilst chilled meat must hang;
and hanging carcases lowers the overall
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weight which can be carrled by the truck
and, consequently, increases the price of
transport dramatically.

Finally, I would like to turn to a situa-
tion that is very troubling in my area, It is
the matter of the provision of mail services
to station properties. We have seen a de-
cline in the service to stations or pastoral
areas, generally, in the last few years. The
principle that has emanated from Can-
berra recently—that the user must pay—
has fallen very harshly on the people in
outback and remote areas. I am hoping
we will see a reversal of this policy very
shortly.

The contribution to the Australian
economy made by the people in the areas
of which I am speaking is very great in-
deed. The proportion they contribute to
the taxation collected in this country, and
also their contribution by way of valuable
export earnjngs must in my opinion be
given great consideration, These people do
all this for our economy, and in return
they ask for wvery little in the way of
services. When compared with city people,
the people in remote areas do not have
sewerage or roads such as those found in
the metropolitan area. They have no power
supply, no water supply, nor do they have
a footpath running past their homes, and
s0 on, Naturally they do not expect these
things; and, even meore naturally, they
do not get them.

However, in spite of that they do re-
quire other services. They require com-
munications and some regular contact by
way of mail services. As I said, this prin-
ciple that the user must pay has fallen
harshly on them. The high cost of tele-
phone installations and telephone charges
has hit them hard. A factor which irks
them a great deal is that in most cases
even ringing up the nearest service centre
touorder parts or stores means an STD
call.

The situation has worsened dramatically
within the last few months because a num-
ber of these mail runs are now in jeopardy.
Either the service has heen cut back—
perhaps from once a week to once a fort-
night—or it has been discontinued alto-
gether. It is this rapid deterioration of
the service that concerns me greatly. A
number of services In my area are under
immediate threat. One service, from Car-
narvon to Exmouth, closed down this
month; and two more in pastoral areas—
one commencing in Mullewa and another
commencing in Cue—each of which serves
stations in my electorate are threatened
with closure at the end of June.

There are many reasons for this situa-
tion. First of all there is the tender system.
Contractors are required to submit a tender
to Australia Post for the carrying of mails,
and Australia Post must accept the low-
est tender. Some uneconomic tenders have
been submitted. Often a viable contractor
who is doing a good job decides that he
must either malntain his tender at the

previous figure, or even reduce the figure
to counteract the danger of someone else
taking the contract away from him. He
has no security in this respect, so often
he cannot put on his tender a figure that
is equitable for him.

Secondly, difficulties faced by the pas-
toral Industry have caused a cutback in
the amount of business conducted through
these mall trucks. The pastoral Industry
has had to look for ways to cut Its costs,
and it must employ the cheapest freight
possible. Many times, this meant getting a
backload for wool rather than the more
traditional method adopted whereby the
mail contractor would take stores, fuel and
other provisions out to the statlon and
bring back wool, thus balancing his load-
Ing and enabling him to have a planned
operation. However, In these difficult times,
pastoralists have tended to look for empty
trucks returning to the metropolitan area
and in this way reduce thelr freight costs.

It is also a fact that fewer people today
are employed on stations. The economics
of the pastoral indusiry require the owner-
operator to be almost the only person on
the station. Consequently, these people do
not require the same amount of stores and
provisions they required previously when
larger numbers of people were embployed
on these properties.

In additlon, the lifestyle of many of
them 15 changing. Previously, their only
contact with the nearest centre of popula-
tion was through the mall contractor, but
today that situation has changed. For a
variety of reasons, these people need to he
in their centres of populatlon more often.
Therefore more aircraft are being used in
the pastordl areas and people make more
frequent trips to thelr closest towns and
in some ways they are undermining their
own mall service. This is no criticism of
the pastoral people; it merely is a reflection
of their changing lfestyle and expecta-
tlons, just as all of us have expectations
for a higher standard of llving,

Another reason for the difficulties faced
by malil contractors is the problems faced
by the contractors themselves. They carry
out thelr work over very rough roads, which
makes It tremendously taxing on the
vehlcles and the operators. In recent years,
the cost of vehicles has risen enormously,
and this has made it difficult for them to be
replaced regularly enough for the contrac-
tor to provide the right kind of service.

To make sure I was aware of all the
problems faclng mail contractors, a few
months ago I spent three days on a mail
truck in my area with a man who is con-
sidered to be one of the best mail con-
tractors in this State. In three days we
covered 600 miles over extremely rough
roads and visited 18 stations. I found
it a most gruelling trip both for the con-
tractor and his vehicle, I pay ftribute
to this person that he is able to continue
providing such a service to the pastora-
lists.
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1 have enumerated to members the rea-
sons for difficulties currently experienced
with mail services. The pastoralists are
prepared to forego other services most of
us would demand from the community.
However, they do demand, and rightly so,
good communications at reasonable cost
and mail services at satisfactory intervals.

One major difficulty that is concerning
me at the moment is the children under-
going correspondence lessons and using
the School of the Air for their education.
They require a frequent flow of material
for their education, both to them and
back again to their teacher for marking.

Mr Harman: How many are involved?

Mr LAURANCE: A relatively small
number of children; there is a mighty lot
of country, but relatively few people. I
should like to offer some solutions to this
problem. Firstly, I think we must have
a complete break with the present system
of mail delivery. Secondly, we must look
at the problem from the point of view
of providing an integrated transport ser-
vice involving supplies, stores, fuel and
mail to go to the stations, and backloading
to come from the stations. Rather than
looking at the problem of the mail service
in isolation. we must look at it as a trans-
port service.

To make a complete break with the
system, we must do away with the tender
system and replace it with a set figure
provided by Australia Post for each mail
run. It has been suggested to me that
a rate of 18¢c a mile. which is the Federal
Government's current calculation of the
running expenses of a light vehicle, would
be an appropriate figure if a utility were
employed, as it possibly could be on & run
involving only mail. A set figure would
underpin the whole operation and give
the contractor a set amount for providing
a mall service to those isolated people.

In addition, if Australia Post does not
decide the contractor by tender system,
he should be selected by the pastoralists
on each mail run, Some difficulties could
be experienced in this respect, but in
recent times in my area where these
mail runs have run into difficulties there
have heen several meetings of all the
pastoralists on that particular route. They
have met together to work out some solu-
tion to the problem.

Therefore, I helieve they could do the
same thing in respect of deciding which
of the contractors making themselves
available should provide the service. The
decision would have to be based on the
service offered by any prospective con-
tractor, the equipment he Intended to use.
and the freight rates he intended to
charge, These could be negotiated ac-
cording to the additional amount of freight
available, or on a service charge, by
which I mean s¢ much each week for each
station. In fact. some station owners have
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already got together and decided they
will pay a set amount each week to keep
their mail contractor operational.

The problem is not a new one; it has
been going on for a long time. But the
fact that many of these contractors are
about {0 cease operating, and the rapidity
with which they are falling into diffi-
culties concerns me and the people in
my ared.

I acknowledge the great amount of
work done in relation to this problem by
the Premier. He has visited my area,
and we have talked to pastoralists. We
know the problem and have some sug-
gested solutions. Other members of Par-
liament representing pastoral areas also
have given a great deal of time and
thought to this problem.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has four minutes remaining,

Mr LAURANCE: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. Recently, the new Federal mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr Cotter) has been
applying himself to the problem and in
faet raised the matter in his maiden
speech in the Federal House.

To conclude, I believe we must look
beyond Australia Post as being the only
avenue of providing an answer. Perhaps
for this State, the Transport Commission
could be involved in ironing out some
of the difficulties; perhaps it should be
involved with the people on the mail
runs, to organise who should get which
confract. Perhaps there eould be a Trans-
port Commission licence for g person to
provide a transport service to those sta-
tions, knowing they will get a set amount
from Australia Post for providing the
mail service which is so necessary. I
certainly seek an urgent solution, and
trust that these thoughts of mine may
be of some assistance.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [7.50 p.m.]:
Like the member for Gascoyne, I should
like to congratulate the new member for
Greenough on the way in which he so
capably moved the Address-in-Reply mo-
tion.

I also should lke to join in the con-
gratulations which were extended to the
Leader of the Opposition. I trust that more
will be said about this on a more appropri-
ate oceasion in the not-too-distant future.
He is certainly deserving of the generous
attitude which the Premier extended on
this occasion.

In regard to the Address-in-Reply there
are three matters to which I should like to
draw the attention of the House. The
first deals with the dalry industry, which
is reaching a stage of crisis because the
overall reorganisation will eventuate during
the course of the coming year. Probably
the culmination of the reorganisatlon will
take place in June when the new market-
milk quotas are issued. I suspect that
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those quotas will probably be the last issue
of market-milk quotas for some consider-
able time.

There has been considerable upheaval in
the dairy industry in recent months cince
tfhe market-milk quotas were issued. This
is understandable because the conversion
by many farmers takes a deal of effort. a
considerable amount of capital and quite
a deal of time. The manner in which the
reorganisation of the dairy industry has
transpired leaves a considerable amount
to be desired. It leaves justification fer
criticism of the Government from the
Dairy Industry Authority. At the onset it
appeared relatively simple that there
should have been an assessment of the
numbhers of dairy farmers who were In-
terested in taking a quota and had the
capacity to serve it. The requirement
would then have heen to determine the
amount of market milk that would have
been available gnd the amount of finance
which was available from all sources to
provide the capital required for this
transitlon of the industry. Instead of that
there has bheen a piecemeal approach
which has been unco-ordinated and dis-
ordered.

Probably not the least cause of this
would be Government interference with
the DIA recommendations early in the
piece when so much valuable time was
lost and the DIA was not getting on with
the job for which it was intended.

I shall refer now to the position which
pertains in my own area—the Manjimup
area. I can probakly highlight most of
the difficulties being experienced in the
tail of the industry, so to speak, which is
the part of the industry which will require
the more immediate attention of the in-
dustry authority and the services and
opportunities for capital that might be
available. Time is running out for these
people and unless some move is made it
will be too late to effect a reasonable
change. The Manjimup area extends as
far as Northcliffe. It is an impoverished
area by industry standards which has
been built up from the days of the group
settlement scheme. Great amounts of capi-
tal were never injected into the area and
it has always beeh a struggling community
which has been without the opportunity
to expand to a stage where it could
reasonably have reached a degree of com-
fort and have been set upon its own feet.

At the beginning of 1975 there were 76
registered dairy farmers in the Manjimup
area. In 1975 seven left. In 1976 four left
and 18 obtained quotas. So of that initial
76, 47 farmers remained. Twenty-two have
applications in for guotas and by current
standards, judging by the percentage of
allocations, I do not think that many more
than a handful—it is being hopeful to say
a dozen—will receive a quota. Of the bal-
ance only five wil! consider staying in the
dairy industry without a quota and 17
out of 22 will simply shut down if they
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do not receive a market-milk quota.
Thirty-four will close in 1977 if they con-
tinue manufacturing milk. They will have
to do this apyway. Nine are doubtful be-
cause of the price involved. A price for
market milk has ngot been set for the
coming season and, on indications from
the Easiern States, it will be considerably
less than it was last season. Four would
stay on the production of cream if they
had to because they were nhot able to
obiain a quota.

I come now to the situation which will
make up the minds of these farmers for
them, whether they like it or not. That
single fact is that bulk milk pickup will
be the only way they can supply the mar-
ket. To put in a bulk milk tank will cost
approximately $7 000. In addition to this
there is the uperading of the particular
dairy which will automatically put the
prospect of hulk pickup out of the reach
of a mahufacturing dairy. There is no way
that this can be done on the capital which
is required and the return that would he
received on present prices which, as I have
indicated, look as though they will be less
in the forthcoming season. That is the
predicament that most of these farmers
are up against.

My Blaikie: How do you think this Act
will apply if the Dairy Industry Authority
has control of the inspectorial services and
other services in this regard? Do you not
think that the Department of Agriculture’s
influence has caused some problems in the
industry?

Mr H. D. EVANS: The member for
Vasse is heing obtuse. If he were to get
down to specifics we could perhaps analyse
the problems that may be worrying him.

Mr Blaikie: If only You had listened to
the amendments proposed by the Opposi-
tion in 1973.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The member for “gas’
i3 interjecting, as is his wont, and I will
have to stari replying to questions from
last night such as those regarding abat-
toirs. I was staggered that he should have
raised that matter, the track record of
the Government being so poor. It is not
very much better as far as the dairy in-
dustry is concerned, but if he wishes to
tell the House about it perhaps he would
like to wait until such time as he is on
his feet. In the interim I would be ohliged
if he wouid allow me to make the points
that are of vital concern to the industry
and to highlight the problem which re-
mains for those pecple who are looking
at virtually the last chance they will have
to remain in the dairy industry.

These dairy farmers have no alternative
but to turn to bulk marketing. This has
been highlighted in the past two weeks.
One of the two companies serving the area
indicated at the beginning of this month
that there would be no further pickup in
the area. To give a month’s notice at the
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heginning of the season to farmers who
have been clients for a great number of
years in many cases certainly does not re-
flect any credit on that company. The re-
maining company serving that area has
stepped into the hiatus and has indicated
that it would endeavour, if it is practicable
and after discussion with the farmers on an
individual basis, to provide a service,
making the proviso that bulk pickup
would be required as from the middle of
next year, The middle of next year means
the beginning of next year. The reason
is that management programmes have to
be implemented at the end of autumn, as
from the time of calving. That was the
predicament which had been foreseen and
which was pointed out in this House. It
has arrived as we foresaw.

Farmers who are caught up in it are
faced with a lack of funds which cannot
be obtained from the normal sources of
finance, the interest rates being far too

devastating. The funds that were made
available under the Australian dairy
adjustment programme have been

expended at this stage, and in all there
are 69 applications currently before the
authority which cannot be dealt with,
because the finance does not exist. I would
take this opportunity to point out the
inequitable way these funds have been dis-
bursed.

Of the total amount of $3.32 million it
would appear that in respect of milk vats
there were 260 applicants with loans
totalling $1.7 million; in respect of struc-
tural improvements there were 43 appli-
cants with loans totalling $303 000; and in
respeci of property purchases there were
18 applicants with loans totalling $9%3 000.
If this is looked at very closely it will be
seen that the average loan for milk vats
was $70006; for structural fmprovements
just below $7000: and for property pur-
chases, for which the total loans amounted
to $993 000 granted to 18 applicants, the
average loan was $55 212,

Why should the Iatter 18 favoured
applicants receive seven times the average
amount of concessional loan funds which
were available? Those 18 applicants have
certainly been given a tremendous advan-
tage which you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr
Blaikie}, would also consider as being
inequitable. It is something which should
not have occurred, and something for
which the present Government has a
responsibility to do something about.

Of the funds that were available under
the dairy adjustment scheme I would point
out that 13 applications for milk vats
loans were rejected, and 45 applications
were not considered for that purpose. For
property improvement 173 applications
were rejected, and another 24 applications
were not cohsidered. So, we find a total
of 30 applications were not considered, and
ahother 69 were not consl “wred at all
because of lack of funds.
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That is the situation before us. I feel
there is now a moral obligation on the
part of the State Government, which hed
the responsibility to disburse these funds
and to make them available to those far-
mers who were desperately in need of eapi-
tal for conversion, to make funds available
at some concessional rate comparable with
the rate under the dairy adjustment
scheme; otherwise we would have a ludi-
crous situation of 18 applicants who re-
ceived on the average in excess of $55 000
each being neighbours to other applicants
who have to convert to milk vats at bank
interest rates. The inequity of this cannot
be highlighted too much. I trust that the
response to my reguest to the Government
will be looked at with sympathetic con-
sideration.

Only one other point emerges from this:
and it is one which reflects sorely on the
company that is pulling out of an industry
of this nature after many years of serving
and being served by quotas, The company
that has remained in the field appears to
have a smaller number of milk quotas
supplying it with milk than was previously
the case. In other words, the company
which has remained and did the right
thing in the circumstances has been dis-
advaniaged, because with the total amount
of milk quotas now available this company
has received a smaller percentage than it
did previously.

This is something which should be
looked at closely, because the whole tenor
of the negotiations with the companijes
was that np company would receive a
smaller percentage of its servieing than
it experienced at the time the legislation
was passed. Obviously this will not be the
case, and there should be an adjustment
in some form.

There is the existing method of making
adjustments, but that is not adequate.
Some entitlement should be given to the
company, perhaps in some other area
where it can undertake to pick up milk
for additional clients to ensure that the
company retains its equity in the industry.
In all fairness and justice to this company
the situation should be looked into. I hope
it will be when the next allocation of
quotas is made.

The second point I wish to ralse has
been referred to the Minister for Trans-
port, and he has indicated that he is pre-
pared to take a sympathetic look at the
situation which exists in respect of the
provision of some transport service in the
Denmark-Nornalup-Walpole area. On
Friday, the 19th of this month, the Minis-
ter attendeqd a meeting at Denmark, and
the details of the problems experienced
in the area served by the existing service
were pointed out to him.

It means that if the scheduled changes
are made a number of undesirable aspects
will eventuate, including a total lack of
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service to the small settlements. I refer to
the settlements of Kent River, Bow Bridge,
Peaceful Bay, and Nornalup.

The difficulty is the lack of a service and
the uneconomic nature of that section
of Westrail’'s operations, It would have
some very unfortunate consequences for
people living in those isolated areas if pure
economics alone were the only considera-
tion. For all supplies, including perish-
ables and medical supplies, which have to
be conveyed to those areas, they would be
dependent upon what are fairly intermit-
tent timher trucks.

This is a hardship which we do not
expect to see any area of the State ex-
perience in this modern day and age, and,
because of their isolation, it is a hardship
which is particularly onerous to the people
living in the lower south-west corner of
the State.

The suggestions that have been put for-
ward to alleviate the situation appear to
have a basis of practicality. The proposed
link is through Manjimup to Walpole,
which is a distance of 83 miles. It is
suggested that this service operate once
weekly, and be exiended fto Albany via
Nornalup, Peaceful Bay, Bow River, Kent
River, Denmark, Young's Siding, and
Elleker; in other words, to make this a
through run from Manjimup fo Albany.

This would need to be a properly
scheduled service having definite depots
from which it can operate. A comparable
set-up exists in Denmark, but there have
been problems regarding the depot and
the confusion it has caused. If a properly
scheduled service could be inaugurated
with a lighter type of vehicle, perhaps a
30-cwt Kombi van or Bedford van, with
some provision for the carrying of perish-
ables and a limited number of passengers,
it woulg assist those areas.

As it is & 40-inch plus rainfall area it
would be appropriate if it were designed
to meet the vagaries of winter as indeed
much of fthe goods it transported could
suffer damage as a result of the weather,
80 I am hopeful that the Minister will be
gble to give this suggestion some favour-
ahle consideration.

The area is one which experiences a
great influx in population during the tour-
ist period and to have this additional
population served only by intermittent
timber trucks would be most unsatisfac-
tory indeed.

I would like to say that the Minister’s
attitude at the present time is appreciated
and it is hoped that he {s able to produce
some compromise which is acceptable to
the people of the area.

Mr O'Connor: I am waiting for a sub-
mission from the area.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I was under the im-
pression it would have been received.

Mr Stephens: I appreciate the member

for Warren's support of my representations
on this matter.
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Mr H. D. EVANS: Yes, I understand the
member for Stirling attended a meeting to
which I had to extend an apology. How-
ever, the matter has been presented to the
Minister and I think that everything that
can be done is being done at this moment,
bglt it is hoped the decision will be favour-
able.

Could I now refer to a matter brought
to my notice fairly recently? It has been
the subject of a number of questions I
asked of the Minister for Housing over the
last two days. In conversation this even-
ing he said that he hoped he did not
appear to be evasive, On the essential
point he seemed to be a master at evasion,
but perhaps I should follow that up.

It was drawn to my attention by a shire
councillor, 8 number of builders, and some
chance remarks in Northam that the
State Housing Commission was approach-
ing a new tender system which involved
the letting of block tenders for particular
regions. In an answer I received yester-
day I was told that in the southern
region §5 housing units are to be con-
structed; in the south-west, 121; in the
north central, 77; and in the central
region, 107.

I would like to refer to the information
provided in the comprehensive answer I
received today and in which the Minis-
ter indicated that the system would not
apply to all tenders let. He referred to
some of the difficulties of the SHC, but
the adoption of a system of calling for
block tenders would have very extensive
and damapging consequences in country
towns because only the very largest of
builders will be able to accept tenders for
anything in excess of about 20 houses.

The largest, most capable builder in
Manjimup would be unable to accept a
tender for more than 20 houses because
of time allowed in the tender. We should
consider the effect of this system on de-
centralisation, a word which was strangely
absent in the Liberal Party policy speech,
but which occupied a most prominent
place in the policy of the Country Party.
Let us consider how this system fits in
to the principles expounded by those
policy speeches.

Bearing in mind that the small and me-
dium contractors in country areas would not
be able to accept block tenders, it means
that there would be a very good like-
lihood—almost a certainty—that the bulk
of the block tenders will go to Perth-
based firms—the larger bullding contrae-
tors. They would have half a dozen houses
heing erected in one town, three or four
in another, and a dozen in yet another,
and they would set up a run for the sub-
contractors. The schedule would provide
for the electricians and the plumbers to
arrive at each town at the appropriate
time. All these subcontractors would
be based in Perth and would be purchas-
ing their materials in the metropolitan
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area to the considerable detriment of the
firms in the country., Most of the small
and medium builders in country areas
make their purchases from the local firms.
They employ local subcoptractors and if
they are denied the opportunity to tender
for SHC homes they will find—

Mr P. V. Jones: That is not right at
all. They are not denjed the oppor-
tunity.

Mr H, D. EVANS: They are denied the
opportunity to participate in block tenders.
There is no other way of looking at the
situation. They must be denied the oppor-
tunity because their physical capacity will
not allow them to tender.

As the Minister has Indicated, not all
the tenders will be block tenders, but even
if there are some, it is not good enough.
While it may appear in the interests of the
administration of the SHC to be bene-
ficial—

Mr P. V. Jones: That is not right, either.
The administration is carried out in order
to get the houses buiit. Alsoe, in the answer
1t clearly indicates we are not talking about
all the commission’s programme. There is
still plenty of work for the country builder
from the commission apart from the
privale sector.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The word “plenty” is
open to interpretation: but even if there
is only a 1imited number of block tenders—
say, half the commission's programme—
the situation is still unacceptable.

While on this very point I would like to
say that if the commisslon thinks that
once it starts this system of using the
metropolitan-based large firms—and I can
think of half a dozen which would be
interested In taking up, say, 40 as that was
the number the Minister used in Northam—

Mr P. V. Jones: When did I say that at
Northam?

Mr H. D. EVANS: It was indicated to me
that when the Minister was there recently
he mentioned the figure of 40 as being a
probable number. I received that informa-
tlon from what I consider to be a fairly
reliable source. Anyvhow, let us just take
the figure of 40. If 1t is 20 or 50, it does
not matter, it still involves a block tender
and is against the principle enunclated by
the Minister’'s party. If $1 million is tled
up in a tender of this kind, 1t will be $1
million spent In the metropolitan area and
not in the country areas where it 15 required
in order that it might do the most good.

I would like to indicate what occurred
in connectlon with the bullding of a scheol
at Denmark. The tender was let to & Perth
firm. The principal was not a building con-
tractor. He was more of an entrepreneur
and I understand his business was plumb-
ing. However, he was able to accept the
contract knowing he would do a cerfain
amount of work, He let out on a subcon-
tract basis the remaining facets of the
butlding,
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I know the local bullder reasonably well
and he showed me his tendering system.
He was concerned about the situation and
he had pared his tender to an absolute
minimum and the only amount he would
have stood to profit would have been the
10 per cent withheld on contracts of this
kind to cover exigencles and repairs. That
was the only amount he said he eould count
on. He teld me he had been to the other
contractors in the area, from Mt. Barker
through to Albany, and had discussed the
sltuation with them. He had taken the best
price he could get and even then he was
undercut by a considerable amount.

He pointed out that he would be called
in to finish the building because the per-
son who was awarded the contract would
not he ahle to complete the work. He was
not equipped to do so because of his method
of operation. It would appear that this is
not the first instance when this kind of
thing has happened. These entrepreneurs
endeavour to find someohe who is hard-
pressed and who will accept a low price
and they are thus able to submit the low-
est tender.

In the instance to which I am referring
the local builder was called in to finish a
considerable part of the tender, exactly as
he had predicted. This 1s the danger of
metropolitan operators moving into the
country in this manner, What I am saying
is not just supposition. It actually happened
and T can document this case In some
detafl 1f required.

That is the sort of situation which could
occur, and it will occur to the detriment of
every small country builder. No, that is
probably a little strong; I should have
said it will be to the detriment of a con-
siderable number of small country builders.

Mr P. V. Jones: Do you intend to men-
tion the other information? Out of 20
tenders we got starters Ior only 17.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I will concede there
have been, there are, and no doubt there
will be, difficulties facing the administra-
tion when ft comes to obtaining satis-
factory contractors in country areas.

Mr P. V. Jones: Difficulty in getting a
starter at all.

Mr H. D. EVANS:
areas.

Mr P, V. Jones: Most.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Some.

Mr P. V. Jones: Most.

Mr H. D. EVANS: As you know Mr Act-
ing Speaker (Mr Blaikie) buildings must
be constructed to certain standards, and
must meet the specified reguirements of
the supervisors. There are efficient build-
ers in most country areas.

Mr P. V. Jones: Who will still get work.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Those efficient bulld-
ers would probably do a better job than a
Perth-based firmm sliding in on a mass
construction basis covering the whole area
with a milk-run type of operation,

In some country
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I now draw the attention of the Minister
to an interesting document. I have no
doubt he has seen it previously. I am
referring to the National Alliance policy
speech, which is not an impressive docu-
ment. The policy states—

To encourage decentralisation, The
National Ailiance proposes the astab-
lishment of Industries in already ex-
isting country towns and the creation
of new towns through incentives for
the transfer of business enterprises to
those areas.

What do we find? Not the transfer of
business enterprises from the metropolitan
area to the eountry, but the reverse. The
existing business in the country areas
will be undermined.

Mr P. V. Jones: Are you saying that the
metropoelitan builders do not already go to
the country areas?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Not only will the
builders in the country be affected, but
also the suhcontractors, the electricians,
the plumbers, and those from whom ma-
terials are obtalned. That will opccur.

Mr P. V. Jones: That is conjecture.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Quoting again from
the National Alliance policy speech, it
states—

These incentives would include the
release of cheap crown land, freight,
and land tax concessions and consid-
eration of a scale of payroll tax that
reduces in proportlon to the distance
from the city of any new or estab-
lished industry.

The contrast between the words in the
policy speech, and the administrative
getion of the Minister who is involved,
leads one to wonder,

The Liberal Party policy speech makes
no direct or specific claim with regard to
decentralisation matters but on many oc-
caslons we have heard the attitude of
Liberal Party members on the other side
of the House,

If the State Housing Commission in-
tends to proceed with the proposed new
programme it leaves itself wide open to
the greatest censure, not only from this
slde of the House, but from evervhody
in country areas throughout this State.

Mr Cowan: Do not you want the com-
mission to build any homes at all?

Mr H. D. EVANS: I urge the Govern-
ment to take notice of the letters it will
receive from at least one shire couneil,
and from several individuals I know, and
change its policy dramatically.

MR CRANE (Moore) (8.25 pan.i: I, tao,
would like to add my support to the pre-
vious speakers who have congratulated the
member for Greenough on his presentation
of the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply while making his maiden
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speech in this House. I come from a
rural electorate and I can appreciate the
problems he faces because they are similar
to those I face.

I would add also some comment to what
has already been said regarding His
Excellency, the Governor. I believe he will
fit into the Western Australian community
and carry out the functions of his office In
a dignified manner. I hope he will avail
himself of the opportunity, in the not-too-
distant future, to visit my electorate and
meet the people there.

His Excellency also referred to Sir David
Brand, and I think it is fitting on this
occasion to mention the very high mark
of respect the Government has shown for
Sir David by naming our newest highway
after him. The highway passes through
part of my electorate, and it is a fine
achievement by the Main Roads Depart-
ment. It was most fitting that it should
be named, “Brand Highway”.

Electoral boundaries were mentioned
early in fthe speech made by His Excel-
lency. In my own case, T will lose half of
my electorate. This, of course, creates
many problems because whilst I still have
to serve that part of the electorate from
which I shall receive no reward—apart
from the satisfaction of knowing that I
am doing what I am paid to do—I find
the additional burden of trying to become
known in other areas is a heavy tax on
my time.

There seems to have been a polarisation
of opinion during the last few years with
regard to electoral boundaries, but my
attitude is simply that the people of any
electorate, whether it is an old electorate
or a new one, are people and 1t 1is
the responsibility of a member of Parlia-
ment to serve those people. I derive a
great deal of pleasure from serving the
pecple of my electorate.

The Governor’s Speech goes on to men-
tion State finances. Of course, this has
always been a problem which has been
made more difficult with the growth of
inflation. Much has been said about infla-
tion over the last few years. I Know it is
claimed that the cause of inflation is too
much money chasing too few goods. How-
ever, I wonder how many of us have so
much of this “toc much money” and just
where the goods are which we cannot buy,
and which are usually in general demand.
I rather question the theory that that is
the cause of inflation.

Many propositions have been put forward
in an attempt to curb inflation. Those
propositions are usually argued against
and many of them are never tried to see
if they will operate.

We know that during the war consumer
discounts were used effectively to curb
inflation. It has been suggested that by
freezing taxation inflation could be
curbed, that sales tax is inflationary, and
that if such measures were implemented,
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there could be a short-term benefit but it
would quickly be eroded because of the
demand for higher wages.

I want to make the point that if we
could take away some of the drastic effects
of inflation it is conceivable that there
would not be such a demand for higher
wages because the purchasing power of
the take home pay would be considerably
increased. I make that point in passing.
I hope some of the more eminent eco-
nomists will comment on it. When I say
“eminent”, I mean those who serve their
electorates.

Federal-State relations were mentioned
in the Governor’s Speech. I understand
there has been an improvement in this
area. I certainly hope s¢. It has been
said many times that we must improve
this relationship and return to the old
Federal system of Government. It Is as
well to remember how we got away from
that systemm and who took us away from
it. I trust we have learnt the lessons
of experience gver the last 20-odd years
and that we will do something in this
regard. 1 will be looking very critically
at the relationship hetween the Federal
and State Governments in the future.

The rural sector, as usual, géts a men-
tion. It is well known, salthough not
often said, that the rural sector is econo-
mically vital to the wellbeing of Western
Australiz but that it is not politically
important. We know this is so because
there are very few people living in the
rural areas.

b Mr Harman: They have plenty of mem-
€Ts.

Mr CRANE: However, so long as we
remember that the rural sector is econo-
mically vital, I am sure we will not be so
stupid as to neglect it too much.

Mining is mentioned, of course, and
this is another very important industry
in Western Australiz. Much mention has
been made lately of a proposed jumhbo
steel mill. The arguments for and against
it will keep flowing backwards and for-
wards and they may never be resolved.
One point which concerns me is that I
understand a jumbo steel mill would con-
sume more water than Western Australia’s
capital city is at present using. That
may not be s0, but as water is a vital com-
modity I wonder whether it would not be
preferable to consider establishing a jumbo
steel mill in the Pllbara where the lron
ore 1s and where there s considerably
more water than In the south-west
division.

Mr Jamieson: In the Pilbara?

Mr CRANE: Water can be piped from
north of the Pilbara. The Ord River
project cost approximately $50 million and
it I{s not being used to great advantage.
Many years ago, when it was found there
was tremendous potential in the Cool-
gardie area, at a time when the malin
tools and equipment were picks, shovels,
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harses, and drays it was feasible and pos-
sible to construct what was known as the
Kalgoorlie pipeline from Mundaring to
Coolgardie, which was later extended to
Kalgoorlie. If that project could be un-
dertaken in those days, surely what I
suggest would not be an impossible task
with the resources and knowhow we have
today.

Mr May: Do you know of &ny jumbao
steel mill which has been established
in the climatic conditions experienced in
the Pilbara?

Mr CRANE: No, I do not, but I helieve
if industry is established people will go
and work in those areas. _I am sure with
modern refrigeration and building de-
signs-—

Mr May: It would be pretty difficult to
air-eondition a blast furnace.

Mr CRANE: That is true, but when one
considers the high temperature of a blast
furnace I do not think an extra 20
degrees will make a great deal of dif-
ference.

When we come to education, this brings
me to a point which has caused me con-
cern for some time. I am concerned not
only ahout the theory of education but
also about the way in which it is
applied in this State. Much has been said
about the deterloration of our educa-
tion system over the years and about
the fact that many students are not
learning as it was intended they should
learn. This is often mentioned in con-
nection with students taking positions., 1
can recall one instance of fifth-year stu-
dents being employed at an engineering
works; yet when gilven the radius of a
circle they could not even work out its
circumference. I think this is rather
sad. It points to the fact that perhaps
today there is too much emphasis on
education and not enough emphasis on
learning.

I have some problems in relation to
education in my electorate, not s¢ much
from the peint of view of learning as
from the point of view of the conditions
under which the children are expected to
learn. Only today representations were
made to me from an area which has been
trying for many years to have a water
cooling svstem established at the school.
I refer to Dandaragan. I wish I could
take one of the water coolers from Parlia-
ment House and install it up there. I am
sure the needs of those children are
greater than ours.

Mr Jamieson: Not without Mr Speaker’s
permission.

Mr CRANE: I think I might even per-
suade Mr Speaker to glve me that.

Mr T. D. Evans: I agree with you as to
the need.

Mr CRANE: So much for education.
Further on in the Governor’s Speech we
come to housing. I would like to thank
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the Government for providing additional
houses at Wongan Hills, I congratulate
the Minister on the establishment of the
Industrial and Commercial Employees
Housing Authority. Some months ago I
invited the Minister to Wongan Hills to
put forward to him a submission from the
business peorle in that town who were de-
sirous of having houses built there for
their employees, the rent to be guaranteed
by the employers themselves so that the
Housing Commission would receive 52
weeks' rent a year without the worry of
collecting it. I understand this system has
been introduced. I congratulate the Gov-
ernment on its foresight and on agreeing
to a suggestion which was put forward
and considerably assisted by the people
of Wongan Hills.

Hospitals and health are always a prob-
lem, and again I am wvery thankful that
plans have been drawn up for considerable
improvements and gsdditional bed space
and facilitles at the Jlarge hospital at
Moora. I trust these will be carried out as
early as possible. I have heen trying to
have this work undertaken since I entered
Parliament, and I am very thankful that
our Governmenf{ has at last seen fit to
recognise this priority.

Transport and traffic can be vexing
problems. While I do not intend to cast
any aspersions on our Minister for Trans-
port, whose co-operation I am grateful
to have at all times, I reiterate what I
claimed earlier this year—that we have
perhaps overlooked some of our responsi-
bilitles by curtailing services to rural
people. I made loud noises about this
when it was proposed that the Bindi-
Miling-Toodyay line would lose two of
its three buses a week, I draw the Min-
ister's attention to the fact that when it
was proposed that the buses would be
taken off this route, thus considerably re-
ducing the services to those areas, the
Public Relations Officer of Westrail
assured the people of Miling that a cold
van would be put on the train once a week.
I can assure members that the bus ser-
vice was certainly curtailed. Two of the
services were canceliled, but as yet we have
not seen a cold van. I hope it will be
there next week.

In speaking further about transport, I
believe we should look at the future needs
of our State very seriously, and if pos-
sible, divorce this from party polities,
Over the last few years we have heard a
great deal about sinking the railway, then
not sinking it, and then sinking it again.
At the present time I am not sure where
it is!)

Mr Harman: The Minister is sunk!

Mr CRANE: I believe there is a great
deal of merit in a suggestion often made
in this House that parliamentary commit-
tees, which move away from party politics,
could look into this problem in the future,
We must upgrade the rail service and
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transport generally in the metropolitan
ares, which before long will extend from
Rockingham to Yanchep. Let us loock at
countries where the railway systems have
been electrified successfully, as we can
learn from their experience. The policy
here seems to be buses or bust! In my
opinion the electric train has a great place
in the future and we should look seriously
at upgrading the system and providing
the service that the city really needs.

Mr Beriram; Hear, hear!

Mr CRANE: Also, we should look into
the possibility of using something we have
of which we should be very proud, hut
which we use only on Saturday afternoons
and Sundays, and of course I am refer-
ring to our glorious Swan River, Surely
hydrofoil services could be used on the
river. I remind you, Mr Speaker, and
members generally, that we do not have
to replace the water; it does not wear
a5 bitumen roads and rails do. Other
countries use their waterways to advant-
age, so we should certainly look at the
possibility of doing likewise. A commit-
tee such as 1 have suggested, completely
devoid of the pettiness of party politics,
could come up with some sound proposi-
tion which would be of tremendous bene-
fit not only to those of us living here
today and tomorrow, but also to those
who will be born in the future.

I am concerned about some of the prob-
lems which have been caused in my elec-
torate because of the curtailment of road
services, The other day I recelved a letter
from a resident of Bolgart which now has
one mail service only a week to the metro-
politan area, and I remind members that
Bolgart is not many miles from Perth.
When I first went through Bolgart in 1926
it had three mail services a week. Possibly
much of the progress we claim to have
made has actually been made in reverse
gear! I hope we can upgrade the services
because the people living in these areas
require these facilities just as much as we
in the city do. The additional expense in-
curred will have to be met, and I believe
must be met, by Western Australia as a
whole, and not just by the people living in
country towns. The idea seems to be that
these people are not important enough to
be given the added services.

I notice that the Governor referred to
public works, and I would like to mention
a problem which concerns my electorate.
Just today I received a petition which I
will forward to the Minister concerned
with the utmost despatch. This petition
has been brought forward on behalf of the
people of Wubin who have repeatedly suf-
fered the ineonvenience of water restric-
tions until they have arrived at the point
where they say they have had enough.
What do I have to do to impress upon
the Government the needs of people liv-
ing in such areas as Wubin and Buntine?
If I have to get down on my knees and
beg, I will do so, On behalf of these
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people 1 plead for the consideration to
which they are entitled. When we con-
sider the amount of wheat, meat, and
wool which comes from this area, we
must realise the tremendous wealth it adds
to the State. I do not have the figurss
before me, but I would be quite happy
to provide them. Because of this preduc-
tion, surely the people are entitled to a
little more consideration than they are
receiving at present, With the proposed
Federal-State relationship—which will do
a lot for us—surely we can make arran-
gements for the extension to the com-
prehensive water scheme so that the pipe-
line may continue from Dalwallinu—where
it ceases at the moment—north to Wubin
and then on to Buntine.

The Governor referred to deferred legls-
lation, and in my copy of His Excellency’s
Epeech I have underlined the wards “mini-
blkes, trafl bikes and beach bugglies”. As
members know, these vehicles have caused
a great deal of concern to the people In
my electorate north of Perth. A seminar
will be held on Saturday to discuss the
proposed legislation and I understand many
of the people who have approached me
about the problem will attend, While it
was my intention to be out In my elector-
ate, I feel I should attend the meeting
myself hecause the matter is of vital con-
cern to the electorate.

The Governor then went on to speak
about proposed legislation, and I would
remind members that it is unfortunate
we need to have as much legislation as
we have. Almost every Act of Parliament
which is passed takes away a lttle more
of the freedom of the individual. I hope
that we may, by our example and encour-
agement, inspire people fo recognise the
laws which have been laid down for many
hundreds of years. If we all ahided by the
first 10 laws which were laid down, we could
do away with the necessity to make so
many more.

I was disturbed to read the crime report
in today's Press. Unfortunately crime is
part of our modern society, and it is some-
thing with which we must come to grips.
I notice the increase in the stealing—and
I emphasise that word—of motor vehlicles.,
I understand the legal description is un-
Jawful use of a motor vehicle, but Mr
Speaker, if T were to possess unlawfully
the wallet from your hip pocket, I do not
think I would then be charged with lts
unlawful possession!

Mr Bertram: Different matter altogether!

Mr CRANE: I do not think that is any
different from stealing a moter vehicle,
We must recognise that when we take or
remove something that belongs to socmeone
else it iIs stealing.

Mr Bertram: You would have to alter
the definition in the Criminal Code.

Mr CRANE: We may have to do that.
Common senseé must be written into our
laws and if we are prepared to do that we
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will have gone a long way towards abating
a great deal of the crime which faces the
community today.

Tonight I intend to bring to the notice
of the House a problem which has been
with our society for some considerable
time, and I have been asked {o do so by
people in my own electorate who have
children who suffer from an unfortunate
condition.

I refer to the people who call themselves
the Cleft Palate and Lip Society. They
have considerable problems bhecause the
congdition of thelr children is not recognised
as a medical disability. The authorities
who administer Medibank consider it to be
a dental problem. The word “cleft” des-
cribes the split or gap which divides the
baby’s lip or palate into two or more
parts. We all know what this condition is,
and we have seen it in some unfortunate
children.

The society is endeavouring {to have
certain points recognised. Its members
want the problem of these infants recog-
nised as being a medical and orthodontic
preblem, and not a dental one. Can we
agree that this is so? With the introduc-
tion of Medibank private patients are not
covered for orthedontic treatment and
speech therapy. Therefore the parents of
these children are confronted with the
expensive treatment which is required for
them. Country parents in particular have
the added expense of travelllng to and
from the city to keep appointments. The
treatment which must be earried out before
any cure can bhe effected is medical treat-
ment and should in my opinion, and in the
opinlon of the society, be considered as
such.

I understand in this State there would
be approximately 30 such patients a year.
This may not sound very many. The aver-
age cost of treating each of these patients
is $1 600. So members can see that if our
State Government picked up the tab for
$30 000 a. year we could make a tremendous
contribution towards alleviating the prob-
lem and the suffering of these unfortunate
children,

I know it 1s the responsibility of Medi-
bank to look after us medically, and it has
been claimed that it will do this. 1 hope
that we as members of this House will
encourage our Federal counterparts to take
up the cause of these people. But if we
are not successful in decing this, I trust
that our own State Government may see
the need to provide the amount of money—
presently $30 000 a year—to help these un-
fortunate children.

It is not my intention to delay the House
for very long tonight. In conclusion I
would like to refer to the very kindly
remarks which have been passed in this
House today regarding the Leader of the
Opposition. 1 do have messages for him
from people in my electorate who have
heard of his intended retirement, and who
are grateful for the effort he has put into
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government in this State aver a long period
of time. I would remind the Leader of
the Opposition that, of course, most of
these messages are from my own valuable
supporters; but I am proud i{o knhow that
they can show appreciation where it is
genuinely deserved to he shown. I thank
the Leader of the Opposition for his ser-
vice to this State on behalf of those people
in my electorate.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) [8.54¢ p.m.1:
I would like to join with other speakers
tonight in congratulating the member for
Greenough on his maiden speech in this
House. I hope his stay in this place will
be everything he wishes it to be. I also
congratulate the Leader of the Opposition
gn the milestone he has reached on this

ay.

Tonight T want to refer to the shameful
and distorted attack which our Premier
launched upon the workers of Western
Australia last evening., This was not an
isolated attack by the Premier upon the
workers of this State; he has been doing
this for some considerable time. What he
has been doing is blaming the workers of
Western Australia for a downturn in pro-
ductivity.

As we know, our Premier constantly
blames other people for his own failings.
If you, Sir, think about productivity for
a few moments you will realise that if we
are to have an increase in productivity
we must have an increase in ¢capital invest-
ment. So what the Premier is really say-
ing is this:; he has failed miserably to
improve and increase the flow of invest-
ment capital into Western Australia in the
two years he has been the Premier. He
lfcnog\rts this, but he is blaming the workers
or it.

Mr O'Connor: Didn't he blame a few
stirrers in the main?

Mr HARMAN: He also blamed the
unions, but I will come to that later on.
This is his usual approach; and it is sig-
nificant that where he has failed on a
number of other occasions he has blamed
someone else. At present the workers of
Western Australia are getting the blame for
the Premier’s lack of initiative angd lack
of success in attracting investment capital
into Western Australia.

There are some other features about
productivity which the Premier seems to
ignore, is not aware of, or certainly will
not discuss in public. Apart from the
necessity to have capital investment in
order to achieve increased productivity,
one must also take into account e world-
wide trend which did not commence yes-
terday, but many, many years ago, and
which produced alienation amongst our
workers.

One should also take into account the
shortage of skilled workers in Western
Australia, the shortage of materials in
this State, and the lack of consultation

between the Government, employers, and
trade unions. 'This is the real story of
what has happened in Western Australia
over the past two years. The downturn
in productivity that has occurred in this
country has not been the fault of the
workers; it has been the fault of the
present State Government, led hy the
present Premier., Again last night he
tried to denigrate the workers, just as
he has tried to do on a number of other
occasions In the Press and in public
speeches when he has tried to shift the
blame to the workers of Western Aus-
tralia for his own inabllity to attract
investment.

I say that is a most shameful act and
I am sure the workers of Western Austra-
lia are beginning to realise what sort of
treatment they are receiving from their
Premier.

Mr Grayden: We have the lowest in-
cidence of industrial strife in Australia.
What are you talking about?

Mr HARMAN: Let us look in a little
more depth at some of the aspects I have
raised. We have seen that the State
has not heen able to attract any sort
of investment capital for factories, mines,
and other activities. This is not some-
thing I have cooked up by myself, be-
cause it is a matter which has been
brought to the attention of the Jackson
committee—a committee set up by the
Whitlam Government to examine manu-
facturing industry in Australis.

On page 2 of the report, the following
point is made—

For ten years the rate of growth
in labour productivity of Australian
manufacturing has been far below that
achieved in Japan, France and Ger-
many, and marginally below Britain
and Canada.

On the same page, it is stated that
"alienation and frustration are evidenced
by unrest, absenteeism, high turnover, and
indifferent quality of product”.

That is the second point to which I
wish to turn. Since the Industrial Revo-
lution, right down to the present day
a number of noted historians, economists,
&nd philosophers have referred to the
alienation of the worker which occurs
because of mass production. I think this
problem can be isolated to two aspects.
The first is alienation from the product
itself. The worker has become a very
specialised sort of person nowadays; he
is not like the craftsman of old, who was
able to build or make some item from
go to whoa; now he is part of & mass
production system whereby he has a very
small identification and relationship with
the product.

Secondly, the worker is alienated from
the activity around him. He no longer
takes part in any sort of decislon-making
in the factory or enterprise in which he is
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employed. To the management he is
some sort of A number or resource, not
an individual, not one who should be
taken into account, and certainly not one
who should be consulted.

Mr Grayden: Of course we know that
is not so.

Mr HARMAN: It is so.

Mr Grayden: Have you ever been out
to Chamberlain’s?

Mr HARMAN: I am glad the Minister
raised that matter.

Mr Grayden: That company is only one
of many.

Mr H. D. Evans: What have you done
about the situation at Midland Junction
Abattoir?

Mr Grayden: You stick to your cows
and potatoes, and leave industrial matters
to someone more qualified.

Mr HARMAN: In this State there have
been at least three firms which have shown
some initiative, one of which is Chamber-
lain’s; members should take the Minis-
ter’s advice and go out to this company's
premises to see what I have been harping
on for some time. If we are to have
workers satisfied with thelr jobs, we must
involve them in the total process where
they work, and this type of employee par-
ticipation gctually is in operation at
Chamberlain’s.

Mr Sodeman: You must agree that it is
a two-way co-operation.

Mr HARMAN: Yes, I do agree with that;
but we will achieve that two-way co-
operation when we have this sort of in-
volvement by the workers in industry.

The other point to which I should like
to refer is the shortage of good manage-
ment. Agaln, this is something I have not
cooked up; it is referred to In the Jackson
committee report. I will not elaborate on
this point, because the report is in the
library for members to read at their
lelsure.

I have already referred to the shortage
of skilled workers. We know such a short-
age exists in this State, and has always
existed. In his policy speech, the Premier
said he was going to implement a retrain-
ing scheme. However, we have never seen
or heard of a retraining scheme in the two
years he has been the Premier,

Mr Grayden: You have not been looking
around, because you obviously do not know
the true situation.

Mr HARMAN: The Minister cannot tell
me of one retraining scheme of any sig-
nificance in Western Australia.

Mr Grayden: What about the brick-
layers?

Mr HARMAN: What ahout them? We
started that scheme,

Mr Grayden: Cut it out!
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Mr Taylor: It is true; the Tonkin Gov-
ernment initlated that scheme.

Mr O'Neil: We cannot believe everything
the member for Cockburn says. He is not
even in his right place, and he is inter-
jecting again.

Mr Taylor: I know we Initiated that
project, because I was the Minister at the
time.

Mr HARMAN: The bricklaying scheme
was initiated by the Tonkin Labor Gov-
ernment when the present member for
Cockburn was the Minister for Labour;
no-one can doubt that. No attempt has
been made by this Government to asslst
the relocation of displaced workers or to
retraln workers back into industry. If the
Government did anything at all, it was
to initlate some 1solated scheme whereby
a number of Aborigines were trained to
become better qualified to lay bricks.

The second last item to which I refer
is the shortage of materials. Again, no-one
can deny that there is such a shortage
in Western Australia. I acknowledge that
some materials are in plentiful supply,
but others are not.

Mr O'Neil: Which are the ones in short
supply?

Mr HARMAN: I am told at the moment
there are quite o number; I exclude bricks
from that list. However, in the housing
construction industry some Items are in
short supply.

Mr O’'Neil: Which ones?

Mr H. D, Evans: Transformers and cop-
per wire; the SEC cannot get on with the
Job.

Mr O'Nell: We are talking about hous-
ing.

Mr Watt: I dispute those items are in
short supply, anyway.

Mr HARMAN: These materials are all
assoclated with housing. We do not build
a house just with bricks; we need timber,
asbestos, and a host of other materials.

Mr O'Neil: Are they all in short supply?
T asked you to name them.

Mr HARMAN: I have already named
half a dozen of them.

Mr O’Nell: You mentioned transformers.

Mr HARMAN: If the Minister cares to
make inquiries, he will find that there is a
shortage of some building materials.

Mr O'Nefl: You have not told us of any.
Mr HARMAN: Yes, I have.
Mr O’Neil: What are they?

Mr HARMAN: I have already given the
Minister half a dozen items.

Mr Sodeman: The member for Warren
helped you with two items. No other ma-
terials are in short supply.
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Mr HARMAN: Members opposite do not
have to helleve me, but I am telling them
there is a shortage of building materials
in Western Australia which is adding to
the downturn in productivity.

The last matter relating to this down-
turn in productivity to which I wish to
refer is the lack of consultation betwecen
the Government, employers, and unions.

Mr Grayden: Absolute rubbish! There
is not a vestige of truth in that statement.
Meaningful consultations are held when
they are requested.

Mr HARMAN: I am not referring to
meaningful discussions relating to indus-
trial disputes; I am talking about con-
sultations between the Government,
employers and unions when it comes to
investment—building new factories or
installing new machines or equipment in
factories.

Mr Grayden: We are constantly con-
sulting unions and employers about safety.

Mr HARMAN: I am not talking about
safety; I am talking about productivity,
getting the economy going again, and
getting people back to work.

I should like to quote from a speech
made by the Premier about August, 1975;
when addressing a “People Productivity
Mining” seminar in Perth he had this
to say—

I want to tell you that, as Leader
of the Government in this State, I
stand ready to talk to everybody about
the ways of ocvercoming some of
these impasses which exist—provided
we can receive the necessary assur-
ances that discussions will not only be
meaningful, but will be undertaken in
an atmosphere of complete frankness
and confidence. In this way one can
really expose the true position without
the present dangers that political
advantage will immediately be taken of
any attempt to be efficient, decent and
frank.

That was our Premier.
Mr O'Neil;: Who said that?

Mr HARMAN: Qur Premler. He said—

I stand ready to have consuiltations.
I assume that he meant consultations with
employers and unions. To this day the
Premier has not sought any consultation
with the Trades and Labor Couneil con-
cerning productivity, capital investment,
new factories and new ventures in West-
ern Australia. To this day he has not
sought any sort of conversation with the
Trades and Labor Councll of Western
Australia. Yet he sald—
I want to tell you that as the leader
of the Government In this State I
stand ready to talk to everyhbody.

When it becomes a question of what the
Premier said, it really indicates what goes
on in this State. I suppose the Premier
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has sald enough words to fill many vcl-
umes on rows and rows of bookshelves in
this House, But when it comes to what
he has done one would find that his
actlons would probably fill only one vol-
wne. If we are to do something about
productivity, about investment and about
the allenation of workers the one positive
way this can be achleved is by consulta-
tion, by getting together with employers
and with the Trades and Laber Council
and trying through these organisations to
develop some sort of confldence and rap-
port whichh will mean that productlvity
in this State can be increased.

Mr Grayden: Are you suggesting that
those discussions have not taken place?

Mr HARMAN: I am, I am telling the
House,

Mr Grayden: Quite cbviously you have
not been in touch with the TLC.

Mr HARMAN: I have, I have been as-
sured—the Premler can debate this If he
wants to—

8ir Charles Court: Do you mean to say
that the Government has not talked to
the unions about this?

Mr HAEMAN: About what?

Sir Charles Court: About this question
of productivity and the question of the
future of industry if the present anarchy
continues.

Mr HARMAN: I am saying that the
Premier of Western Australia seems to
want to denigrate the workers all the
time and to blame them for the down-
turn In productivity when he knows that
it is his own lack of initiative which
has stopped the flow of capital invest-
ment into this country.

Sir Charles Court: Do not talk non-
sense. How can you negotiate contracts
;vitggza ships tied up outside Port Hed-
and?

Mr HARMAN: The Premier blames every
other person when he cannot do some-
thing himself.

Sir Charles Court: How can you nego-
tiate contracts when you have 23 ships
ged ?up outside Port Hedland for 23

ays

Mr HARMAN: Those matters would
have been explained to the Premier and
I do not intend to explain them to him
again. I am saying that since this Pre-
mier has been in office he has not con-
sulted the Trades and Labor Council on
this tquestlon of productivity and invest-
ment.

Sir Charles Court: Why do you think
we have the Minister? He has been
doing a great job. You talk to some of
the people In the TLC.

Mr HARMAN: The Minister has had
discussions with the TLC on industrial
matters.

Mr Grayden: And productivity.
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Mr HARMAN: The Minister may not
have had discussions on productivity. I
shall make some inquiries about that to-
morrow. I am saying that the Premier
on this day in August, 1975, said—

I stand ready to talk to everybody.

Sir Charles Court: Of course we are,

Mr HARMAN: If the Premier is s¢ con-
cerned about the downturn in productivity
I would have thought that, as he does
on 50 many other occasions, he would
make sure that he tried to provide some
sort of system whereby there would be
regular and meaningful discussions on
productivity in Western Australia. He
has not approached the Trades and Labor
Council himself.

Sir Charles Court: We have a berfectly
good Minister who is doing the job well,
You talk to your people and you will get
a different answer from what you are
telling the House,

Mr HARMAN: As the Premier has re-
turned to the Chamber I shall go back
over one or two points. He claims often
that the only way to improve productiv-
ity is for the workers to work harder. He
has said that on many occasions. He
fails to realise that in the last couple
of hundred years there has been a ten-
dency for workers to become alienated
from their jobs. So it is not really a
case of saying to the worker, “You have
to work harder”. The Premier should
be making sure that he has somebody
available to analyse why there is absentee-
ism, why there are so many strikes and
why there are people who are just not
interested any longer in working.

I refer the Premier to a report which
was prepared last year. I have not been
able to obtain a copy of it but I have an
extract which appeared in The Ausiralian
last year. The report, which was pre-
pared for the Federal Department of
Labour, showed that 41 per cent of
workers aged 55 years angd OvVer are apa-
thetic about their jobs. The report in-
dicated that apathy exists in all age
groups to a lesser degree and is the cause
for persons to remain unemployed and for
those who are employed to over-indulge
in absenteeism and to bhecome discon-
tented in their work., If the Premier were
really concerned about the workers in
Western Australia he would have done
what the Premier of South Australia has
done which was to get together a little
research group to look at the whole gues-
tion of worker participation. We know
that ultimately that will happen and we
should be starting now to prepare our-
selves for it.

Mr Grayden: We have been saying that
in the Department of Labour and Indus-
try for the last two years.

Mr HARMAN: 1 know of three firms
in Western Australia. which have started
the concept of worker participation and
I hope that there will be more.

[ASSEMBLY?

Mr Grayden: Do you think there are
only two or three?

Mr Sodeman: There are a
than that.

Mr HARMAN: That is all I know of.
The Minister may know of some more. One
would expect, if the Premier were really
concerned ahout the workers and if he
realised that there is this alienation from
the product and from the firm, wherever
the worker may be, that he would take the
initiative to do something about establish-
ing a research group in Western Australia
to examine the whole question of worker
participation,

Mr Grayden: Do you think that we in
the Department of Labour and Industry
do not keep in contact with every other
State in Australia?

Mr HARMAN: I can do that myself.

Mr Grayden: And throughout the world
on worker participation.

Mr HARMAN: I am glad you do.

Mr Bertram: How about doing some-
thing about it?

Mr Taylor: Do you know thai your pre-
decessor said that was not the function
of government when I asked him a ques-
tion four or five years ago?

Mr Grayden: You do not know what has
taken place in the last two years.

Mr HARMAN: The second matter to
which I wish to refer is the remark made
by the Premier last night, for which we
all waited with bated breath, concerning
his solution for inflation. He said last
night that to overcome inflation we had to
—I will use his words—“restore investor
confidence”,

Sir Charles Court: That is right.

Mr HARMAN: I agree with him. Two
vears ago he sald that strikes caused in-
flation.

Sir Charles Court: So they do.

Mr HARMAN: Two years ago he said
that the shortage of goods forced up prices
and caused inflation.

Sir Charles Court: That is correct.

Mr HARMAN: That is right, but there
are quite a number of other reasons for
inflation which the Premier seems to want
to omit whenever he talks about the sub-
ject. There seems to be an attitude on the
part of the present Governmeni that in-
flation was started only two or three years
ago during the term of the Whitlam
Government. Anyone with any common
sense and any appreciation of history will
know that inflation started a long time
before the 1972 Whitlam Government.

Mr Clarko: Not rampant inflation.

Mr HARMAN: I would expect the hon-
ourable member to know more ahout the
history of this matter.

lot more
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Mr Clarko: You are making a totally
illogical comparison; you are making a
comparison between a sore on your leg and
having your legz amputated!

Mr HARMAN: Surely the honourable
member will agree that 1t was inflation at
gimmuch higher rate than at any other

el

Mr Clarko: The Increases in inflatlon
were greater in Australia than in any other
western nation.

Mr HARMAN: What I am getting at is
that the honourable member must concede
that there has been Inflation in other
countries of the world at a higher rate
than the inflation experienced in Australia
at other times,

Mr Clarko: You should look at the OECD
countries from 1961 to 1971.

Mr HARMAN: The honourable member
should be fair about this,

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You are expecting
something if you expect the member for
Karrinyup to be fair.

Mr HARMAN: Perhaps I should ignore
the member for Karrinyup. Anyone who
has an appreclation of the economic his-
tory of Australia will know that In a
practical sense since the first days of the
colony Australla has experienced bouts of
inflation. The reasons for the rampant in-
flatlon in Australia In the 1874 period are
to be found in a number of decisions which
were not made by the McMahon Govern-
ment in 1971-72.

Sir Charles Court: Who told you that?
You have been lstening to Gough Whit-
lam!

Mr HARMAN: I am trying to give mem-
bers opposite a history lesson dealing with
the ecanomic situation in the last four or
five years.

Sir Charles Court: You have been listen-
ing to Gough and you have belleved his
speeches.

Mr HARMAN: A declsion was made in
the 1871 Snedden Budget which produced
a high bout of unemployment in that
period. No-one can deny, and certainly it
has been stated by many commentators,
that in the period of 1971-72 there was a
great flow of capital into Australla, There
was g great amount of money coming into
Australla from the prices received for our
exports, notably beef, Furthermore the
banking system released into the commun-
ity a further supply of money. All this
provided the people with a greater amount
of money than there were goods in the
country. That was the reason the infiation
started off In 1972-73; it started off as a
result of the great amount of money that
flowed into the country.

Everyone knows that when the Whit-
lam Government came to office it realised
there was too much capital flowing in, all
of which could not be used. So, the Whit-
lam Government did something about the
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matter, and that was why it brought in
the non-interest bearing deposit system.
It realised there was so much money float-
Ing around and not sufficient goods that
it reduced tariffs, so that there would be
a flood of imports into Australia.

Mr Grayden: That put thousands of
Australians out of work,

Mr HARMAN: If the Whitlam Govern-
ment had not reduced tariffs at that time
we would not have the goods to seill in Aus-
tralia. Once the prices started to rise drama.
tically as a result of too much money
chasing too few goods, the price of wages
started to go up also, and the price of
wages exceeded the price of goods. That
was the reason there were strikes in 1974,
and unions were endeavouring to make
sure the wages of their members were not
eroded by inflation.

The Whitlam Government tried to argue
that Australia should have a wages policy,
a prices policy, and a policy on lnterest
rates. It was the only national Govern-
ment of any account in the world that did
not have this power over wages, prices, and
interest rates.

Mr Clarke: And the people of Australia
rejected the wages and prices policy, as
did the unions.

Mr HARMAN: The States of Australia
had this power, but they refused to refer
it to the Commonwealth Government.

Sir Charles Court: You are not right in
saying that. The then Prime Minister
refused a package deal from the States
which would have brought about nation-
wide co-operation between the Common-
wealth and the States.

Mr HARMAN: I do not know what the
package deal was.

Sir Charles Court: It was made public
at the time. I spoke about it when I came
back from the conference. It is recorded
in Hansard.

Mr HARMAN: I accept what the Premier
has said.

Sir Charles Court:
want co-operation.

Mr HARMAN: The Whitlam Govern-
ment endeavoured in 1974 to introduce a
system of wage indexation, but it was not
until 1975 that it was able to achieve that.
Wage indexation had the effect of reducing
inflation, and the number of strikes and
disputes over wage claims.

Mr Grayden: Why did you sagree to
“sweetheart” agreements?

Mr HARMAN: That is a different
matter. “Sweetheart” agreements have
always heen arrived at by the trade unions
through negotiation with the employers.
They can negotiate with emplovers over
conditions, long service leave, and any-
thing else. We had to accept, as the union
movement accepted, the principle of wage
indexation.

Mr Whitlam did not
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Sir Charles Court: Now you are oppos-
ing it and wanting to destroy it.

Mr HARMAN: In the last 12 months
some sort of sanity on the question of
wages has prevailed. We have this history
of inflation being always with us in Aus-
tralia under the present system.

Mr Clarko: 'The rate of inflation is
going up.
Mr HARMAN: 1 thought the Premier

would have beer concerned about this
matter to the extent that he would he pre-
pared to say that the restoring of con-
fidence is not the only solution te inflation.
There is another solution, and that is the
establishment of some sort of Australia-
wide economic planning system.

Under the present system the States
seem to be vying with one another for
resources; each State seems to be altering
and increasing Government charges, fees,
ete.: and each State seems to be attract-
Ing investment without much consultation
with the other States or with the Aus-
tralian Government., Over the years that
has been the practice.

Mr Sodeman: Like inflation, that has
always been with us.

Mr HARMAN: In a country like Aus-
tralia with 14 milllon peaple surely it
would be beneficial to the country if we
had an economic planning authority.

Sir Charles Court: Here we go; centralist
to the core!

Mr HARMAN: If we want to create an
economic planning authority the proper
way to do it would be to call all the States,
the local authorities, the Commonwealth
Government, the representatives of the
employers, and the representatives of the
unions, together regularly to appraise the
economic situation. By that means they
could make economic decisions which
would be uniform throughout Australia,
and which I am sure would go a long way
towards removing the problems we have
of high inflation and high unemployment
in Australia.

Some time ago the Premier jibed Imne.
He said to me, “Look what has happened
in West Germany.” He suggested that
West Germany might be a good country
to look at in dealing with the question
of unemployment and inflation. For that
reason I made some inquirles about the
situation in West Germany. 1 find that
West Germany does a number of things
which are not unlike what I have been
suggesting tonight.

Mr Grayden: You are on dangerous
ground.

Sir Charles Court: In West Germany
you have a work force and & nation that
are dead scared of inflation.

Mr HARMAN: We should see what has
been happening in West Germany.
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Sir Charles Court: You should. The
people in that country work.

Mr HARMAN: The Republic of Germany
countered inflation by a very strict con-
tral over the volume of money in the eco-
nomy. I shall use the actual words quoted
by Dr Herrhausen at a bankers’ luncheon
in Sydney in November, 1874, to describe
the situation there. He said—

No better weapon has been dis-
covered (to combat inflation) than
a stern anti-inflationary central bank
policy.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has another flve minutes.

Mr HARMAN: Thank you. Another im-
portant aspect of the situation in Germany
is that that country has a high degree
of co-operation between the Government,
employers, and unions. Informal confer-
ences are held regularly under the chair-
manship of the Minister for Economics.
Also, a programme of worker participation
applies in that country. In the news-
paper recently we read—

flvg Grayden: It would not have a bar
a .

Mr HARMAN: In West Germany there
is & strong central economic planning sys-
tem which moves quickly to combat in-
flation. This is an important feature.
The tools must be available to enable
quick economic decislons to be made. Ger-
many has had this co-operation and con-
sultation between the Government, em-
ployers, and trade unions and—

Mr Thompson: What co-operation could
you expect from & guy like Cowles?

Mr HARMAN: —there is a ereat mea-
sure of worker participation. On the fac-
tory floor and on the managerial boards
the workers actually take part in the
decision-making procedures.

All T want to say in conclusion is that
it is shameful and denigrating to the
workers of Western Australia for our Pre-
mier to accuse them of heing responsible
for the downturn in productivity. If he
really wants to do anything about eco-
nomic development in Western Australia
he should immediately call for a confer-
ence between the employers, the Govern-
ment, and the trade union movement and
ensure that meaningful discussions ensue.
Such discussions must be frank and open
and those involved must get down to the
business of putting Western Australia hack
on the road to economic recovery.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) (932 pm.): I
too wish to support the motion and
congratulate the member for Greenough
on the contribution he made in his maiden
speech in this House. It is rather sad
that the member for Greenough has
assumed the seat previously held by Sir
David Brand, a8 man who upheld the finest
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of parliamentary traditions. He was cer-
tainly admired throughout Western Aus-
tralia because of his respect for the in-
stitution of Parliament and for the service
he rendered the people of the State.

I would like also to acknowledge the
contribution made by the Leader of the
Opposition, In the short period 1 have
been in this Parliament I have come to
respect him as a man and certainly as
a tactician in the art of politics. I can
recall that when I was on the other side
of the House I asked him rather difficult
guestions on occasions, but he was always
able to use them to his political advantage.
I hope the actions of the Leader of the
Opposition have taught me a thing or two,
but I realize that one can go on learning
forever.

I feel it is fitting I should mention that
I understand the first excursion into the
field of politics made by the Leader of
the Oppaosition was in the electorate of
Sussex many Yyears ago. Probably I am
rather pleased he was not successiul,
otherwise 1 might not be here now.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: So am I

Mr BLAIKIE: But I do wish him all
that one can wish him from this side
of the House and hope he continues to
enjoy good health.

In some of the speeches made during
the debate the subject of electoral boun-
daries has been raised. The State Gov-
ernment's record in this respect and the
boundaries currently under review have
been discusscd. One would have thought
that after the debacle which occurred in
the recent Federal election, which was
fought on the basis of one-vote-one-value,
members opposite would not raise the sub-
ject, because if ever the people of a I}atlon
indicated what they thought of socialism
they did so on that occasion.

It is rather strange also that members
opposite can talk of inflation and state
that it was not caused by a Government
of its political colour, but by a previous
Government of a different political colour.
1 would remind members that we certainly
had inflation in 1971, but then it was re-
ferred to as creeping inflation. It was
not liked, but it was manageable and was
increasing at the rate of approximately
4 or 5 per cent per annum.

That sttuation is far different from the
galloping inflation of 15 to 20 per cent.
experienced during the last few years. In
this respect I express my appreciation of
the efforts of the Fraser Government
which, in the short time it has been in
office, has, first of all, restored the super-
phosphate bounty; secondly, lifted the
meat export levy; and, thirdly, reintro-
duced Investment allowances. These three
items in themselves are relatively minor,
but they will play a very important role
in maintaining the viability of so many
people not only In this State, but across
the nation.
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During this debate one is given an op-
portunity to speak of things which have
occurred and which are necessary to im-
prove the situation in one's electorate. I
would like to place on record my apprecia-
tion of the Government’s recognition of the
necessity for hospital services to be pro-
vided in my electorate. Recently contracts
have been let for an amount in excess of
$3 million for the Busselton hospital and
for an amount of $120 000 for extensions
at Margaret River. Both these facilities
were long overdue and I can assure the
Government they are appreciated by the
constituents I have the honour to rep-
resent in this Parltament.

I would like also to refer to the dairy-
ing industry with which I have been per-
sonally associated most of my life. The
allocation of further quotas has completely
changed the outlook of the people I rep-
resent., Some 75 quotas were allocated in
Western Australla and 55 of themm came
to my electarate and this has glven a new
image and style of life as well as provid-
ing new objectives which these farmers
previously did not have.

I am quite confident that of the next 75
quotas to be allocated a similar percentage
will be allocated to farmers in the Vasse
electorate. This is because the dairy farm-
ers there have in fact taken the initiative
over many years by upgrading their Lerds
and making many improvements. They
have been producing reasonable quantities
of manufacturing milk. All they asked
was for a chance which has now been
granted and they will use it to their ad-
vantage and thus make a greater contri-
bution to the industry. The change of
attitude in the respective towns in my
electorate has also been guite dramatic.

Earlier the member for Warren spoke
of loans being made available to the
dalrying industry by the Commonwealth
Government. This scheme was disbanded
in August last year. I indicated previously
in this House that I thought the scheme
was excellent and enabled farmers to pur-
chase bulk-milk vats on a no-interest
basis. I believe this scheme should be
reintroduced because any producer who
desires to remain in the industry must
have refrigerated bulk-milk facilitles,

Bulk milk must be stored in & refrigerated
tank of an approved standard, and it
is estimated that such a tank would cost
approximately $8 000. With the addition
of the related infrastructure, such as power
and roads, the figure would rise to $10 000
or $11 p00. The farmers have real problems
in trying to raise that sort of money and
make repayments at commercial rates of
interest.

I wrote to the Whitlam Government
asking it to continue the scheme, but the
indication was that it would not be con-
tinued. I have written also to the res-
ponsible Minister in the Fraser Govern-
ment, along the same lines, and as yet
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the indications certainly do not appear to
be encouraging—mainly because of the
critical situation the dairying industry
across Australia is currently experiencing.
The present situation has been brought
about hecause of the unprecedented quan-
tity of skim milk powder which is avail-
able throughout the world. I think stocks
are approaching something like 200 000
tonnes which has placed the sale of that
commodity in jeopardy, both in Australia
and on the export market. As a result,
returns to producers have been reduced.

Within the next 12 months there will
be moves throughout Australia to re-
organise and restructure the dairying
industry. I hope that the Western Aus-
tralian delegates who attend the Australian
Dairy Industry Couneil will make it known
to other delegates that Western Australia
has basically put its own house in order.
As far as is practicable, most producers
will have an entitlement on the home
market.

At this stage I would peint out that
Queensland, which was in a parlous state
some 10 or 12 years ago, is now relatively
healthy in the Australian dairying situa-
tion. Some years ago action was taken
similar to that taken in Western Australia
whereby most of the producers now have
a share in the State's liquid-milk market.
Certainly Queensland is more healthy to
the extent that dairy produce is exported
to Western Australia in the form of UHT
milk and ice cream. That has some rele-
vance when it is considered that the pro-
duce comes from a State some 3 500 miles
away.

New South Wales has taken steps to give
producers a share of the liquid-milk mar-
ket. So, we flnish up with Tasmania, to
a lesser degree, and rore importantly Vie-
toria, both of which are facing critical
situations. I believe Victoria is in its
present situation mainly because of over-
production of manufacturing milk pro-
ducts.

I sincerely hope that our delegates who
will vote on this Issue will not put West-
ern Australia in jeopardy by voting for
a two-price scheme which uitimately will
lead to guotas. Strictures of that nature
in this State would lead to a ludicrous
situation, bearing in mind that this State
does not produce its full requirements of
dairy produce at this stage. If quotas or
restrictions are placed on the manufac-
tured milk which is now available an even
bigger burden will be placed on the
farmers.

Mr Davies: Is there any UHT milk pro-
cessed in this State?

Mr BLAIKIE: There are only two plants
in Australia, I believe—in Queensland and
in Tasmania.

Mr Davies: There is a market here?

Mr BLAIKIE: There is a limited mar-
ket, perhaps in the north-west. I have
seen the product in shops at Rockingham,
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and I was disturbed. I do not believe our
industry has taken enough initiative to
counter these imports.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order. Will
the member of his feet speak up, and
would the member interjecting also speak
up? Hansord can barely hear what is
being said.

Mr BLAIKIE: The pine planiing pro-
gramme in Western Australia will be of
major consequence. It is situated in the
Donnybrook sunk lands area, and I com-
mend the Forests Department for the
tremendous work its officers have done
in this regard. The department has car-
ried out a very detailed and intensive study
over the past six or seven years. I con-
gratulate the department on the excellent
job it is doing in ecarrying out various
trials, and investigating water catchment,
salinity, recreation use, and multi-purpose
land yse. The details of the project are
available for public comment and con-
sideration, and hopefully funds will be
available for it te proceed next year.

It is proposed that some 125000 acres
of pines will be planted by the year 2000.
If the project were costed at this stage the
sum involved would be some $37 million.
The name, “Donnybreck sunk land” is an
absolute misnomer because it has nothing
to do with the Donnybrook area. The area
involved is bounded by Nannup, Busselton,
and Margaret River. The development of
the industry within the area will have an
impact of considerable magnitude on the
Vasse electorate and will certainly be of
tremendous benefit to this State.

Viticulture has also played a tremendous
role in the development of a pioneer pro-
ject in my area. I want to acknowledge
the achievement of Dr Tom Cullity who,
on expert advice, planted a trial area of
grapes which has proved o be outstand-
ingly successful. Other people have come
into the fleld and by 1980 it s expected
there will be an investment of some $25
million in this industry. That will occur
in the space of some 10 short years.

The wines which have been produced
have acquitted themselves extremely well
throughout Western Australia, and in other
parts of Ausitralia, too.

Another industry which has unlimited
scope is that connected with tourism. I
suppose this applies to any area in Western
Australia. Tourism Is an industry which
should be conducted by private enterprise.
I do not believe Governments have any
role to play in this Industry, apart from
encouraging it.

I am concerned that the tourlst industry
within my electorate—and throughout the
rest of Western Australla—will be hard
pressed in its attempt to continue to exist.
If costs continue to rise, as they have risen
over the last three or four years, I venture
to say it will be cheaper for a Western
Australian to holiday in South-East Asia
than the Eastern States. Conversely, it
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will be cheaper for a person in the Eastern
States to go out of Australia than to come
to Western Australia. These are matters of
which we should be made aware,

The costs Involved in the tourist industry
are fairly interesting. I know that in my
area the bulk of tourist trade takes place
during the weekends. Some figures were
made available to me a short time ago and
they show that the hourly rate of pay
on a public holiday for a dishwasher—
who would certainiy be the lowest pald
person In the industry—is $6.50. That is
the casual rate. I suggest to the House
that the tourist industry cannot afford to
pay rates of that magnitude and expect to
continue in business.

I make a plea to the unions which con-
trol the labour force in this State that they
recognise the difficulties of the tourist
industry and the complexities of industry,
generally, particularly in country areas.
The tourist industry does have prob-
lems. In country areas, the weekend 1s the
time when there is an influx of visitors
and additional staff is required. In employ-
ing additional staff at the weekends, one
has to pay dish washers $6.50 an hour and
mare to others further up the scale, Indus-
try cannot keep paying those kinds of
rates, and the unions controlling this field
must give consideration to this aspect be-
cause otherwise they will prevent thelr own
members in kindred unlons taking advan-
tage of the many facilities we have around
the State.

This is 1976, and I think the worker has
excellent conditions today compared with
the conditions prevailing in 1971, As far as
I am aware, all workers now have four
weeks’ leave a year with a 174+ per cent
holiday loading., What is the point in hav-
ing all these loadings if people cannot af-
ford to take a holiday in their own State?
Unless action is taken few people will be
able to take advantage of our tourist in-
dustry.

8till on the subject of tourism, there is
a need for more and better services and
facilities. Perhaps this could be said of
other industries, but in order to attract
people to an area or region of the State it
is important for the tourist industry to
provide the facilities. To provide the facili-
ties we require people who have the cour-
age to invest, and if they have that cour-
age they are entitled to expect a return.
When they have to pay 113 per cent inter-
est, or rates of that order, it is a great
challenge to invest at all.

1 recommend to the Government that
it take a very serious look at this matter
because the tourist industry is a major
growth industry. It will have continuing
growth in spite of the hardships I have
indicated. Governments have in the past
assisted industries such as agriculture by
making loans available at relatively low
interest, and I believe the tourist industry
should be given the same kind of consid-
eration.

151

I am not talking about loans under Gov-
ernment guarantee, which are so vital and
important. If it were not for Government
guarantees many developments would not
get off the ground at all, but even with
a Government guarantee it is still re-
latively hard to pay back the capital at
11} per cent interest and show a profit.
I make this proposition to the Govern-
ment and believe it is worthy of considera-
tion

I would like to refer to one other aspect,
which is a dark cloud on the horizon, and
I have spoken ahout it previously. I refer
to the 1974-75 report of the Commissioner
of Police in relation to the drug problem
in Western Australia. My electorate is very
attractive to visitors, including young peo-
ple, and unfortunately this has resulted in
an increase in the number of convictions
on drug charges. The report of the Com-
missioner of Police states—

There is no doubt that the activity
in drug involvement escalated again
during the past twelve months. Can-
nabis offences continued fo be the
major type of drug abuse encountered.
The first armed hold-ups on phar-
macies were encountered.

During the period 697 persons were
charged with 810 offences relating to
drugs. See Appendix 3. These figures
show the increases of persons arrested
and charges preferred for the last
seven years that the Squad has been
in operation.

It is interesting to note that the
number of persons arrested for the
18-21 years group show a high in-
crease (129 per cent, for the past
year).

There is a steady stream of requests
from various organisations for Drug
Squad personnel to give lectures. The
Sguad took part in 26 such lectures
but many had to be refused and re-
ferred to the Health Edueation
Council.

Penalties for drug abuse have recently
been increased to a maximum of $2 000,
but drug abuse has nevertheless continued
at an alarming rate. We do not seem to
be overcoming the problem. An increas-
ingly large number of people are becoming
invelved in the drug scene. It is time that
society, whom we represent, took a close
look at the situation to find out where it
has gone wrong and what alternatives are
a;ailable to discourage people from drug
abuse.

The fact that so many 18 to 21-year-
olds are involved is a matter of great con-
cern to me. I have been personally in-
volved with the drug squad and have ar-
ranged for members of it to give lectures
in my area. I do not know whether the
answer is to undertake an expanded educa-
tion programme to make the community,
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the parents, and the teenagers more aware
of the problems associated with drug abuse,
but it is a matter about which we should
be concerned. I will be having further
diseussions on this matter with the Min-
ister for Police and the Minister for
Health,

Finally, T would like to congratulate the
Government on its activities and express
my appreciation for the very real co-
operation I have received over the past
two years in areas relating to welfare and
community health. The decisions which
have been put into effect by the bodies
of the Parliament have given the Vasse
electorate the most stimulating bgost it has
had since the inception of parliamentary
government. With those remarks, I sup-
port the motion.

MR FLETCHER (Fremantle) (9.59
pm,]: I will not begin on the note c¢n
which the member for Vasse concluded by
congratulating the Government, because
I cannot find anything for which to con-
gratulate it.

I congratulate the member for Green-
ough on the speech he made in moving
the Address-in-Reply to the Governor's
Speech and on his election to this House,
He will sometimes find it difficult on the
Government side when he does not have
the opportunity to speak as often as he
would like. I have enjoyed the privilege of
being on the Government side for only
three yvears. It silenced me, although mem-
bers opposite might not think that
possible. However, I wish the honourable
member well here.

Congratulations, in which I join, have
been extended by the Premier to Mr John
Tonkin, Leader of the Oppositlon and
member for Melville., My congratulations
to that gentleman, too. This House will
miss him, and so will the State. However,
he does not expect any more comment
from me—he knows my atiitude to him
and to the splendid work he has done aver
the years.

I would like to turn now to the Gov-
ernor’'s Speech. I will leave the subject of
electoral boundaries until a later stage. On
the subject of State finance, I wish to
refer to a few comments which I think are
worth mentioning. The Governor satd—

The Government is most concerned
about the present nation-wide infla-
tion and unemployment.

While the recession and unem-
ployment has heen less severe than
elsewhere in Australia, Western Aus-
tralla still suffers an unacceptable
level of inflation and unemployment,

The State Government will co-
operate with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in its efforts to abate and
control inflation,
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Two years after the Court Government
was elected, the promises made on the
hus_ti_ngs by the then Leader of the Op-
position are still unfulfilled. I remember
he said, “Put me in the saddle for six
months and I will fix everything”.

19%1,:' Charles Court: That was in August,

Mr Bertram: He sure did!

Mr FLETCHER: He was going to fix
everything.

Mr H. D. Evans: Including inflation!

Mr FLETCHER: Then we had the cru-
sade to sack Whitlam.

Mr Bertram: By falr means or foul.

Mr FLETCHER: The Tory Governments
throughout Australia, in connivance with
the media, achieved that objective with
the assistance of another distinguished
gentleman, whose name I will not mention
but of whom members are all aware.
Eventually it was the voters, but not a
majority of the voters, who deposed the
Whitlam Government. There 15 a distine-
tion, and I will deal with that later,

On the 12th November, 1975, the day
after the dismissal of the Whitlam Gov-
ernment, we saw a headline in the Press,
"“"Whitlam sacking boosts market”. Any-
body on this side of the House would know
why it boosted the market; it was because
the vested interests whom the Premier
represents would have an open go. The
Premier attempted—

Sir Charles Court: You were not going
too badly until then.

Mr FLETCHER: —to claim that he in-
herited the economic situation from the
previous Government. I have explained
before, and the Premier knows, why in-
terest rates had to be put up.

Sir Charles Court: Gee, you are loyal!

Mr FLETCHER: I know the Premier
will not contradict me, because he knows
enough about finance to admit the truth
of my remarks. In fact, I concede that
he knows more than I do about finance.
However, interest rates had to be put up
because, as previous speakers on this side
of the House have pointed out, money was
available everywhere. The fires of inflation
had to be dampened and he was the brave
man to do it. However, Whitlam was
sacked, and it was the interests to whom
I have referred that deposed him. In the
Press of the day following we see the fol-
lowing comment—

The sacking of the Prime Minister,

Mr Whitlam, acted like an injecticn

of a massive dose of adrenalin on

the Australian share markets yester-
day.

Of course the share markets moved up,

because the vested interests could get

their hands cnto many of the resources

on which we sat on behalf of the people

of Australia rather than for the vested
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interests of Australia, and even worse, the
vested interests onh the other side of the
world.

Mr Sibson interjected.

Mr FLETCHER: I wish the member for
Bunbury would stop interjecting.
Mr Sibhson: I am helping you along.

Mr FLETCHER: I wish he would ¢on-
tribute to the debate when he rises to
his feet rather than make his contribution
by way of interjection when I am speak-
ing; it is rude,

Mr Sodeman: It is also good practice!

Mr FLETCHER: Brokers jumped for joy
with arms outstretched, while we, on this
side of the House, and I would say the
majority of the people of Australia who
voted for us, were sad.

Mr Sodeman: The majority?

Mr FLETCHER: Yes, the majority of
the people voted for the ALP, and I will
explain this to the honourable member in
8 minute.

Mr Bertram: Just wait a minute and he
will tell us.

Mr FLETCHER: Mr Goode, a Ssenior
partner in the sharebroking company of
A. G. Goode & Co., had this to say—

. the news will of course affect
overseas invesiment very Iavourably
and will open up new areas for con-
sideration.

It would be an indication to over-
seas investors that Australia was still
bound by constitutional restraints.

If there was a change in govern-
ment—

And they knew very well there would be.
To continue—

—the Liberal-National Country Party
had indicated that it would abolish
the Prices Justification Tribunal,
which had proved to be the
most restraining factor to profits,
though there had been a change of
policy recently.

It was also very likely that there
would be a re-introduction of invest-
ment allowances.

Of course they were delighted—the tax-
payers were to pay the investment allow-
ance. The taxpayers would pay for extra
inflation hecause the lid had been lifted.
Last year, when I referred to the big in-
terests that would be overjoved, I quoted
that any of the big 10—a group of multi-
nationals—would earn more than any one
of 80 nations. I referred to a Press report
in the Daily News of Tuesday, the 1l4th
August, 1973. Although that was 8 few
years ago, these corporations still exist.
The article said—

Ten of the world’s largest multi-
national corporations have annual in-
comes greater than the gross national
product of more than 80 nations, ac-
cording to a U.N. report.
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This was a report of the United Nations,
and not a repert of Harry Fletcher, the
member for Fremantle. The article went
on to say how the economic domination
of these big firms can control who will he
the Government, and this fact has been
demonstrated throughout the world. I
have many Press cuttings here to confirm
what I have just said. Many of these
big overseas companies can dictate not
only the economic policies of countries
in which they invest, but also the foreign
and other policies of the countries they
invade financially.

Despite the Whitlam sacking, there is
still unemployment today. 'The State
Government is still endeavouring to at-
tract industry and capital. The Premier
is still trying to drag rabbits out of the
hat in an attempt to restore—

Sir Charles Court: Trying to get rid of
rabbits!

Mr FLETCHER: —his old prestige and
his reputation for being able to attract
capital and industry to this State.

I will be more charitable to the Pre-
mier than he or his counterparts in other
States, or even our Federal opponents
were to us, and I will say we are still
living in a very unhealthy economic elim-~
ate which is worldwide. That being so,
the Premier is in difficulties, and so is the
Prime Minister, despite the fact that he
deposed the Lahor Government. I still
maintain we are now in a much worse eco-
nomic situation than that inherited by the
Court Government.

Mr Sibson: Tell us about it.

Mr FLETCHER: 1 will tell you now.

Mr May: He wouldn’t be able to under-
stand anyway, Harry!

Mr FLETCHER: Another paragraph in
the Governor's Speech reads as follows—

The Government welcomes the in-
clusion of Local Government in the
proposals. It s a posltive recognition
of the increased responsibility accru-
ing to this tier of Government.

The Lahor Party acknowledges that under
Labor local authorities in the Fremantle
area received In excess of $1 million, and
so did other local authorities which were
prepared to do their homework and pre-
pare & c¢ase, They received money,
and so did the various zones. However, as
I pointed out last year, this money was
not channelled through the Premier's
hands, and it was not channelled through
the Minister’s hands, so the State Govern-
ment could create goodwill in horder-
line seats and use this goodwill to capture
those seats.

I mentioned that last year, and I men-
tion it again now.

Mr Sibson: I just want to know how the
balance—

Mr FLETCHER: I wish the member for
Bunbury would learn. Purther on in His
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Speech, on the subject of industrial and
resource development, the Governor went
on to say—

The year ahead presents great chal-
lenges and opportunities for our in-
dustrial growth and resources develop-
ment,

I hope for the sake of the Premijer and
for the sake of the State that is right in
part. The Speech continues—

Priority is thus accorded to negoti-
ating development of North-West
Shelf natural gas. It will serve exist-
ing and proposed industry in the Pil-
bara, and the increasing demand
in the metropolitan and other areas
in the south of the State.

Let me say in respect of thai comment
—and I hope the Premier is listening; I
notice his deputy is—that the life of the
gas and oil reserves on the north-west
shelf will be in proportion to the amount
that is sold overseas, and the more that
is sold overseas the poorer we in this
State will be. I emphasise that the length
of the life of the reserves which will be
available to the community in thls State
will be in direct proportion to the amount
sold overseas. Reserves of this gas in
Western Australia are limited, just as the
reserves are limited in the Eastern States,
in the Persian Gulf, and elsewhere in
the world, Members opposite must be as
frightened as I am that oil resources not
only throughout the world but aiso
throughout this State are running out. So
why should we sacrifice our limited re-~
sources to appease overseas interests?

Sir Charles Court: We are using none
now.

Mr FLETCHER: I know that we have
to eget overseas capital with which to de-
velop, but we do not have to gzacrifice
such scarce and valuable resources as oil
and gas. This concerns me, even if
it does not concern the Premier. I say
that the metropolitan area and other
areas of the State will have gas for a
longer period if we refain our resources
for ourselves, That is why Mr Connhor
got into trouble—because he had his big
fat posterior on our reserves, and more
credit to him for doing so becausc he
did it out of patriotism. That is why
Connor had to go, and that is why the
Federal Labor Government had fo go—
because they were indulging in good house~
keeping tactics. That is why we are de-
clared to be socialists—hecause we wanted
to use our resources for our own people
rather than for people gverseas.

I would rather see that gas used for
eocking meals in the kitchens of my con-
stituents and of the constituents of every
gther member in this House, than the con-
stitutents of people in Tokyo or other
parts of the world. If we send this gas
overseas our reticulation pipes and other
equipment will become redundant that
much sooner. These have been installed
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at our great expense, so why should we
?I?t' obtain the maximum benefit from
em?

The Governor also commented on the
rural sector in His Speech. He said—

It is hoped 1976 will bring recovery
to those agricultural industries which
have suffered economic hardship In
recent years.

Unlike the member for Vasse and some
other country members opposite who
blame the Whitlam Government for the
rural economic downturn, I join with the
Goavernor in that sentiment, I do hope
there is an economic recovery in the
rural areas not only for the benefit of
the people concerned and thelr representa-
tives, but also for the benefit of the
economy of this State.

As I said earlier, our oil and gas reserves
are finitz, but the potential of our agri-
cultural areas is not finite. It can go on
into the indefinite future if it is carefully
looked aiter. Just as a farmer farms his
land for the hest economic return and
greater stability of the industry, so we
should use the same husbandry in respect
of our oil and gas resources and ensure
they are used to the best advantage of our
people.

With regard to meat, T am sad that the
market has collapsed. However, trying to
sell meat to America at this particular
time reminds me of that trite old saying,
“selling coals to Newcastle” because, after
all, an election is pending in America and
President Ford is so anxious not to dis-
please the meat lobby in that country that
he is not likely to buy our meat and thus
offend his own meat producers. He will be
crawling for every vote he can get in that
area and we will suffer as a consequence.
So all the efforts of Deputy Prime Min-
ister Anthony overseas will come to noth-
ing. In respect of meat orders the
Americans will backhand us to the ad-
vantage of their own producers.

Sir Charles Court: The Americans in-
creased the quota yesterday.

Mr FLETCHER: I saw that; I read the
paper too. Is the tonnage what the Pre-
lrjnier and other members would wish it to

e?

Sir Charles Court:

over last vear.

Mr FLETCHER: I am telling you, Mr
Acting Speaker (Mr Crane), and those who
do not want to listen, just why the tonnage
is not what members opposite and I would
like it to be.

Sir Charles Court: It is bigger than last
year.

Mr H. D. Evans: It is 2 000 tonnes down
on what was expected.

Sir Charles Court: It is better than last
year, and it is better than it was a week
ago.

Mr H. D. Evans: It is 2 000 tonnes down.

It is an increase
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Mr FLETCHER: Mr Acting Speaker,
what about an interjection from the mem-
ber for Fremantle?

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crane):
Order! The member for Fremantle will
please resume his seat. There is too much
cross chatier in the Chamber and it will
be tolerated no longer. Please give the
member for Fremantle the same oppor-
tunity to be heard as he has afforded
other membhers.

Mr FLETCHER: Thank you, Mr Acting
Sipeaker; hut as with football I do ask for
time on.

In respect of mining, the Governor had
this to say—

Value of mineral production for the
calendar year 1975 is expected to ex-
ceed $1 000 million. ‘This is despite
the difficulty experienced by the
mineral industry in faltering world
markets and restrictive regulations on
development of fuel and energy re-
sources.

Representations by the State Gov-
ernment for Commonwesalth financial
assistance for the goldmining industry
were unsuccessful. The Government
regrets that such assistance is not
forthcoming,

In those few words the Government has
thrown a bhlanket over a scandal. The
Speech continues—

The State Government made gen-
erous contributions to try and keep
both KLV's Fimiston and Hill 50's Mt.
Magnet mine development programmes
going. It is still ready and willing to
participate further if the companies
(f:and arrange the required matching
unds.

Many members here will recall it was said
that all that was necessary was to oust
Whitlam and everything would be &1l right.
“Get rid of the Federal member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr Collard) and put in Cotter,
and everything would be all right.” They
would save Kalgoorlie and Mt. Magnet.

I notice in the Press recently that the
Premier said exactly what Connor and
Crean said. The Premier himself is in
print as having said that private enterprise
here and overseas could and should have
put back some of the profits into the
ground to upgrade machinery instead of
asking the taxpayer to put his hand in his
pockel for this purpose, It is my sub-
mission that had the companies acted
properly and, as with the illustration I
gave in respect of farming, put back
money into the industry to maintain it
at the highest possible level rather than
asking the taxpayer to buy machinery
and equipment that should have been pur-
chased out of profits over the years, the
enterprises would not have run down to
become such uneconomic propositions.
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However, Connor and Crean were kicked
out for drawing atiention to that. Now
that the Fraser Government is in office
the Premier, unfortunately for Kalgoorile
Lake View, Hill 50, and Mt. Magnet, is In
the same positlon we were in then, Why
the dishonesty? I try to play politics fairly,
and so do others on this side of the House.
However, there was a dirty campalgn in
respect of this particular issue and mem-
bers opposite know it. Members oppaosite
ousted Collard and Whitlam, but they are
no better off for having done so.

Sir Charles Court: Tell us how you c¢an
relnvest in plant with the old fixed price
of gold. How do you invest the profits that
were made?

Mr Sodeman: Whitlam got rid of Crean
and Connor, not the Premier of Western
Australia.

Mr FLETCHER: Federal aid has been
refused by the alleged saviours of Australia.
We are out, and the Premier is in the box
seat.

Mr Laurance: What about the other
things that have been started in the mean-
time to replace those?

Mr May: Such as?

Mr Laurance: Yeelirrie.

Mr May: That was in train a long time
bhefore you came along.

Mr PLETCHER: I refer members to &
cartoon which appeared in The West Aus-
tratian of the 13th February, 1976; I only
wish members had binoculars so they could
see it. The cartoon is by Mitchell, and
shows Fraser on a couch, presumably in
the office of a psychiatrist or a head
shrinker of some sort. A lie detector
is immediately behind Fraser and he
is saying, "1 get this crazy feeling, doc,
that nobody believes a word I say any-
more.” The Prime Minister has abro-
gated the promises he made in regard to
Kalgoorlie and so many other areas to
such an extent that a Press normally hos-
tile {0 the Labor Party saw fit to publish
such g cartoon.

I congratuylate Mitchell for the humour
he injects into his cartoons; even though
he is against us on many occaslons, I still
like his humour. I suggest to members that
our Premier equally could have becen de-
picted reelining on the couch as comfort-
ably—or uncomfortably—as the Prime
Minjster, and passing an identical com-
ment. We remember that two years ago
the Premier said he would do this and
that, The other night, the Leader of the
Obposition reminded him of how he had
fallen down on his promises and the
Premier groped around for a figure of 82
per cent of promises honoured. However,
he has not done all the things or even a
fraction of the things he promised he
would do. To be more charitable to the
Premier than he is to us, I would say that
the prevalling economiec c¢limate has pre-
vented him from carrying out all his
promises.
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Many of his election undertakings are
still unfulfilled and they will not be ful-
filled within the term of this Parliament.
He will not have the economy on an even
keel as he promised. I can remember that
just before the election the Premier said,
“Give me six months in the saddle and I
will do all this. I will right unemployment
and all the economic evils of this State.”
As I say, I have been more charitable to
the Premier than he would be to me; I
wish he and others would be equally
charitable to us on this side. I do not
want any magnanimity in relation to this
matter, either; I merely wish that people
would acknowledge that the Whitlam Gov-
ernment inherited many of these problems
when it came into office.

Mr Grayden: This is the best adminis-
tered State in Australia.

Mr FLETCHER: Like others, the Pre-
mier is a victim of the capitalist malaise
that exists throughout the capitalist world
—that is, the western world. As I pointed
out last year, more and more people are
becoming disenchanted with that way of
life and that system. This point creates
a division even within the ranks of the
Liberal Party itself, where we now find
liberals as distinet from conservatives.

Mr Sibson: Can you pick them out?

Mr FLETCHER: Yes; I refer to such
fellows as Steele Hall. There are one or
two on the other side of the House. Cer-
tainly the member for Bunbury is not
among them; he Is just a “Yes"” man,

Mr Harman: A temporary resident,

Mr FLETCHER: That is right. T get on
rather well with the member for Bunhury,
but I would get on better with a Labor
man occupying that seat. Under the head-
ing of “Hospitals and Health” the Gov-
ernor’s Speech had this to say—

Community Health Services now
cover most of the State, and mobile
medical and nursing teams are prac-
tising community preventive medicine.

In some areas the scheme is already
resulting in reduced hospital admis-
sions and length of stay in hospitals.

This is an opportune time for me to refer
to the scheme proposed by the Whitlam
Government, to train general practitioners
in order to overcome the critical shortage
of qualified medical personnel; $5 million
had been earmarked for this purpose to
:rain pregraduate and postgraduate doe-
OT'S.

Surely country members would welcome
such a scheme. It was proposed that train-
ing be conducted by specialists and it was
hoped that this scheme would overcome
the present paucity of doctors in country
areas not only in this State but also
throughout the rest of Australia. Had
this scheme been brought to fruition,
residents who now must travel from
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couniry areas to be admitted to metro-
polltan hospitals, often at the com-
munity's expense, in many cases could
remain at home under the care of
their local GP and/or a qualified nurse.
However, the Whitlam Govermment was
thrown out, and this scheme went out
with it. The Governor's Speech went on
to say—

Major projects have been, or will
be commenced during the year at the
Perth Medical Centre site, and at
Royal Perth, King Edward Memorial
and Fremantle Hospitals,

It is about time the Government made
a start on the Fremantle Hospital. As
members know, I am a member of the
hospital bhoard and for years I have seen
nothing but plans; there has been nothing
in bricks and mortar. It is about time
something was done in this direction be-
cause there are twice the number of heds
per thousand population north of the river
as there are south of the river.

Sir Charles Court: Are you supporting
the Fremantle Hospital project?

Mr FLETCHER: Yes, unequivocally.
Sir Charles Court: I am glad to hear it.

Mr Moiler: That is the sort of answer
we wanti in this House, The Premier could
well take a leaf out of the member for
Fremantle’s book.

Mr FLETCHER: I have a reputation for
honesty and integrity in this House, and
in Fremantle, and I am proud of it.

I turn now to the lack of democracy in
our State electoral system, and the malap-
portionment which exists. I represent a
total of 16 564 voters in the electorate of
Fremantle, yet 1 can be outvoted in this
House by the member for Murchison-Eyre,
who has 1327 males and 891 females, a
total of 2218, registered as voters in his
electorate. 1 have nothing against the
member tor Murchison-Eyre; he has the
reputation of looking after his constituents
very well.

Mr Clarko: What about the seat of
Geraldton?

Mr FLETCHER: However, that member
has only about one-eighth of the regis-
stered voters I have in my electorate.
I can be out voted by the member for
Kimberley who represents 4 352 people and
I represent 16 500 people. 'The member
for Morley represents 18618 people and
he can be outvoted by that handful of
people. If that is not sufficiently undemo-
cratic let us look at other places. The
member for Lower North Province, who
represemts 6019 people, can outvote the
member for Fremantle and the member
for Morley, who represents more people
than I do. There is a disparity between
6 019 people in the Lower North Province
and the Metropolitan Province in which
there are 78 603 people. Such inequality
and disparity is ridiculous and undemo-
cratic, We can find even worse figures.
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In the South-East Metropolitan Province
there are 87221 people, If that is not a
ridiculous seandal I should like to khow
what is.

Some time ago somebody asked me to
demonstrate my argument concerning
more people voting for the Labor Party
than otherwise, If members who are try-
ing to interject will only give me an op-
portunity, I shall do so. They do not
like the truth. They want to shout me
down so that I cannot illustrate my point.
I have the figures here in a simple form.
I wish I could afford to have them pub-
lished In The Western Austrelian so that
everybody could read them In this simple
form, but unfortunately we have not the
money that the other side has. The figures
show percentages, votes, seats, and votes
per seat. They show that at the last elec-
tion the Australian Labor Party received
3313004 votes, which was 42.8 per cent
of the total

Mr Laurance: And they were all in Fre-
mantle.

Mr FLETCHER: Are
drown my argument?

Mr Laurance: You have not got one.

Mr FLETCHER: You do not want fo
hear it. I have an irrefutable argument
and you are deliberately {rying to bury
me. I shall continue to address Hansard.
I shall turn by back on the honourable
member and I shall address the Speaker.
The Australian Labor Party received
3313004 votes, which was 42.8 per cent
of the total vote, for which we received
35 seats. We received 92 027.88 votes per
seat, The Liberal Party received 3 248 136
votes, which was 42 per cent of the total
vote. We received .8 per cent more votes
than our opponents. Yet how many seats
did they receive?

The Liberal Party received nearly twice
as many—68 seats. It received 47 766
votes per seat as distinct from our 92 027
per seat. So members should not talk to me
of democracy. The National Country Party
received 85300 votes, not three million as
we did. It recelved 11 per cent of the
votes, as distinet from our 42 per cent,
for which it received 23 seats.

Mr Laurance: Disgraceful! Call an elec-
tion.

Mr FLETCHER: If it were held in the
same undemocratic situation the position
would not be altered. I submit that the
figures I have cited show conclusively the
electoral inequalities that I have men-
tioned.

Mr Laurance: Rubbish!?

Mr FLETCHER: If we took the total
votes received by the ALP and divided
them by the votes received by the National
Country Party we would hbe entitled to
89 seats. If we use the same method
with regard to the Liberal figures the ALP
would have recelved 68 seats. These figures

you trying to
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are absolutely irrefutable. They are even
frightening The West Australian which
can see the lnequalities that I have men-
tioned. They are frightening our news-
paper because it knows that the whole
structure will start to crumble if this
scandal continues.

The member for Morley recently replied
to a comment in The West Australian
which stated, “Libs get record Victorian
win”, He cited figures to show that with
456 of the vote the Liberals received 60
per cent of the seats. We received 43.4
per cent and got 28 seals. There was only
a 2 per cent difference in the voting. That
is another scandal.

In Queensland the situation is worse,
There a pious hypocrite has electoral
democracy by the throat with one hand
and a Bible in the other.

Mr Laurance: He has been called worse.

Mr FLETCHER: No wonder a comment
has been passed by the previous Prime
Minister.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member has five minutes.

Mr FLETCHER: The malapportionment
of the percentage of votes to seats is bad
enough on a Federal hasis, but in this
State, in Victoria and in Queensland it is
absolutely scandalous. To my mind the
situation is either the helght of absurdity
or the depths of political depravity, or
both. That is my submission on that
subject.

Even the Press is becoming cynical, A
headline in the Daily News of the Tth
February, 1976 stated: "Cyniclsm is the
order of the day”. The article continues—

The Canberra Press gallery is a
strange animal. An exclusive little
world of men and women of widely
differing personalities dedicated to
Keeping Australia in touch with the
events, the plots and the intrigues of
the Federal Government.

A hot house of rumour and specu-
lation with one dominating emotion:
cynicism.

I hate the word; I hate the attitude.
The attitude of our political opponents in
relation to the situation I have outlined
is absolute cynicism. I do not know how
they can sleep comfortably at night with
a situation such as this. The article
continues—

The guiding rule is: “There are lles,
there are damned lies and there are
Press statements.”

It is the rule of experience, de-
veloped over decades of dealing with
what is known as “political llcence,”
the political art of saying one thing
when you really mean something al-
together different.

Take a West Australian example of
what I mean—the Kalgoorlie mining
industry.
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I have illustrated that point. Five days
after Sir John Kerr displaced the Whitlam
Government and put in a caretaker Gov-
ernment, what did Anthony say? He is
quoted as saying that he believed—

.« & subsidy would be paid to Keep
the mines in operation and urged the
companies to keep operating until
after the election so that the new
Coalition Government could loock at
ways of helping.

I have outlined what they got. They got
absolutely nothing. They got a pittance
from this Government but nothing from
the Federal Government. I think it is
dirty, contemptible and cynical politics.
Another article in the same newspaper
was headed, “Federal aid for KLV is re-
fused”. This is an example of dirty and
cynical politicking that has been indulged
in. The former Minister for Mines will
be able to deal with this subject far better
than I can but I hope he does not mind
my intruding in his territory and in the
territory of the member for Kalgoorlie
and the member for Boulder-Dundas.

I come back to the previous article
which continued—

On December 3, in Kalgoorlie, and
10 days before the election, the Care-
taker Treasurer, Mr Lynch, said; “We
will set out to inject new life into
the mining and energy industries and
restore incentives to prospectors.”

The coalition Government would
give immediate priority to helping the
goldmining industry.

I have shown how the present Federal
Government has fallen down on its pro-
mises and undertakings in respect of Kal-
goorlie,

With those remarks I support a very
wishy-washy Governor’s Speech.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Clarko.

House adjourned at 10.41 p.m.

Vegialative Gounril

Thursday, the 1st April, 1976

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
QGriffith) took tae Chair at 2.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
ABORIGINES
Hogtel: Swan District
The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Min-
ister for Community Welfare:

Further to my question of the
11th September, 1975, concerning
hostel accommodation for home-
less Aboriginal people and the
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Minister’s reply indicating the
appointment of a specialist team
of four officers to study the prob-
lem and seek a solution, will the
Minister advise—
(1) Whether the team  has
brought down a report yet;
(2) If not, when is it anticipated
it will do s0?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

I thank the Hon. Lyla Elliott for

providing adequate notice of this

question, the answer to which is
as follows—

(1) No.

(2) There have been difficulties
in proceeding with appoint-
ments owing to delays brought
about in the clearance of
funds and because of political
changes. At the present time
only two of the team have
been appeinted. Interviews
currently are heing conducted
and it is anticipated further
appointments will be made
shortly, thereby enabling the
team to commence its task. 1
expect to review progress
reports at six monthly inter-
vals, A fingl report will be
submitted to the Minister at
the termination of the prao-
ject in three years’ time.

PERTH MEDICAL CENTRE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction and First Reeding
Bill intreduced, on motion by the Hon.
N. E. Baxter (Minister for Health), and
read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion
Debate resumed from the 31st March, on.
the following motion by the Hon, M.
McAleer—
That the following address be pre-
sented to His Excellency—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Members of the Legis-
lative Council of the Parliament
of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express
our loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have heen pleased to deliver to
Parliament.
THE PRESIDENT: The question is that.
the motion be agreed to.
The motion is thus passed.
The Hon. J. C. Tozer: Did you call on
me, Mr President?
The PRESIDENT: I did not call the

honourable member because he did not.
stand up. I put the question that was before



